
  Duality: Two Sides of Everything  Duality: Two Sides of Everything    Battle of the Two Wolves: Good and Evil – Cherokee Indian Tale   Battle of the Two Wolves: Good and Evil – Cherokee Indian Tale   
  Good and Evil: Some Questions and Answers from Theosophy Good and Evil: Some Questions and Answers from Theosophy   Thou and I – Tasha Halpert   Thou and I – Tasha Halpert   

  Seven Jewels of Wisdom: The Fifth Jewel: Evolution Seven Jewels of Wisdom: The Fifth Jewel: Evolution   The Ineffable  The Ineffable    Q&A on Theosophy  Q&A on Theosophy    Higher and Lower Selves: Higher and Lower Selves: 
The Power of Passion  The Power of Passion    Spirituality and the Paradox of Duality – Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen Spirituality and the Paradox of Duality – Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen   Simplicity, Patience and Simplicity, Patience and 

Compassion: The Three Greatest Treasures: Part 1: Simplicity  Compassion: The Three Greatest Treasures: Part 1: Simplicity      The Caduceus: Symbol of DuealityThe Caduceus: Symbol of Dueality

Magazine of the Theosophical Society Magazine of the Theosophical Society (Pasadena) Australasian Section(Pasadena) Australasian Section  No: 145 September 2022No: 145 September 2022

DUALITY:  
TWO SIDES OF EVERYTHING

DUALITY:  
TWO SIDES OF EVERYTHING



2  «THEOSOPHY DOWNUNDER» / SEPTEMBER 2022

2 Duality: Duality: Two Sides of Everything

11  Battle of the Two Wolves:Battle of the Two Wolves: Good and Evil – 
Cherokee Indian Tale

12  Good and Evil:Good and Evil: Some Questions and Answers 
from Theosophy – Condensed from the 
writings of G de Purucker

17 NewsNews

20 Thou and IThou and I – Tasha Halpert

21  Seven Jewels of Wisdom:  Seven Jewels of Wisdom:  
The Fifth Jewel: Evolution – Stefan Carey

22 The IneffableThe Ineffable – Eugene Harris

23  Q&A on Theosophy:Q&A on Theosophy:  
• Is Theosophy a School for the Occult Arts?  
• Is Theosophy Just Comparative Religion?

24  Higher and Lower Selves:Higher and Lower Selves: The Power of Passion 
- Bhavanishankar Mullapoorcar

27  Spirituality and the Paradox of DualitySpirituality and the Paradox of Duality  
– Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen

29  Simplicity, Patience and Compassion: Simplicity, Patience and Compassion: The 
Three Greatest Treasures: Part 1: Simplicity

32  Letters to the Editor:  Letters to the Editor:  
• Homelessness in our Cities  
• The Great Mystery – Eugene Harris

33  The Caduceus: Symbol of DualityThe Caduceus: Symbol of Duality Complete 
back issues to 
the year 2000 

available at our 
website: www.

theosophy-
downunder.org 

All contribu-
tions on Theos-
ophy or related 

subjects are 
welcome.

21

1111
1212

24

33

Cover Picture: Cover Picture: The Yin Yang Symbol: In Asian and Chinese philosophy, Yin Yang symbol is a 
symbol of Duality used to describe how polar opposites or seemingly contrary forces are intercon-
nected and interdependent in the natural world, and how they give rise to each other in turn. Yang 
is the bright aspect in contrast to Yin, the dark side. In mystic Chinese literature and in Taoism, 
yang is associated with the masculine aspect, while yin refers to the feminine aspect. Thus, Tao is 
regarded as the interaction of the revolving changes produced by the yang and yin: yang referring 
to immaterial, celestial force and substance; yin, to material equivalents. Popularly everything of a 
beneficial aspect is associated with yang, while everything of maleficent tendency is related to yin. 
However, this limits the original conception of yang and yin as forming the two contrasted sides of 
the universe, for one cannot exist without the other, and each in its own way is as important as the 
other. – Encyclopedic Theosophical Glossary with some additional comments.
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Good and Evil, 
Perfection and 
Imperfection, Life and 

Death, Day and Night, Male 
and Female, opposites seem 
to be everywhere. Two sides 
of life’s every story and every 
‘coin’ are the general rule – but 
why is this Duality to be found 
everywhere?
The problem of Duality has 
been one of the great philo-
sophical and religious dilem-
mas throughout the ages. From 

DUALITY 

TWO SIDES OF EVERYTHING

the Zoroastrians of Persia who 
first made Duality a major 
religious issue 5,000 years ago, 
through to the world’s largest 
religions today, Christianity 
and Islam, the existence of Evil 
and how to account for it in a 
universe created by a compas-
sionate God, has been a peren-
nial debate amongst philoso-
phers and priests. 
Is Duality a fundamental 
feature of the Universe, or is 
everything a Oneness as the 

prophets and mystics tell us? 
Is there  a supreme Evil Being 
in rebellion against a loving 
God, or is this all just a myth as 
many Athiests/Agnostics tell us 
today?

A Definition of DualityA Definition of Duality
From the Perennial Dictio-From the Perennial Dictio-
nary of World Religions:nary of World Religions:
“DUALISM:“DUALISM: A conception of 
the Universe which postulates 
two irreducible ultimate prin-
ciples, in mutual opposition 



and nearly evenly matched. In 
Western philosophy the term 
refers to a distinction between 
Spirit (or Mind) and Matter 
(or the World). Describing 
Indian speculation, the term 
has been used of the distinc-
tion between the individual 
self or Soul and the World-
Soul. These dualities can be 
called timeless, but Dualism 
in Near-Eastern religious 
history refers to mythologi-
cal narratives. A Zoroastrian 
account…pits God (Ahura 
Mazda) against the Devil 
(Angra Mainyu) in an ethical 
struggle, in which the physical 
world is the scene but is mor-
ally neutral; earlier Zoroastri-
an texts and modern Zoroas-
trian piety do not, however, 
give the evil spirit equal status 
with the good.”

The ancient Zoroastrian The ancient Zoroastrian 
religious concept of religious concept of 
Duality: Duality: Zoroastrianism 
is one of the oldest known 
monotheistic religions (ie, 
they believe in One God) 
being founded by the prophet, 
Zarathustra (Zoroaster) 3,500 
years ago in what is now 
Iran (formerly, Persia). Even 
though it has only 200,000 
followers in the world today, it 
has been the inspiration, and 
perhaps the source, of many 
of the concepts of the major 
monotheistic religions of the 
world – Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam. 
Zoroaster was a prophet 
living in northern Iran, but 
very little is known of his life. 
He wrote their sacred book 
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the AvestaAvesta which contains 
the GathasGathas or sacred hymns. 
Zoroastrianism believes in 
a single God, Ahura MazdaAhura Mazda 
(‘Wise Lord’), also known as 
OhrmazdOhrmazd.  He controls the 
force of Goodness and Bal-
ance in the Universe known 
as, Asha. There are a number 
of other subordinate Gods 
such as Mithra, a group of 
seven divine attributes known 
as the Amesha Spentas, (‘Holy 
Immortals’): Good Mind, 
Order, Dominion, Devotion, 
Wholeness, Immortality, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
They combat the opposite 
force the Druj, and the evil 
spirit who controls it, Angira 
Mainyu or Ahriman. Asha is 
symbolized by Fire and Light 
and Druj by Darkness. 
Therefore, Zoroastrianism 
is a Dualistic religion. From 
creation, through the present 
age to the final judgement and 
reordering of the universe, 
the events of this world are 
seen as a contest between the 
powers of Good and Evil. 
It is incumbent upon the 
faithful to choose the Right, 
not only that they may indi-
vidually achieve the reward of 
the righteous after death, but 
so that Good may eventually 
triumph in the world. They 
believe in free will, good deeds 
and good thoughts which 
bring you closer to God. 

Zoroastrianism:  Zoroastrianism:  
Influence on Judaism, Influence on Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam Christianity and Islam 
Zoroastrianism has had a pro-
found influence on the three 

It is incumbent upon 
the faithful to choose 
the Right, not only that 
they may individually 
achieve the reward of 
the righteous after death, 
but so that Good may 
eventually triumph in the 
world. They believe in free 
will, good deeds and good 
thoughts which bring you 
closer to God. 
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most important monotheis-
tic religions of the modern 
world: Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam – but the evidence 
remains fragmentary and 
circumstantial rather than 
proved conclusively. They all 
believe in a Single God; a Du-
alistic Universe; and a Final 
Judgement Day. 
The notion of Satan as God’s 
rival, the notion of life after 
death, and the sequence of 
world ages and a final judge-
ment and redemption are 
teachings that seem to have 
been elaborated in Judaism 
only after the Archaeminid 
Persian Empire, where Zoro-
astianism was the state reli-
gion, conquered Israel.
Prayer in the fire temple five 
times per day looks very 
much like the prayer pattern 
of Islam, called the Salat. 
The Kusti, or sacred thread, 
is reminiscent of the thread 
worn by upper-caste Hin-
dus. The Hebrews were held 
captive in Babylon around 600 
B.C., the time when Zoroast-
er’s influence began to spread. 
We know that this exile 

marked a point of rupture 
in Israel’s political life, but 
this rupture was paralleled 
by a complete religious ref-
ormation. New concepts 
were emerging in the He-
brew tradition. The idea of a 
Messiah whose arrival would 
announce the end of time had 
entered Jewish thought, which 
until that time remained quite 
vague about any hypothetical 
Savior. 
The figure of the Hebrew 
Shatam [Satan], very confused 
in its formulation, began to 
become more explicit and 
borrowed the features of the 
Mazdean Ahriman.
Angelogy and demonology 
made their first appear-
ance in sacred texts, and in 
what had been an extremely 
complicated and formal reli-
gious ritual a simplification 
took place, with the ritu-
al taking on more logical 
meanings. 
In short, the Jews’ captivity 
in Babylon, thanks to the 
contacts they had with other 
traditions, especially that of 
the Zoroastrians (Mazdeans), 

allowed the refinement of 
Hebrew thought and the de-
velopment of a mysticism that 
appears to have been com-
pletely lacking earlier. 
Dualism began to pervade 
what has become the most 
widely held religious beliefs of 
the modern world.

