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There is an old saying which says: ‘You can’t
teach an old dog new tricks’. But if we want a
better world in the future we are definitely going
to have to learn a whole new ‘barrel of tricks’ at
every level of human behaviour and endeavour.
Perhaps we can take a lesson from another
member of the animal/insect kingdom and learn
a few lessons from the mysterious behaviour of
honeybees. Scientists have observed that
honeybees have latent genes which are only
unlocked when bees perform certain actions, like a ritual dance with other
honeybees. Suddenly the bee has unlocked new latent capacities locked up
somehow in their genetic makeup. – see Chris Kavelin. Nudges from grandfather
(2016) page 200.

Is it then too much of a stretch of imagination that we humans can also
escape the prison of our negative habits and thoughts if we activate actions
which bring higher capacities alive within us? These are the latent but truly
human qualities which will lead to a brighter future for us all, like Love,
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Tolerance, Understanding, Generosity, and Mindfulness which are locked up
in the spiritual ‘genetic heritage’ of all human beings. Like the honeybees, all
we need to do is to ‘dance’ to the right tune, in our case, the melody played by
our Higher Self. Then we will naturally unlock those inner capacities.
But this dance requires discipline and determination to change old selfish
habits by repeating actions involving service to others where we must
necessarily go outside our ‘comfort zone’ of what is both comfortable and
familiar. Most frequently we put such grand ambitions into the ‘too hard
basket’. It is frequently the ‘Three Awakening Sights’ that Buddha spoke of
which set our reluctant feet on the spiritual path in earnest – Old Age, Disease
and Death – either observed in ourselves, or in others close to us.
Theosophical teacher, HP Blavatsky, spoke of the necessity of breaking the
‘moulds of mind’ if we are to progress on the spiritual path both individually
and globally. These ‘Moulds’ are our negative habits arising from our
concentrating on the energies of our Lower Self, such as selfishness,
ambition, exploitation, competitiveness, and all this leads to, like family
disharmony, warfare, and global environmental crisis. She said that it is
necessary to forge ‘new brain paths’ to release the inner capacities which will
save us and the world:
“The brain is the instrument of the waking
consciousness, and every conscious mental picture
formed means change and destruction of the atoms of
the brain. Ordinary intellectual activity moves on wellbeaten paths in the brain, and does not compel
sudden adjustments and destructions in its substance.
But this new kind of effort calls for something very
different – the carving out of new ‘brain paths’, the
ranking in different order of the little brain lives.” – An
Invitation to the Secret Doctrine, Theosophical University Press,
1988: page 5.

Clearly we too, like the dancing honeybees, have the capacity to unlock inner
capacities if we orientate our thought and effort in the right direction
consistently and sensibly over sufficient time. The nectar of spiritual
understanding is right there simply awaiting us to commence and sustain
‘Right Effort’ and ‘Right Action’ as the Buddhists would say. – Editor.
Life is an opportunity, Benefit from it.
Life is beauty, Admire it.
Life is bliss, Taste it.
Life is a dream, Realise it.
Life is a challenge, Meet it.
Life is a duty, Complete it.
Life is a game, Play it.
Life is a promise, Fulfil it.
Life is sorrow, Overcome it.
Life is a song, Sing it… – Mother Teresa.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY: Part 1: A Diversity of Belief – abridged
from Sunrise articles by W T S Thackara.
"What is truth?" Pilate asked — a question worthy of a philosopher.
For nearly two millennia Christian theologians, clergy, and laymen
alike have tried to answer this question and define their identity as
people "of the truth."
But conflicts soon arose over what Jesus taught, and visible
borders began to be inscribed defining truth and error, right views
and heresy, and, inevitably, "our God and your god" — a tragic
paradox in a faith that teaches gentle loving wisdom. Discerning
Jesus' actual teachings is another paradox. "Seek and you will find"
is commended in both Testaments, and our surest answer is said to be in our
hearts. But as to scripture and tradition, who defines truth and what is
spiritually authentic?
A Diversity of Belief: In the first 3 centuries after Jesus there were widely
diverse Christian communities scattered throughout the Roman Empire.
Different groups with differing ideas about what Jesus taught, who/what Jesus
was, and who taught different things. These included: the Jewish-Christian
Ebionites; the anti-Jewish Marcionites, a variety of groups now called
‘Gnostic’; and groups which were the forerunners of today’s Christian Church
- the ‘Proto-Orthodox’.
There was then no monolithic Church; no formally defined New Testament; no
ruling orthodoxy; wide disagreement about the observance of Jewish law and
basic theological issues such as the Resurrection and the Divinity of Jesus.
Winners and Losers: Saint Paul reinterpreted and transformed the teachings
of a relatively small Jewish esoteric sect into a growing Gentile movement
proclaiming the risen Christ. Irenaueus (130-202AD) Bishop of Lyon, fathered
a church orthodoxy that became normative theology for virtually all
Christians today.
The First Council of Nicea in 325AD formulated our traditional view
of Christ today under pressure from the Emperor Constantine and
epitomized in the Nicene Creed (amended in 381AD) and repeated
in most churches at Sunday services throughout the Christian
world today.
Research into the diversity of early Christian belief has been well
summarized in Bart Ehrman’s: Lost Christianities: The Battles for
Scripture and Faiths We Never Knew – 2003.
The Ebionites: Ebionites were Jewish Christians who did not reject Judaism.
They held that Jesus was the natural son of Joseph and Mary, but at baptism
had been "adopted" by God as the most righteous man on earth.
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In addition to Hebrew scriptures, they appear to have accepted Matthew's
gospel, or an edited version of it (e.g., no nativity story of a virgin birth), but
strenuously opposed Paul as an apostate from the Law, especially for
allowing male Gentiles to remain uncircumcised, the sign of the covenant. As
to secret teachings, aside from the virtually certain inference of Jewish
esotericism, there are several references in the Pseudo-Clementine literature
used by the Ebionites, e.g., "the true gospel must be secretly sent abroad for
the rectification of heresies that shall be" (Homilies 2.17).
The Marcionites: At the other pole were the Marcionites, founded by the
second-century theologian, Marcion, son of a Christian bishop and a bishop
himself. This well-organized community was regarded by the orthodox church
as perhaps its most dangerous foe. Revering Paul as the only true apostle
and Christ's gospel as a universal message, Marcion attempted to purge
Christianity of its Jewish elements, even to formulate his own Christian canon:
ten letters of Paul and an abridged version of Luke.
He had been troubled by the dichotomy between the wrathful, vengeful, and
harshly punitive God of the Hebrew Bible and the loving, merciful, and
forgiving God preached by Jesus. He came to understand that there were two
gods: the previously-unknown God over all "separated by an infinite distance"
from the just (but not evil) God of Genesis who created man and the material
world.
Sent by the former, Christ was neither the promised messiah nor was he born
of a woman. Rather he was a divine manifestation: a docetic "phantasm" who
died on the cross to redeem mankind from the ownership of its inferior
creator. Marcion's doctrine rejected bodily resurrection, affirming instead
liberation from this material world through strict asceticism and faith in the
promise of eternal life with the God above all.
More details on this fascinating subject are available at: WTS Thackara:
Secret Gospels and Lost Christianities at:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sunrise/53-03-4/xt-wtst.htm
Next issue: EARLY CHRISTIANITY: Part 2: The Gnostics and ProtoOrthodox Christians.
“The one you are looking for is the one who is looking.” – St. Francis of Assisi.

NEWS
Apology by the Bishop of Pamiers for the
Persecution of the Cathars of the Languedoc,
France: On October 16, 2016, the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Pamiers apologized for acts contrary to
Gospel. Though not explicit, these acts are widely taken
to include the Crusade against the Cathars (a form of Early (Gnostic)
Christianity different from what we call Christianity today), the activities of the
Inquisition in the Languedoc, and in particular, the burning of some 225
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baptised Cathars at Montsegur in 1244. More information for those interested
is available at:
http://www.languedocliving.com/apology-by-the-bishop-of-pamiers-life880.html
International Headquarters: The Theosophical Society, Pasadena, has a
comprehensive website, www.theosociety.org where, apart from the a wide
selection of online publications, there is information regarding the basic
concepts, objectives and history of our Theosophical Society, correspondence
courses which are offered, and contact details of all sections worldwide are
listed.