Duality in Ancient Egypt: Duality in Ancient Egypt: 
The Two LandsThe Two Lands
Duality pervaded ancient 
Egyptian religion and life. 
Egypt itself was known as the 
Two Lands: The fertile Black 
Land of Osiris and the Red 
Land or desert of Seth. Heav-
en and Earth were unified op-
positions: ‘As above, so below; 
as within so without’.
They knew that all things exist 
in pairs. There is no doorway 
through which to pass unless 
pillars stand in opposition 
on either side to create the 
doorway through which we 
can pass. Duality combines 
male and female, negative and 
positive, light and dark. All 
life, according to the mystical 
equations of Thoth, evolves 
from a divine coupling of 
opposites.
Life is impossible without 
a notion of Duality. Two 
strands of the twisted chain 
of DNA combine in the same 
way that there are two sides 
to the ladder of heaven held 
up by Horus and Seth in the 
Pyramid Text. These pair of 
opposites combine to create a 
deeper expanded conscious-
ness. – from Normandi Ellis: 
Hieroglyphic Words of Pow-
er, page, 30.
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Perspectives from Ancient Perspectives from Ancient 
Egypt: ‘One’ the ‘All’: Egypt: ‘One’ the ‘All’: 
The Ancient Egyptians had 
their own wonderful way 
of expressing how Duality 
arose from the ‘One’ called 
the Great Ennead (Nine). 
Stripped of the mythology 
and complicated terminology 
of Gods and Goddesses, their 
understanding of the origin 
of Duality in the Universe as I 
understand it is as follows:

The number OneThe number One is the Ab-
solute and the Unity of all 
things. This absolute principle 
can be seen as the omnipo-
tence of God, or, in a scientific 
way, as the pure energy from 
which the entire physical uni-
verse manifests. It is the ‘All.’‘All.’
But, this ‘All’ could not 
manifest as individual con-
sciousness, since it is only 
through a vehicle of matter 
that consciousness wells up as 
‘I am I,’ a physical basis beingphysical basis being 
necessary necessary to focus a ray of the 
Universal Mind at a certain 
stage of complexity. 
For example, a physical candle For example, a physical candle 
would never be confused for would never be confused for 

the light, nor for the flame the light, nor for the flame 
which energizes it — but which energizes it — but 
clearly, without the physical clearly, without the physical 
candle no light would happen!candle no light would happen!

Two: Duality: Two: Duality: When the 
Absolute becomes conscious 
of Itself, Duality, or Polarity, 
is created, and as a result, the 
number Two exists. 
This expresses the opposition 
that is fundamental to all nat-
ural phenomena. Two is not 
the sum of one and one, but 
a state of primordial tension. 
A world of two and nothing 
else is static, so nothing would 
ever happen. By nature, it is 
divisive and if unchecked, 
it is Chaos. Then comes the 
Trinity or relationship of the 
Two – but that’s a story for 
another day!

Unity is eternal, undifferen-
tiated consciousness. When 
it becomes conscious and 
creates differentiation, then 
there exists polarity. Polarity, 
or duality, therefore, is a dual 
expression of Unity.
In one of the many creation 
myths of Ancient Egypt, the 
primal serpent, UrausUraus, also 
symbolizes Duality, in part 
because many snake species 
have dual sex organs. The 
form of the Uraus was used 
in one of the crowns of the 
Pharoahs indicating their 
status as spiritual initiates. 
The serpent’s body shaped 
into a crown of hammered 
gold, flows from the back of 
the head across the centre of 
the skull, both dividing and 
uniting the two hemispheres 

Picture: Thoth (Tehuti) Picture: Thoth (Tehuti) 
Egyptian God of Knowledge: Egyptian God of Knowledge: 
the God is holding the ‘Waz’ the God is holding the ‘Waz’ 
sceptre which has a forked sceptre which has a forked 
end, perhaps symbolizing end, perhaps symbolizing 
Duality and control over Duality and control over 
the ‘Set’ forces of Chaos the ‘Set’ forces of Chaos 
symbolized in the Set animal symbolized in the Set animal 
head. Was sceptres head. Was sceptres 
were carried by Gods, were carried by Gods, 
Pharaohs, and Priests.Pharaohs, and Priests.

Life is impossible without 
a notion of Duality. Two 
strands of the twisted 
chain of DNA combine in 
the same way that there 
are two sides to the 
ladder of heaven held up 
by Horus and Seth in the 
Pyramid Text. These pair 
of opposites combine 
to create a deeper 
expanded consciousness. 
– from Normandi Ellis: 
Hieroglyphic Words of 
Power, page, 30.
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of the brain. The serpents face 
forms a third eye in the mid-
dle of the Pharoah’s forehead. 
In the Old Testament the 
serpent is associated with the 
duality of good and evil.

The Two Ways: Good and The Two Ways: Good and 
Evil:Evil: This leads us to the ulti-
mate question of the teachings 
of the Ancient Wisdom about 
the Two Ways, The Eternal 
Ways of the Universe – Good 
and Evil.
If we consider the Universe as 
boundless space, then there 
must be times when parts of 
the Universe are appearing 
and manifesting as material 

worlds, and other times when 
parts of it are resting out of 
manifestation; ie parts of it 
are ‘alive’ and others ‘dead’ as 
far as the material worlds are 
concerned.
As long as there is manifes-
tation, ie. The spirit express-
ing itself through a vehicle 
of matter like a human being 
with a sense of ‘I am I’, there 
will be relative perfection 
and imperfection which is 
what we humans call ‘Evil’.

Oneness and Duality: Oneness and Duality: From 
the viewpoint of the Ancient 
Wisdom then, the entire 
manifested universe is per-
vaded by Duality. Wherever 
we look we see that we are 
copies of universal paradigms.  
“As above, so below,” is the 
old Hermetic axiom. As H. P. 
Blavatsky wrote: 
“Everything in the Universe 
follows analogy. ‘As above, so 
below’; Man is the microcosm 
of the Universe. That which 
takes place on the spiritual 
plane repeats itself on the 
Cosmic plane. Concretion fol-
lows the lines of abstraction; 
corresponding to the highest 
must be the lowest; the ma-
terial to the spiritual.” (The 
Secret Doctrine I:177)
“Parabrahm (the One Reality, 
the Absolute) is the field of 
Absolute Consciousness,” but 
when manifested as a material 
universe “duality supervenes 
in the contrast of Spirit (or 
consciousness) and Matter, 
Subject and Object.”(The Se-
cret Doctrine, Vol. 1, p. 15)
“Spirit (or Consciousness) 

and Matter are, however, to be 
regarded, not as independent 
realities, but as the two facets 
or aspects of the Absolute 
(Parabrahm), which consti-
tute the basis of conditioned 
Being whether subjective or 
objective.”
Not being separate from the 
universe, we experience the 
manifested physical (to us) 
universe as ruled by the con-
trasts of day and night, sleep-
ing and waking, hot and cold, 
evil and good. 
This Duality construct, says 
The Secret Doctrine 1:15, is 
“necessary to focus a ray of 
the Universal Mind at a cer-
tain stage of complexity.”

“Everything in the 
Universe follows analogy. 
‘As above, so below’; 
Man is the microcosm 
of the Universe. That 
which takes place on the 
spiritual plane repeats 
itself on the Cosmic 
plane. Concretion follows 
the lines of abstraction; 
corresponding to the 
highest must be the 
lowest; the material to 
the spiritual.” (The Secret 
Doctrine I:177)



“Apart from Cosmic Sub-
stance, Cosmic Ideation could 
not manifest as individual 
consciousness, since it is only 
through a vehicle of matter 
that consciousness wells up as 
‘I am I,’ a physical basis being 
necessary to focus a ray of the 
Universal Mind at a certain 
stage of complexity.
“Again, apart from Cosmic 
Ideation, Cosmic Substance 
would remain an empty ab-
straction, and no emergence 
of consciousness could ensue 
— and “the manifested uni-
verse is pervaded by duality, 
which is, as it were, the very 
essence of its existence as 
‘manifestation.’”

The Battle of the Higher and The Battle of the Higher and 
Lower Selves:Lower Selves: We humans 
experience this duality ev-
ery moment as the intense 
struggle of our split dual 
consciousness. The mind’s 

struggle, we are alternately 
pitted by the gut and brain 
consciousness, against the 
knowing heart consciousness. 
This sets up a confusing con-
flict between the true god and 
the demigod in us. 
 
The Two Hemispheres of The Two Hemispheres of 
the Brain: the Brain: This struggle of 
or two ‘selves’ is drama-
tized by neuroanatomist Jill 
Bolte-Taylor in her New York 
Times bestseller, My Stroke 
of Insight, where she speaks 
of her personal experience, 
due to stroke, of isolating the  
functions of the left (logical, 
analytical, everyday con-
sciousness) and right  (intu-
itional, artistic, higher mind 
consciousness) hemispheres 
of the brain. 
In the book she explains the 
two physical hemispheres of 
the brain, and how each is a 
unique vehicle to express the 

higher spiritual aspect (Bud-
dhi Manas – the Compassion-
ate Mind)) gravitates toward 
altruism, says the Ancient 
Wisdom, while the tides of 
its companion personal side 
(Kama Manas – the Desire 
Mind) is attached to outer 
forms, desires, survival and 
other material concerns. 
The result is that all human 
minds are often blown by 
the winds of sense into the 
low-lying eddies and currents 
of material thought. Like a 
balloon losing helium, we 
drift down from the god with-
in us, and away from our kin-
ship with the soul of things. 
Broadly considered, what is 
called higher mind is really a 
feature of our god-soul, our 
intuitional base: the mani-
festation all-knowingness in 
human beings.
Our all-seeing self and per-
sonal self are caught in a 
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Yin-Yang of ‘self ’ and their 
relationship. Both “selves” 
represented by the two brain 
hemispheres are necessary 
— but they are also in urgent 
need of very rigorous cleans-
ing, balancing and prioritizing 
by us humans.
The gateway to a wider spiri-
tual understanding lies in our 
attitude to what we are doing 
and experiencing in our every-
day life. Perhaps an analogy 
would be that some people see 
a tree as just an obstacle in the 
way of development where-
as others see it as a beautiful 
creation of nature, as a ‘poem’ 
rather than just a ‘thing’.

Eckhart Tolle on Oneness: Eckhart Tolle on Oneness: 
Another modern spiritual 
teacher, Eckhart Tolle, gives 
us the clue as to how we can 
find our way to reconcile this 
duality in daily experience:
“What grace to see that the 
very thing that looked so 
heavy in the world of form, 
the very thing that seemed to 
be limiting me on all sides, 
that very thing is the doorway 
into the formless and into 
who I am beyond form. What 
grace to see that ultimately, 

they are one. Form is emp-
tiness — emptiness is form. 
They are one.”  —Eckhart 
Tolle.
 
At Our Deepest Level We At Our Deepest Level We 
Are One with the Boundless: Are One with the Boundless: 
Changing our attitudes to 
what comes to us in daily life 
to see the better side of every 
experience is the gateway to 
approaching the Unity behind 
all manifestation that the Ve-
dic sages simply called THAT 
(Tat).  We can’t say much 
about THAT except that it is 
not Dual as we have no point 
of comparison. 
“… Being necessarily beyond 
the reach of thought, this 
Principle can only be spoken 
of by negation, such as by the 
Vedic method of Neti Neti 
(“not this, not that”), in which 
is the Absolute is seen to tran-
scend the dualities and differ-
entiations of existence, whilst 
yet being the root and cause 
of all. It is from this that we 
originally emerged into being, 
and to this that, through the 
cosmic process of seemingly 
infinite eons, we will ultimate-
ly return. 
From this Boundless Principle 
– Parabrahm – we derive our 
thoughts and consciousness, 
our ability to influence and 
create our reality. It is import-
ant for us because it is us, at 
the most fundamental level, 
being the root of everything 
we are.” Luke Ironside: The 
Three  Fundamental Proposi-
tions of The Secret Doctrine, 
Theosophy Downunder. 
March 2021.

From this From this Boundless Boundless 
PrinciplePrinciple – Parabrahm  – Parabrahm 
– we derive our – we derive our 
thoughts and thoughts and 
consciousness, our consciousness, our 
ability to influence and ability to influence and 
create our reality. It create our reality. It 
is important for us is important for us 
because it is us, at because it is us, at 
the most fundamental the most fundamental 
level, being the root level, being the root 
of everything we are.” of everything we are.” 
Luke Ironside: The Luke Ironside: The 
Three  Fundamental Three  Fundamental 
Propositions of Propositions of The The 
Secret DoctrineSecret Doctrine, , 

Theosophy Downunder. Theosophy Downunder. 
March 2021.March 2021.
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An Endless journey: An Endless journey: As hu-
man beings all of us are on an 
endless journey throughout 
beginningless and endless time 
experiencing many different 
hierarchies of life besides the 
human unfolding ever more of 
our inner essence. 
But that Rootless Root with-
in each of us is the utterly 
Boundless. The great Hindu 
spiritual teacher, the Ava-
tara Sankaracharya, based 
his teaching of the Vedanta 
(meaning: ‘the real meaning 
of the Vedas’ or the ‘books of 
wisdom’) on this fact. 
He called it ‘Advaita’ or, 
‘non-dualistic’, because his 
thought dwelt on this end-
lessly Divine, the Rootless 
Root which is the core of the 
core of every unit in bound-
less space – including each 
one of us!  

– the Editor.

HP Blavatsky on Duality: Universal nature in manifestation is 
dual in character, divided into consciousness or the light side 
and matter or the dark side. 
Quoting from The Key to Theosophy (p. 112): 
‘Light would be incomprehensible without darkness to make it 
manifest by contrast; good would be no longer good without evil 
to show the priceless nature of the boon; and so personal virtue 
could claim no merit, unless it had passed through the furnace 
of temptation. 
The ancient Zoroastrian religion strongly emphasized this 
duality, and this conception was very early taken over by the 
Christians (cf. The Secret Doctrine, I, 411-24, "Demon est Deus 
Inversus"). 
But when the cosmic unit passes into its Pralaya [rest period], 
then good and evil vanish and are resolved back into the 
ineffable oneness of cosmic divinity — to lie latent until the new 
term of manifestation as a universe begins…
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BATTLE OF THE TWO WOLVES
GOOD AND EVIL

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life:An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life:
“A fight is going on inside me,” he said to the boy.“A fight is going on inside me,” he said to the boy.
”It is a terrible fight and it is between two wolves. One is evil–he ”It is a terrible fight and it is between two wolves. One is evil–he 
is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, 
resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.”resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.”
He continued, “The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, He continued, “The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, 
serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, 
truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside 
you–and inside every other person, too.”you–and inside every other person, too.”
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his 
grandfather: “Which wolf will win?”grandfather: “Which wolf will win?”
The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.”The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.”

– A Cherokee – A Cherokee 
Indian TaleIndian Tale
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SPIRITUAL INITIATION 
A NEW BIRTH

GOOD 

EVIL
AND

   SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THEOSOPHY 
  –Condensed from the writings of G de Purucker  –Condensed from the writings of G de Purucker
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WWhat is Good? What is hat is Good? What is 
Evil? Are they things-in-Evil? Are they things-in-
themselves, or are they themselves, or are they 

conditions through which entities pass? conditions through which entities pass? 
Good is harmony because it is relative 
perfection, and Evil is disharmony 
because it is imperfection; and these 
two, good and evil, insofar as we are 
concerned, apply solely to our hierarchy 
of life. Our ‘good’ is ‘evil’ to the entities 
existing in a superior hierarchy. Evil 
signifies a state of an entity or group of 
entities in greater or less degree opposing 
the forwards-moving evolutionary 
stream of life. 

Whence comes the Evil in the world, if Whence comes the Evil in the world, if 
the Divine which is mightier than Evil is the Divine which is mightier than Evil is 
everywhere?everywhere? 
One would think from such a question 
that evil is an entity – Devil, Demon, 
Satan, etc, a power or a force, which 
flows forth from the heart of some thing 
or being. On the contrary, the Ancient 
Wisdom says it is merely the condition 
of an evolving entity which has not yet 
fully manifested the latent divinity at its 
core, and thus is inharmonious with its 
environment because of its imperfection.
In the Old Testament Isiah 45:7 it 
recognizes the origin of good and evil 
in Divinity: “I form the light, and create 
darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I 
the LORD do all these things.”
 

Are There Hierarchies  Are There Hierarchies  
of Evil Beings? of Evil Beings? 

These are composed of beings that 
make the choice of seeking power for 
themselves in the material side of nature 
– Evil. This is the – Left-Hand PathLeft-Hand Path as 
opposed to the Right-Hand PathRight-Hand Path of 
those beings that choose to flow with the 
spiritual side of Nature – what we would 
call the Good.
If our minds and hearts are turned in 
the direction of the Right-Hand Path we 

can receive immense inspiration and 
help; or contrariwise with the Left-Hand 
Path an attraction to the hellish aspects 
of life which can have their own type 
of immense power over other people 
and aspects of Nature. This forms the 
basis of the Christian and other religious 
traditions of calling upon either hierarchy 
(Good or Evil) for assistance/inspiration/
power.

Is Matter Inherently Evil?Is Matter Inherently Evil?
 Good is not Spirit, Evil is not Matter, 
the nether pole of spirit, because that 
would be saying that matter is essentially 
evil, which, according to the Ancient 
Wisdom, it is not. Evil, whether spiritual 
or material, is whatever is imperfect and 
passing through a phase of growing to 
something better. Neither matter nor 
spirit is in one or the other condition 
absolutely, and for eternity. 
A spiritual entity is evolving just as much 
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as any material entity. Nevertheless, 
because spirit and spiritual beings 
are nearer to nature’s heart, they are, 
collectively speaking, more perfect, 
therefore less evil than matter and 
material entities. 

Does Evil Ever become Good? Does Evil Ever become Good? 
Evil per se does not become good per 
se, that is, one state does not become 
another state, the truth being that it is the 
evolving entity which passes from one 
state into another. Both good and evil 
are conditions of growth. This calls to 
mind the saying of the ancient wisdom 
tradition of many lands— and Christian 
— expression concerning entities existing 
in a state of “spiritual wickedness” 
(Ephesians, VI, 12). 
Obviously, if those entities, although 
belonging to the spiritual realms, are 
imperfect and inharmonious there, 
they are ‘evil’ in that state. If entities, 
belonging to the state which we call 
relative perfection, exist harmoniously 
with surrounding beings, then they are 
entities of spiritual good. Harmony, law, 
order, peace, love: all these are conditions 
of entities which are in accord with the 
onward-flowing current of evolutionary 
growth. Such entities are more nearly at 
one with the heart of Being, and therefore 
endure. 

What About the Balance  What About the Balance  
of Good and Evil? of Good and Evil? 

It is the balance of spiritual and material 
existences — the natural course of 
universal being — which gives the 

diversity in the universe. There is no 
power (or powers) which keeps the 
universe either all good or all bad; for 
it is neither the one nor the other. Vast 
hierarchies are the universe, hierarchies 
on the invisible planes and likewise on 
that cross section we call our physical 
world; and it is the differences in 
evolutionary degree attained in these 
hierarchies and in the hosts of entities 
composing them which provide the vast 
diversity that the universe manifests. It 
can at no time be either all good or all 
bad, for it is perpetually advancing; and 
this marching army is without beginning 
and without ending. 

How are Evil and Karma Related? How are Evil and Karma Related? 
We should have a lunatic universe if 
Karma was non-existent! If men could 
wreck the lives of others, and then escape 
Scot-free. Nature is not so built. Man is 

a god in his inmost and, because he is 
linked with the divine elements as well 
as with all the other elements of the 
universe, what he does, nature reacts 
against. He has free will, and so reaps 
the consequences of all that he thinks 
and does and is. A man who works 
for brotherhood and kindliness has all 
nature’s evolutionary stream with him; 
this brings strength and light and induces 
a cosmic expansion of his inner faculties. 
The man who works for hate, for selfish 
ends, who sets his puny will against the 
evolving river of lives, has all nature’s 
incalculable weight pressing upon him. 
Such action on his part is imperfection, 
inharmony, and therefore evil. 
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Evil: Arising from  Evil: Arising from  
the Conflict of Wills:the Conflict of Wills:

Throughout the cosmos we see that Evil 
is the conflict among entities… Arising 
because of their as yet imperfectly 
developed spiritual powers. Applying 
this to man and his works, the conflict 
of human wills and intelligences which 
strive against each other, produces 
disharmony, pain, disease, and all the 
host of evils. Yet, when we learn the 
lesson that our interests are one instead 
of diverse, we shall work together in 
a constantly increasing ratio as our 
spiritual understanding unfolds. 

Is there Such a Thing  Is there Such a Thing  
as Cosmic Evil? as Cosmic Evil? 

Again, on the universal scale, cosmic 
evils arise from the different strivings and 
conflicts of the PrakritisPrakritis [planes of the 
universe in manifestation = Matter] in 
nature with their respective inhabitants. 
Matter — the seven prakritis — is not 
evil per se, but crystallized or condensed 
spirit; and the prakritis are simply 
incomputably vast numbers of monads 
individually unawakened or unevolved 
and hence functioning in nature as fields 
of material or prakritic extent. 
When a universe, through evolution 
of all its variously differentiated 
prakritis, shall finally reach spiritual 
levels, these differentiations will merge 
into the spiritual unity of the cosmic 
monad, thus bringing about the grand 
consummatum est, when duality 
vanishes into unity. 

Discord is the Discord is the 
Harmony  Harmony  
of the Universe:  of the Universe:  
Allowing Allowing 
Spiritual GrowthSpiritual Growth

 The following passage 
in The Mahatma Letters 
(p. 401) gives a further key: 

“. . . discord is the harmony of the 
Universe…each part, as in the 
glorious fugues of the immortal 
Mozart, ceaselessly chases the other 
in harmonious discord on the paths 
of Eternal progress to meet and finally 
blend at the threshold of the pursued goal 
into one harmonious whole, the keynote 
in nature Sat. 
Thus, in its essence, matter is as divine 
as spirit, for it is merely the shadow or 
vehicular side of spirit. 

Applying All This to Daily Life: Applying All This to Daily Life: 
We have seen that human nature is dual 
and that the Battle of the Wolves is ever 
going on between the Higher and the 
Lower Selves: the Angel and the Demon 
in every Man/Woman. When the Higher, 
immortal part dominates – there is 
knowledge and peace. When the Lower 
rules, all the dark despairing elements of 
human life rush in upon the unguarded 
soul. But man in his inner essence is 
a being with divine inheritance and 
immeasurable possibilities of spiritual 
evolution.
So how come we manage to get ourselves 
into so much trouble?
 

Opening the Door Opening the Door 
 to the Bad Wolf: to the Bad Wolf: 

How do human weaknesses creep in to 
our lives? Because of our dedication to 
selfishness – ‘I, me,me,mine’ – we open 

the door to our inner being and 
invite the obsessive, potent 

force of evil into our lives. 
Often with the power 
enough to destroy our 
very being. The door 
of selfish desire once 
opened, the incoming 

stranger is welcomed, 
entertained, permitted 

to enjoy the bounty of 

Wolfgang Wolfgang 
Amadeus Amadeus 
MozartMozart
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our intellectual life, permitted to sit in 
the very chamber of man’s being, where 
really only higher and splendid things 
should be.

How Can We Shut  How Can We Shut  
the Door on Selfish Desire?the Door on Selfish Desire?

This door may be open in any one of 
us. It can never be shut, and kept shut, 
until our feet are planted on the rock of 
spiritual knowledge [the seven jewels of 
wisdom] and of trust in their reality.
Until we shut the faintest tinge our touch 
of evil that would mar the purity of the 
inner realm of mind that the soul works 
in and through, we are at risk of allowing 
evil tendencies to rule our character.
The key to it is: 

MAN, KNOW 
THYSELF!

Through honest self-analysis of our 
actions and motivations we can realize 
our mistakes and evil tendencies – and 
make a start on the appropriate actions 
to exclude evil from our lives – self-
directed spiritual evolution.
Our inner divinity – the Knower/
Observer  - our spiritual companion 
within – is ever pleading to be listened 
to, ever waiting to be recognized, ever 
ready to help and serve that it may bring  
the whole nature of us to its standard 
of godlike perfection – ie, bring out the 
‘good’ part of us. – Condensed from the – Condensed from the 
writings of G de Purucker with some writings of G de Purucker with some 
additional comments from the Editor.additional comments from the Editor.

Agni Yoga on Duality: “Let us imagine 
a person preoccupied with the 
thought that each of his eyes sees 
differently. Of course, he would be 
right, but by this very thought he 
would ruin his eyesight. Coordination 
of reflexes is not easy, but it is 
the only thing that guarantees an 
apparatus will work. The difference 
between the eyes is what gives an 
image perspective. In just the same 
way, two truths can grow together 
in a healthy organism. A man who 
is engrossed in thinking about the 
gap between different truths is like 
a man who fixates on the difference 
between his eyes; his vision loses 
perspective.” - Agni Yoga, Leaves of 
Moria’s Garden II: 329.
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OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY (PASADENA)  
AROUND THE WORLDNEWS

Australasian Section: 
Zoom Online Meetings on the Ancient 
Wisdom: Zoom meetings covering a wide 
range of subjects on the Ancient Wisdom on 
Tuesday nights from 7.30pm-9pm, Melbourne 
time (except during the Victorian state school 
holidays). 
Please check our Theosophy Downunder 
Website at: www.theosophydownunder.orgwww.theosophydownunder.org for the 
latest information and list of meetings available 
on Zoom. 
Please email: andrewrooke@hotmail.comandrewrooke@hotmail.com if you 
want to be put on our mailing list for the weekly 
Zoom meetings.

Meditation Mondays: Why not join us for 
Meditation Mondays, every Monday, 7.50pm to 
8.30pm Brisbane time and going through to 12 
December.  Please contact Esther Pockrandt at: 
zigane09@gmail.comzigane09@gmail.com

Melbourne Library News: Theosophical 
Pasadena Library Centre is at 664 Glenhuntly 
Rd, Caulfield South, Melbourne. The library 
has a collection of ‘hard-to-find’ books and 
magazines on spirituality, religion, theosophy 
and occultism. Books are available for loan to 
regular attendees at our meetings and U3A 
students attending the Tuesday Zoom meetings. 
The library is open on Tuesday mornings from 
9.30am to 12.30pm. 
The library catalogue is available on our website 
at: www.theosophydownunder.orgwww.theosophydownunder.org  

New Books in the library include: M. 
Rickard: Altruism: the power of compassion to 
change yourself and the world; B. Baurer: The 
Mayo Clinic book of Alternative Medicine and 
Book of Home Remedies; D.F. Rusketti: Ending 
the Plague: a scholar’s obligation in an age of 
corruption; N. Suckling: Year of the Dragon: 

an ancient journal of Oriental wisdom; R. 
Bregman: HumanKind: a hopeful history; T. 
Yunkaporta: SandTalk: how indigenous thinking 
can save the world; Lama Zopa Rinpoche: 
Ultimate Healing, the Power of Compassion; 
School of Historical Studies, Centre for Classics 
& Archaeology: Pyramids, Princes, Egypt 
& the East;  W.K. Chu: The Astrology of the 
I-Ching;  S.Blackburn: The Oxford Dictionary 
of Philosophy; W.Y. Evans-Wentz: The Tibetan 
Book of the Great Liberation, or the Method of 
Realizing Nirvana through Knowing Your Mind; 
J. Rhoades: Out of the Silence; H. Wesselman: 
The Bowl of Light: ancestral wisdom from a 
Hawaiian Shaman; J. Barker-Woolger: The 
Goddess Within: a guide to eternal myths that 
shape women’s’ lives …and many others.

Theosophical Book of the 
Month: The Voice of the 
Silence by HP Blavatsky: 
Translated from the Book 
of the Golden Precepts, the 
rules and ethics presented in 
the Voice contrast the two 
paths of spiritual attainment: 
the one pursued by those 

seeking knowledge for their own enlightenment; 
the other chosen by those whose aspirations 
are prompted by compassion for all. The Dalai 
Lama said of this book: “Í believe that this book 
very strongly influenced many sincere seekers 
and aspirants to the wisdom and compassion of 
the Boddhisattva path.”

New German Re-Translation of The Secret 
Doctrine now available: Theosophical University 
Press has just announced a new re-translation of 
HP Blavatsky’s theosophical classic, The Secret 
Doctrine. Now available in a completely new 
German translation, Die GeheimlehreDie Geheimlehre is based 
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on the original two-volume English edition 
published in London and New York on November 
1, 1888. This work was published in 2014 by the 
Theosophical University Press in Pasadena in a 
completely re-typeset printing that matches the 
original exactly in characters. The aim of the new 
translation is to preserve the beauty and unity of 
the original as much as possible and to present 
it to the reader as unchanged as possible. The 
page numbers of the original American edition 
of 1888 are added to the work as marginalia. This 
opens up the possibility for interested readers to 
use the references available online and, in some 
cases, in print in their studies. The index of the 
1925 edition has been updated and supplemented. 
Congratulations to our German National Secretary, 
Armin Zebrowski, and all associated with this 
major effort to make theosophical teachings 
available in German language.

New on our Website: Several new articles have 
been added to our website under the ‘Theosophy 
Downunder Library of Articles and Lectures’ menu 
including the following articles: Esther Pockrandt: 
Meditation: Making a Start; Luke M. Ironside: 
Giants: Theosophical perspectives; Andrew Rooke: 
Practical Spiritual Practice; Amanda F. Rooke: 
Lower Mind to Higher Mind: What Buzz the 
Boss Bird Taught Me; Andrew Rooke: Simplicity, 
Patience, and Compassion: The Three Greatest 
Treasures.

International Headquarters: The Theosophical 
Society, Pasadena, has a comprehensive website, 
www.theosociety.orgwww.theosociety.org  where a wide selection of 
online publications, information regarding the 
basic concepts, objectives and history of the 
society can be viewed. 
American Section: The online magazine, 
The Spiral Path, is available on the website 
www.theosocietyamsec.orgwww.theosocietyamsec.org 

Northwest Branch: Northwest Branch: A wide range of articles and 
all editions of the Theosophy Northwest View 
newsletter are listed at: www.theosophy-nw.orgwww.theosophy-nw.org

British Section: For all back copies of the 
newsletter, Compass, and general information 
go to http://www.theosophical.org.uk/ http://www.theosophical.org.uk/ 
Zoom online lectures and discussions are 
available in the UK. Contact Pat and Sandy 
Powell at: ts-uk@talktalk.netts-uk@talktalk.net

German Section: For general information: 
www.theosophie.dewww.theosophie.de

The Netherlands Section: For general 
information: http://theosofie.nethttp://theosofie.net

Swedish Section: http://www.theosociety.org/http://www.theosociety.org/
pasadena/sverige/index.htmpasadena/sverige/index.htm
For online literature in Swedish visit: 
http://theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/http://theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/
teosofiskabokforlaget/index.htmteosofiskabokforlaget/index.htm

Exploring Theosophy: The Synthesis of 
Science, Religion and Philosophy: 
This website, maintained by David Pratt, 
features a wide range of topics relating to 
theosophy: http://davidpratt.infohttp://davidpratt.info

Theosophy World News: the best way 
to keep up with developments in the world-
wide theosophical movement inclusive of all 
Theosophical Societies is to read this quarterly 
website at: https://theosophy.newshttps://theosophy.news 
South African Section: Copies of the 
South African section newsletter, Contact,  
are available by emailing the editor 
 and National Secretary, Alice Yetman:  
alice.yetman@gmail.com alice.yetman@gmail.com   
Contact person in the greater Durban area: 

NEWS



SEPTEMBER 2022 / «THEOSOPHY DOWNUNDER»  19  

Grant Holliday, halliday@absamail.co.zahalliday@absamail.co.za  
Contact person in the Western Cape:  
Dewald Bester: besterdewald@gmail.combesterdewald@gmail.com 

Monash University Centre for 
Consciousness and Contemplative 
Studies (M3CS): is a newly established 
research centre at Australia’s largest university, 
Monash University, in Melbourne. The 
Centre promotes our common humanity by 
integrating interdisciplinary consciousness 
research, community engagement and 
contemplative education. M3CS is a university-
based research centre and educational hub. 
M3CS conducts research across humanities, 
psychology, medicine and neuroscience, delivers 
innovative, practice-based education, promotes 
interfaith and secular dialogue, and engages 
extensively with contemplative communities 
and partner organisations. Their mission is to 
make contemplative practices central to our 
conscious connection with each other and our 
environment, helping us better solve the many 
challenges the world confronts. The Centre aims 
to wake us up to ourselves, each other and the 
planet.

Buddha at the Gas Pump: this is an 
interesting series of over 600 video interviews 
with ‘ordinary spiritually-awakened’ people in the 
community around the world. Such ‘quiet heroes’ 
are at work keeping the balance of an increasingly 
crazy world and it is good to hear more of their 
often unknown and unrecognized activities for 
the welfare of us all. As the famous spiritual writer, 
Eckhardt Tolle, says: “A huge number of people 
are going through the process of awakening, some 
in the early stages, some in the later stages, and it’s 
wonderful to see”. Their website is at: 
https://batgap.com/https://batgap.com/ and their videos are on You 
Tube.

Science and Philosophy in the Indian 
Buddhist Classics: This new series of four 
volumes began in 2017.  The Dalai Lama said it 
will cover science, philosophy & religion from the 
Buddhist standpoint. Only two volumes are out 
so far, one on Physical Realm and the second on 
the Mind. More information is available at:
https://wisdomexperience.org/wisdom-article/https://wisdomexperience.org/wisdom-article/
science-and-philosophy-in-the-indian-buddhist-science-and-philosophy-in-the-indian-buddhist-
classics/ classics/ 

Everything is Conscious is Beginning 
to be Recognized by Academia: one 
of the basic teachings of the Ancient Wisdom is 
that everything is conscious in its own way and 
that the Universe itself is consciousness expressed 
in a myriad of ways. It is encouraging to see that 
academia is now beginning to take this idea as 
possibly being reality as indicated in a recent article: 
The idea that everything from spoons to stones ids 
conscious is gaining academic credibility:  
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-idea-that-https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-idea-that-
everything-from-spoons-to-stones-is-conscious-is-everything-from-spoons-to-stones-is-conscious-is-
gaining-academic-credibility?utm_source=pocket-gaining-academic-credibility?utm_source=pocket-
newtabnewtab  

And in a fascinating lecture by 
Jude Currivan: The Cosmic Hologram: the 
Cosmology of a Conscious and Evolutionary 
Universe:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoiM21Sa1ekhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoiM21Sa1ek
These ideas reflect the notion of a holographic uni-
verse expressed in the 2018 book by members of 
our group here in Melbourne, Roza and Margarita 
Riaikkenen: Creator and Creators. 

OUR VIRTUES AND OUR FAILINGS ARE INSEPARABLE,  
LIKE FORCE AND MATTER. WHEN THEY SEPARATE,  

MAN IS NO MORE. – NICHOLA TESLA.
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THOU AND I 
– Tasha Halpert.

How can You be separate from me?
You are the very fabric of my being,

thread of my warp and woof,
shuttle that moves between.

How can I be separate from You?
I am the creature of Your creation
formed from flesh of your flesh,

the dust that is Your Self.

How can I not desire You?
You are the heart of all desire;

You inhabit all creation from the inside out,
informing form, bridging chaos and order.

How can You not desire me?
I am Your love reflected in my self,

day and night I polish the mirror that is my heart,
that I may be more faithful to Your shining.

- Tasha Halpert lives with her husband Stephen in Grafton Massa-
chusetts, USA. She has recently published a book of her poetry Po-
ems and Prayers, which is available from Amazon or autographed 
by Tasha herself at tashahal@gmail.com.
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 – Stefan Carey

TThis doctrine suggests 
that there is an 
unending development 

for every aspect of the universe 
and every aspect of our nature. 
In theosophy it is used in 
the sense that everything 
is unrealised potential, and 
the realisation of the highest 
aspect of ourselves comes from 
within. The inner learning 
is not a process of adding 
but removing barriers to 
the knowledge already held 
within. As Chinese Taoist 
philosopher, Lao Tsu, took 
great joy in pointing out: 
“The more one knows, the 
more one has to get rid of ”. As 
theosophist G. de Purucker 
says: “Brick is not added to 
brick, or experience merely 
topped by another experience, 
or that variation is super- 
added to other variations. We 
learn, we grow from within 
into a greater being, greater 
understanding. An eternal 
process of education – the 
word education meaning “to 
bring out, to see.”
To cultivate the essential 
characteristics of the individ-
ual or our ‘Swabhava’, is to 
realise them in manifestation. 
Nature, or the world, is our 

SEVEN JEWELS OF WISDOM  

REINCARNATION; KARMA; HIERARCHIES; SELF-BECOMING; EVOLUTION; THE TWO PATHS, AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE SELF

EVOLUTIONTHE FIFTH JEWEL: 

“field of action”, on and in 
which these inherent qualities 
function, upon which they act 
and from which they receive 
corresponding reaction. This 
action and reaction invari-
ably becomes the stimulus or 
spur to further manifestations 
of energy on the part of the 
evolving entity.
Theosophists are really 
Emanationists, rather than 
Evolutionists, in that they 
believe our inner nature 
uses outer vehicles to learn 
with and not the other way 
around. The entity grows in 
understanding by gradually 
evolving self-consciousness 
and manifesting in great-
er degree the potentialities 
within. This process occurs 
over a vast period of time 
with the eternal spiritual part 
of us learning and growing in 
self-consciousness by using 
different bodies at different 
times which are suitable to 
our stage of spiritual develop-
ment. At one time in the vast 
past we manifested as min-
erals, then in the vegetable 
kingdom, then in the animal 
kingdom, now as men, and in 
the future as what we would 
consider to be gods.  

– Stefan Carey,  
Melbourne, Australia.
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"Composition with circles and lines" 1926; "Composition with circles and lines" 1926; 
Wassily KandinskyWassily Kandinsky

THE INEFFABLE
– Eugene Harris– Eugene Harris

I am the Silence. I am the All.I am the Silence. I am the All.
I am the Ineffable words would recall.I am the Ineffable words would recall.

Out of my limitless puissance*,Out of my limitless puissance*,
By my will there does ceaselessly advanceBy my will there does ceaselessly advance

The Light of My Mind,The Light of My Mind,
The force of Creation and all of Mankind.The force of Creation and all of Mankind.
From my everywhere focus seen in a dot,From my everywhere focus seen in a dot,
An infinite circle as a stone dropped in a An infinite circle as a stone dropped in a 

pool,pool,
Implementing constant creation, constant Implementing constant creation, constant 

renewal.renewal.

I am manifest in the stars overhead.I am manifest in the stars overhead.
I am the Dawn and Twilight’s deep red.I am the Dawn and Twilight’s deep red.

The planets did I mould and fix in their orbs.The planets did I mould and fix in their orbs.
I am endless energy thrust forward; energy I am endless energy thrust forward; energy 

absorbed.absorbed.
From Me come the cycles and the seasons,From Me come the cycles and the seasons,
Propelled by my Word, driven by Reason.Propelled by my Word, driven by Reason.

From Me all Heaven, the Milky Way,From Me all Heaven, the Milky Way,
The owl in the night-time, the lark in the day.The owl in the night-time, the lark in the day.

My Presence is the babe in the crib,My Presence is the babe in the crib,
The tiger in the forest, killing to live.The tiger in the forest, killing to live.

My Way and My Purpose humans resist,My Way and My Purpose humans resist,
As manifest and necessary as it all is.As manifest and necessary as it all is.

Some say I am Evil. Some say I am Good.Some say I am Evil. Some say I am Good.
My Essence by such will ne’er be understood My Essence by such will ne’er be understood 

––
For this is how Man seeks to confine Me;For this is how Man seeks to confine Me;
By such ponderous logic ne’er will he find By such ponderous logic ne’er will he find 

Me.Me.
The Taoist Lao Tse came nearest to me alas,The Taoist Lao Tse came nearest to me alas,
Not seeking as a single hand, itself to grasp.Not seeking as a single hand, itself to grasp.
When all theology and seeking have ended When all theology and seeking have ended 

their span,their span,
The simple man of Faith will know that I Am.The simple man of Faith will know that I Am.

[*puissance means strength/power-Ed.][*puissance means strength/power-Ed.]
- Eugene Harris, Melbourne,  - Eugene Harris, Melbourne,  

Victoria, Australia.Victoria, Australia.
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Is Theosophy a School for the Occult Arts? Is Theosophy a School for the Occult Arts? 
Many people view Theosophy as a school for the 
occult arts. Many of our discussions mention 
the invisible worlds or aspects of the inner con-
stitution of man and how these worlds impinge 
and relate to the outer world that we know. This 
can be disturbing and even frightening to many 
people, and so the impression can be that Theos-
ophy is a body of knowledge for those interested 
in ‘freaky’ subjects such as ghosts, clairaudience, 
clairvoyance, reading people’s thoughts, etc. 
Certainly, one of the aims of the Theosophical 
Society is to study the powers innate in man, 
but, is Theosophy just another school for the 
study of the more spectacular aspects of occult-
ism? No, Theosophy recognizes the reality of 
the invisible worlds and their inter-relation with 
ours, but it is principally interested in develop-
ing our true human potentials for understand-
ing, patience, tolerance, and love as we come to 
understand our place in the Oness of the living 
universe through the spiritual knowledge and 
practice Theosophy teaches.

Is Theosophy Just Comparative Religions? Is Theosophy Just Comparative Religions? 
Many of the ideas and certainly the language 
of much of theosophy seem to be based on 
concepts from ancient religions and philoso-
phies, especially Hinduism and Buddhism from 

ancient India. Many of the basic ideas of The-
osophy seem to come right out a textbook on 
Buddhism with concepts like Karma and Rein-
carnation that we usually associate with Indian 
religion being major topics of conversation in 
theosophical meetings. This impression is rein-
forced by the widespread use of complex tech-
nical terms in Theosophy which come from the 
ancient Indian language, Sanskrit. Terms such 
as ‘Swabhava’, ‘Linga Sarira’, ‘Nirvana’, all have a 
strong Indian flavour to them and many tech-
nical theosophical discussions sound like they 
are half in a foreign language! This has led many 
people to think of theosophy as an amalgam of 
Eastern, especially Indian, religions made palat-
able for a Western audience rather than a vibrant 
and living philosophy in its own right with 
truths relevant to a Western audience of the here 
and now. Many theosophical discussions often 
degenerate into discussion of where ideas appear 
in the different cultures and religions of the 
world rather than recognizing that Theosophy is 
really an attempt at revealing the core spiritual 
knowledge whence these religions arose.  

– The Editor.

 “The mind is dual in its potentiality, it is physical 
and metaphysical. The higher part of the mind is 
connected with the spiritual soul or Buddhi, the 
lower with the animal soul, the Kama (desire) 
principle….The plastic power of imagination is 
much stronger in some persons than in others. 
…That is why it is so very difficult for a materi-
alist – the metaphysical portion of whose brain 
is almost atrophied – to raise himself – or, for 
one who is naturally-spiritually minded to de-
scend to the level of the matter-of-fact vulgar 
thought. But the habit of thinking in the higher 
mind can be developed, otherwise would there 
be hope for the persons who wish to alter their 
lives and raise themselves?…” 
- HP Blavatsky

ON THEOSOPHY 
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HIGHER AND  
LOWER SELVES

THE POWER OF PASSION
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 - Bhavanishankar Mullapoorcar.

“As the flame is surrounded by 
smoke, and a mirror by rust, and as 
the womb envelopes the foetus, so is 
the universe surrounded by passion.” 
– Bhagavad-Gita, III. 38.

The mighty magic of prakriti or 
nature expresses itself in and 
by the law of contrast. Light 

and Darkness are the world’s eternal 
ways. In us mortals also that duality 
works, and as a result we have two 
natures, the higher god-like and 
the lower demoniacal. Those of us 
who are courageous enough to face 
our own minds know that every 
time in such a process we are made 
aware of the existence of our asuric 
or devilish disposition; the more 
vigorous the examination, the more 
appalling the vision of ourselves 
as embodied devils. This begets 
despondency. We muster courage 
and gird up our loins to fight, taking 
a solemn resolve not to err in the 
sphere of passion, not to lapse into 
anger, not to slide down into avarice. 
Then real troubles begin and we say 
with St. Paul: “What I would, that 
do I not, but what I hate, that do I.” 
(Romans, VII, 15).

This is the state of Arjuna, 
the strong-armed striver after 
perfection, when he asks of his Guru 
Krishna: “By what, O Varshnaya, is 
man propelled to commit offences, 
seemingly against his will and as if 
constrained by some secret force?” 
This secret force, he is told by his 
Master, is Kama-Passion – the 

enemy of man on earth, the first of 
the three gates to Hell. 
Our knowledge and discrimination 
are most of the time vitiated by this 
passion. On the other hand it is the 
energizer of our senses and organs 
of bodily action. Its subtle influence 
reaches far and deep, and clouds 
and deludes the Lord in the body. 
All these considerations make men 
wellnigh hopeless and they often 
give up the good fight. 
Who can blame them for wanting to 
retreat from this Kurukshetra, the 
field of Holy War? It is easier to kill 
the tiger in the jungle, or overthrow 
the tyrant of the state, than to defeat 
this subtle enemy of the God within 
our hearts.

But Krishna says that knowing 
the nature of our Higher Self, the 
Lord Ishvara, in the heart of each 
of us, and invoking His aid, and 
strengthening the lower self by the 
Higher Self, this foe may be slain. 
This is the final summation of 
His discourse on Karma Yoga, the 
right performance of action. In a 
single verse the profound answer is 
given. Its understanding requires 
meditation, while its application and 
practice is a question of sustained 
effort for years.

According to our Shastras, 
Kamadeva is the son of Dharma 
and Shraddha–Duty is his father 
and Faith his mother; and yet he is 
the tormentor of the Atman in us! 
Such is his magic and its maya. Will 
is born of Kamadeva, it is said. The 
old Hermetists asserted “Behind 
will stands desire”; and the Rig Veda 
Hymn refers to the primal arising of 
Desire in the unknown First Cause. 
Translating these metaphysical ideas 
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into terms of the human plane 
we may say that all our thoughts 
and feelings, all our resolves and 
actions proceed from the principle 
of Passion-Kama in us: some are of 
the nature of lust and low passion, 
others of love and compassion. Lust 
and love, passion and compassion, 
all stream forth from but one 
source. In our delusion we seek 
for different sources and trace the 
one to a God, the other to a devil, 
both outside of us. The source is 
single, the human heart: one stream 
goes upwards and compassion, 
knowledge and thoughtful action 
result; the other downwards to 
manufacture lust, gluttony and 
avarice. Our past thoughts and 
feelings and will-resolves produce 
in us the manifestation of Ahura-
Mazda as also of Ahriman: Suras 
and Asuras are both produced in us 
and by us.

There are two kinds of desires in us, 
the higher and the lower. 
Who is not familiar with the lower? 
Not many know the nature and 
working of the higher. 
The passion-principle of Kama 
is the central one in the human 
constitution. The Higher Self with 
its discriminating and thinking 
faculties is the spiritual triad in 
man; the personal man with his 
body and the energy or vitality 
– prana – is the second triad. 
Between these two is Kama; there 
is desire in and of the higher, as 
there is desire in and of the lower 
triad. The senses and sense-organs 
are the instruments of the lower 
desires; the discerning intuition 
and the thinking mind are the 
instruments of the higher. When 
an individual has more of the lower 

desires than the higher, and when 
he gives way to them, he is seen 
as an evil man; when the higher 
desires show themselves we have 
a good and noble person. In most 
people there is the mixture of good 
and evil, and it is so persistent that 
it is taken as natural and therefore 
unalterable. This is due to lack of 
knowledge about ourselves, about 
the seat of both kinds of desires in 
us, and about how these desires go 
round unceasingly until the laws 
of our and their beings are in some 
measure understood.

It is said that the higher passions are 
three: 
(1) Desire for the Wisdom about the 
Divine Self in each; 
(2) Desire for the company of Holy 
Men, that is, those who are the 
possessors of such Wisdom; and 
(3) Desire to apply the Teachings of 
that Wisdom to ourselves in daily 
living. 

The starting point in reforming 
ourselves lies in arousing one or 
more of these higher passions. We 
need not wait for them to come to 
birth naturally; we must strive to 
awaken them. Without knowledge 
no warfare can be carried on 
successfully; this greatest of all wars, 
the one in which we want to fight 
and demolish our moral and mental 
pravity requires precise knowledge. 
The Gita gives that knowledge, and 
so its study is necessary. 

Bhavanishankar Mullapoorcar,  Bhavanishankar Mullapoorcar,  
a student of the Master KH  a student of the Master KH  

– from Aryan Path, February 1930
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 – Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen

Our current work on a new 
book on education has 
raised many questions 

in our minds about education 
generally and particularly self-
education in different times and 
situations. This all closely relates 
to our own life experiences and 
especially to the experience we are 
all going through in this time of 
the Covid pandemic which reveals 
some paradoxes in our general and 
spiritual understanding. We discuss 
these paradoxes in our book, but 
we would like at this stage to share 
an excerpt from the book as our 
contribution to the discussion on 
Duality. 
When we recognize ourselves 
on a spiritual level, we start to 

SPIRITUALITY 
AND  
THE PARADOX  
OF DUALITY

feel our exquisite uniqueness and we 
manifest our unique abilities, talents, 
understanding, and will. At the same 
time, we are beginning to realize that 
we are all united in Spirit at the level of 
our spiritual Source. That is a beautiful 
feeling of Connection and at the same 
time of Freedom.
What we have discovered through the 
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years is that a lot of people 
confuse that natural unity 
with the state of uniformity 
and not only exercise this 
delusion as their own view 
but also apply all power they 
have to instil it in others 
forcing them to conform to 
the ways which are very far 
from the free expression of 
what these people really are, 
both spiritually and naturally. 
Unity comes from the heart 
and is quite an achievement. 
Whereas uniformity can be 
forced and is nothing to be 
proud of!     
Such mix up creates big 
problems in our time 
when our earthly nature 
is extensively studied by 
all sorts of power-seeking 
personalities and groups. 
They are becoming experts in 
manipulating us in one way or 
another. 
They may use our best 
intentions of serving 
struggling humanity.  When 
someone or some system tries 
to make us think uniformly, 
by propaganda and punitive 
actions, this means disrespect 
and violates us on a very deep 
level. 
The only possible way to 
withstand it is to be grounded 
in our everyday situation and 
simultaneously feel and ex-
press ourselves as a Soul, as a 
creation of Spirit and creator 
in our own right.  

-  Roza and Margarita  -  Roza and Margarita  
Riaikkenen, Melbourne,  Riaikkenen, Melbourne,  

AustraliaAustralia

… The state of Unity is a static condition. 
But the urge to live and the vibration 

of the initial rhythm [of Creation] both 
create a ‘swinging pendulum’ that leads 

to the division of the One. This division 
could be graphically represented by a 
circle divided into two opposites, two 

intersecting circles … We can say that 
division is Spirit’s conscious sacrifice, 

where Spirit sacrifices Its wholeness to 
enable the manifestation of life. Division 

into two circles also represents the 
process of separation into any opposites: 

Light and Shadow, Feminine and 
Masculine, etc. Spirit and two opposites 

together make a working Trinity, starting 
the process of manifestation. The 

division incurs polar tension – repulsion 
of division and attraction of ‘cosmic 

magnetism simultaneously. The poles are 
repelling each other, but the ‘magnet’ of 

Unity is always there, and is the yearning 
to return, to unite. It is a shift which, on 
the one hand disrupts the unity, but on 
the other requires and makes possible 

further continuous motion and creation of 
something new…” 

Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen: Creator and 
Creators (2018), page:25.
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One of the most 
famous Chinese 

spiritual teachers, 
the founder of Tao-
ism, Lao Tze, (571-
531BC) said it is in 

the simple things 
that we can find 

spiritual principles 
worth following. In 

his ‘Tao Te Ching’ 
(The Book of the 
Way) he says that 
he came to teach 

only three simple 
truths: 

SIMPLICITY,  
PATIENCE  

AND 
COMPASSION 

SIMPLICITY,  
PATIENCE  

AND 
COMPASSION 

The Three Greatest Treasures
Part 1: SIMPLICITY

Some say that my teaching is nonsense.
Others call it lofty but impractical.

But to those who have looked inside themselves,
this nonsense makes perfect sense.

And to those who put it into practice,
this loftiness has roots that go deep.

I have just three things to teach:
Simplicity, Patience, Compassion.

These three are your greatest treasures.
Simple in actions and in thoughts,
you return to the source of being.

Patient with both friends and enemies,
you accord with the way things are.

Compassionate toward yourself,
you reconcile all beings in the world.

- Tao Te Ching. Book 67
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Simplicity, Patience, and Com-
passion – three qualities which 
everyone can follow no matter 
what your situation. 

Simplicity
Simplicity seems to be an 
essential quality of the spiritual 
life advocated by all the great 
spiritual teachers.  Not a simplis-
tic life, but ‘simple’ in the sense of 
one unencumbered by material 
considerations as the primary 
focus of life leaving the student 
clear-headed and humble so that 
he/she can devote themselves to 
others without being diverted by 
a lot of material possessions.
Jesus was a simple carpenter, his 
followers came from common 
professions of the time, like 
fishermen, living a simple village 
life. He always demanded of his 
followers that they give up their 
material possessions before they 
followed him.  The founders 
of Christian orders, such as St 
Francis of Assisi, followed his 
example by demanding their 
monks live a simple and holy 
life ‘clearing the decks’ so that 
they could focus on the needs of 
others rather than building their 

own ego through the accumulation of personal 
material possessions.
Let’s have a look at some other spiritual teachers 
who advocated a simple life.
 
EASTERN PHILOSOPHY:EASTERN PHILOSOPHY:
In China, Taoism says that when virtue traditions 
are strong, people, and the example that they set to 
others, become even more important than princi-
ples as sources of moral guidance. 
In the Tao Te Ching (meaning: ‘The Book of the 
Way and its Virtues’) by Taoist Master, Lao Tzu: 
“Sages embrace the One and serve as models for the 
whole world but they do not parade themselves as 
models, as that would be self-defeating. They do not 
make a display of themselves and so are illustrious.”
“The sage does not hoard. The more he helps 
others, the more he benefits himself, the more he 
gives to others, the more he gets himself. The Way 
of Heaven does one good but never does one harm. 
The Way of the Sage is to act but not to compete.”
 
WESTERN PHILOSOPHY:WESTERN PHILOSOPHY:
Travelling across the world to ancient Greece, Aris-
totle describes the crown of virtues as: ‘greatness of 
soul’, saying of such a rare person:
 ‘there are few things he values highly’ and ‘nothing 
is great in his eyes’. He does not care for personal 
conversation nor to be complimented for himself 
or to compliment others. He is the last to complain 
about unavoidable or minor troubles ‘because such 
an attitude would imply that he took them seriously’. 
He said such a person should focus on what is 
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rightly honoured rather than pursue honour for its 
own sake. Honour can be a sign that you are doing 
the right thing but it is not the purpose of right 
action. 
Coming forward in time, German Philosopher 
Frederich Nietzsche (1844-1900), noted that the joy 
of Being is found in simple seemingly unremark-
able things. Most people miss these things because 
they are always looking for something significant 
in their lives when what they are looking for can be 
found in the so-called insignificant. Nietzche once 
said, “How little suffices for happiness! The least 
thing precisely, the gentlest thing, the lightest thing, 
a lizards’s rustling, a breath, a wink, an eye glance—
little maketh up the best happiness.” It was in this 
rare moment of silence that he realized—it’s the 
littlest things that bring us closest to Divinity.
Simple and balanced living is certainly a feature of 
a moral exemplar. Even in the materialist modern 
world, moral exemplars favour simple living from 
Nelson Mandela (South Africa) to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Gandhi and Mother Teresa (India).
Though, whilst advocating simple living, Aristotle 
also said that virtue did not mean you live an as-
cetic life. Aristotle believed that: ‘it is difficult if not 
impossible to do fine deeds without any resources.

ULTIMATE TRUTHS ARE SIMPLE… ULTIMATE TRUTHS ARE SIMPLE… 
BUT COMPLICATED:BUT COMPLICATED:
Beyond the character of a spiritual teacher or 
student, ultimate truths are frequently described as 
being in essence, ‘Simple’, even though the philos-
ophy and theology associated with such an under-
standing can get enormously complicated.  
As Lao Tzu says:
Simple in actions and in thoughts,
you return to the source of being.

Jesus said that we had to be ‘as 
little children’ to understand 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He 
is reported as saying: “Let the 
little children come to Me, and 
do not forbid them; for of such 
is the Kingdom of God. As-
suredly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the Kingdom 
of God as a little child will by 
no means enter it.” Matthew: 
18:3.
Meaning that we have to have a 
child-like purity and innocence 
to reflect our Source or Higher 
Self which is clouded by our 
obsession with Personality and 
considerations of our Lower 
Nature.
This truth is reflected in the 
stages of learning for students of 
the Mysteries which is basically 
a self-motivated effort guided by 
our teachers to bring the per-
sonality side of our nature under 
control so the Inner Source can 
shine in the world unimpeded 
by selfishness – a bit like the sun 
always shining above us but the 
clouds get in the way so we don’t 
realize it is there much of the 
time - especially so with Mel-
bourne weather!!
A simple life guided by Com-
mon Sense and a Sense of 
Humour into actions of Charity 
and characterized by Humility. 
It all makes sense as the basis of 
enlightened living.  But looking 
around the world now, we don’t 
often meet with these qualities in 
people. Do we have the Patience 
to await the wider acceptance of 
such a life? Where does Patience 
fit into this picture?  

– The Editor.

Simplicity, 
Patience, and 
Compassion: 
The Three 
Greatest 
Treasures: 
Part 2: 
Patience, 
coming 
in our 
December 
issue.
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The Great Mystery: The Great Mystery:  
Eugene Harris of Melbourne, 
has written recently about a 
question that fascinates all of 
us, The Great Mystery’, of Life:

The Great Mystery centres around Man’s 
creation. The WHY haunting him as 
Religion. The HOW provoking his cu-
riosity as Science. The why and the how 
are mistakenly pursued on separate and 
mutually exclusive paths. The Origin of 
these paths is in the One.
From the One emanates Duality. From 
Duality, Triplicity, the interplay of me-
diation, positive and negative, of force 
to form. Dynamic balance, Justice, or 
Ma’at as the Ancient Egyptians termed 
this quality of the One, discerned in all 
its inexplicable majesty before the more 
pedestrian and explicatory discoveries 
of Science.
What we call Electro-Magnetic activity 
is the Will and Mediation of the Un-
seen One, the Creator of Miracles, the 
Invisible to the Visible, from Light to 
Life, be it planet or virus, thoughtful, 
changing, adapting in whatever degree 
of consciousness.
We observe protoplasm form life and 
little wonder at it. There is in this Mind, 
Purpose, Adaption-Consciousness and 
yet we stand outside and wonder. And 
so we stand before the Mind that created 
the Cosmos and wonder.
While our ‘religions’ exclude, dogma-
tize, and denounce in ‘flat circles’. While 
our ‘science’ stumbles from discovery 
in war and peace while denouncing 
non-science as superstition, the Mystery 
remains, the insufficiency driving some 
to pursue it – to discover, and uncover 
what is already there within ourselves.
 – Eugene Harris, Melbourne, Australia.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Homelessness in our Cities Homelessness in our Cities 

Α member who has been travelling recently in 
Canada and the USA has written about the large 
number of homeless people in major cities in 
those countries and here in Australia. What can 
theosophists do to help the increasing number of 
people in this very difficult situation:

I wish to suggest that 
we consider the fate 
of the many thou-
sands of homeless 
people in the major 
cities even of 'first-
world' countries. My 
experience recently 
of travelling in Aus-
tralia, Canada and 

the USA, has proved to me the enormous divide between 
rich and poor and that this divide is growing in our societ-
ies. Pretty soon in cities like Vancouver, Canada, where the 
poor and drug-addicted flock due to the cold climate in the 
rest of the country, whole areas of the city are being overrun 
by homeless people camping out on the streets.  Authorities 
clearly don't know what to do about this situation where 
the problem is treated either as one of law enforcement, or 
simply of providing social housing for homeless people and 
creating ghettos of distressed people. 

There are obviously social, economic and medical reasons 
for this situation but behind it is a real crisis of values and 
sense of purpose in our communities. We all have the 
opportunities to help with the physical problems experi-
enced by homeless people by supporting philanthropic 
organisations doing magnificent work out on the front-
line on the streets every day and night. Perhaps our fur-
ther contribution could be to meditate on the real causes 
of this situation due to the often-misplaced values of our 
materialistic society, a lack of a sense of brotherhood and 
practical response to this crisis, and what we can do to 
spread knowledge of karma and reincarnation through-
out our communities which ultimately explains a lot of 
these problems and our responsibility to do something 
about them.
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A herald’s staff; specially, the wand of A herald’s staff; specially, the wand of 
Mercury or Hermes, god of wisdom, Mercury or Hermes, god of wisdom, 
corresponding to Thoth. It consists of corresponding to Thoth. It consists of 
a rod or tree with two serpents wound a rod or tree with two serpents wound 
in opposite directions round it, their in opposite directions round it, their 
tails meeting below, and their heads tails meeting below, and their heads 
approaching each other above. At the approaching each other above. At the 
top of the rod in top of the rod in 
the Greek version the Greek version 
is a knob, in the is a knob, in the 
earlier Egyptian earlier Egyptian 
form a serpent’s form a serpent’s 
head, from which spring head, from which spring 
a pair of wings. From the a pair of wings. From the 
central head between the wings central head between the wings 
grew the heads of the entwined grew the heads of the entwined 
serpents (spirit and matter), which serpents (spirit and matter), which 
descended along the tree of life, descended along the tree of life, 
crossing the neutral laya-centers crossing the neutral laya-centers 
between the different planes of between the different planes of 
being, to manifest where the two being, to manifest where the two 
tails joined on earth (SD 1:549-50). tails joined on earth (SD 1:549-50). 
The analogy is found in every known The analogy is found in every known 
cosmogony, all of which begin with cosmogony, all of which begin with 
a circle, head, or egg surrounded by a circle, head, or egg surrounded by 
darkness. darkness. 
From this circle of infinity — From this circle of infinity — 

WHAT IS THEOSOPHY? 
The word theosophy comes from a Greek 

compound meaning ‘god wisdom’ or ‘wisdom 
of divine things’. It was first used in ancient 

times, notably in the 3rd century AD by the disciples 
of Ammonius Saccus in connection with his ‘eclectic 
theosophical school’ in Alexandria, Egypt. There he 
attempted to show the common truth behind many 
of the systems of thought of his day and how to reach 
essential unity. 
Later the word was used by medieval European 
Alchemists, Cabbalists, Rosicrucians, Hermeticists, 

Freemasons, and by 18th century ‘Theosophers’. 
Essentially, however, theosophy transcends these 
particular movements: it is the reality of the 
universe, things as they actually are, as far as human 
consciousness can encompass them. In this broadest 
sense, theosophy has been expressed countless times 
throughout the ages by individuals and the many 
religious, scientific, and philosophic systems of 
mankind. 
All of us must discover this aspect of theosophy 
ourselves – in our life and thought. 

THE CADUCEUS: THE CADUCEUS: SYMBOL OF DUALITYSYMBOL OF DUALITY
the unknown All — comes forth the the unknown All — comes forth the 
manifestations of spirit and matter. The manifestations of spirit and matter. The 
emblem of the evolution of gods and emblem of the evolution of gods and 
atoms is shown by the two forces, positive atoms is shown by the two forces, positive 
and negative, ascending and descending and negative, ascending and descending 
and meeting. Its symbology is directly and meeting. Its symbology is directly 
connected with the globes of the planetary connected with the globes of the planetary 

chain and the circulations chain and the circulations 
of the beings or of the beings or 
life-waves on these life-waves on these 

globes, as well as with globes, as well as with 
the human constitution the human constitution 

and the afterdeath states. and the afterdeath states. 
Significantly, in ancient Greek Significantly, in ancient Greek 
mythology, Hermes is the mythology, Hermes is the 

psychopomp, psychagog, or psychopomp, psychagog, or 
conductor of souls after death to conductor of souls after death to 

the various inner spheres of the the various inner spheres of the 
universe, such as the Elysian Plains or universe, such as the Elysian Plains or 
the Meads of Asphodel. The Caduceus the Meads of Asphodel. The Caduceus 

also signifies the dual aspect of wisdom also signifies the dual aspect of wisdom 
by its twin serpents, Agathodaimon and by its twin serpents, Agathodaimon and 
Kakodaimon, good and evil in a relative Kakodaimon, good and evil in a relative 

sense. sense. 

– Encyclopedic – Encyclopedic 
Theosophical Glossary.Theosophical Glossary.
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