American Section: The website of the American Section is
www.americasection.us Further literature can be ordered online through the
Wizards Bookshelf.
Northwest (USA): Easy access to a wide range of articles collated according
to topic and world spiritual traditions with theosophical perspectives, and
more, are offered on this website. All editions of the Theosophy Northwest
View newsletter, volumes 1 to 18 are also listed: www.theosophy-nw.org
British Section: The British Section’s website: www.theosophical.org.uk
Articles are featured; correspondence courses as well as free online
subscriptions to the newsletter Compass are offered. Back copies of the
Compass from 2003 up to the latest edition can be viewed at the above
website. The latest issue of Compass (Winter 2016) has the articles: What is
Truth - editorial; Human Family by Maya Angelou; and Mankind is our
Business by Ingrid van Mater.
German Section: For our German-speaking readers, the comprehensive
German website provides information, contact details, discussion and study
group schedules:
www.theosophie.de
The Netherlands Section: For our Dutch-speaking readers, the Netherlands
Section’s website has a wide selection of translated, online publications,
where articles are collated according to topic. These are listed according to
authors. A selection of audio books and PowerPoint presentations are now
also available. Lectures and study groups are held in various towns in the
Netherlands, as well as study groups via Skype. Courses are also offered and
a guide is given in terms of topics and literature for self-study. Visit
http://wwww.theosofie.net for further information. Two new publications are
now available, i.e. volumes 1 and 2: H. P. Blavatsky: Geselecteede Artikelen.
Visit the site above for further information.
South Africa: For general information and monthly meetings in the Gauteng
area, contact Alice Yetman: alice.yetman@gmail.com Contact person in the
greater Durban area: Grant Halliday at: halliday@absamail.co.za Contact
person in the Western Cape: Dewald Bester,
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email: besterdewald@gmail.com The latest (December 2016) issue of the
South African newsletter Contact includes the following articles: The question
of Consciousness - editorial; The mystery of human consciousness by
Michael Cosser; How do the events of daily life arise? by Alan E. Donant;
Withdrawing into Stillness – Sleep and Death by Jim Belderis, and many news
items.
The Swedish Section: Our HQ has posted the Swedish webpage on their
site for the present time. The new links are:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/index.htm For Swedish
online literature go to:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/TeosofiskaBokforlaget/ind
ex.htm
Copies of Newsletters from other Sections can be sent by email upon
request.
Exploring Theosophy: the Synthesis of Science, Religion and
Philosophy: This website, authored by David Pratt, features a wide range of
excellent articles relating traditional theosophy to recent scientific and social
developments:
http://davidpratt.info
Daily Theosophy: Wisdom for Daily Life: maintained by Rudi Jansma, this
website has many articles on a wide variety of theosophical subjects.
Recently featured is a glossary of terms used by theosophical fantasy writer
and poet, Kenneth Morris as well as a host of interesting original articles on
many subjects of interest to theosophical students. There is a newsletter
offered by Daily Theosophy available by email at:
http://www.dailytheosophy.net/
Meetings in Melbourne: the complete list of meetings available at our
Theosophical Library Centre in Melbourne are listed on our website:
www.theosophydownunder.org
Theosophical Literature: The Theosophical University Press offers an
extensive selection of theosophical literature available online and in print.
Books are listed according to author. For further information go to the website
of the International Headquarters: www.theosociety.org Also, a selection of
books are available via our Australian website at:
www.theosophydownunder.org
Theosophy Downunder Website: our website is at:
www.theosophydownunder.org and there you can find a host of articles
and the text of lectures on a variety of subjects on theosophy and related
subjects.
Pyramid-Like Mountains Discovered in Antarctica: Google Earth images
of Antarctica have revealed what look like pyramids - prompting conspiracy
theorists to suggest they were created by anything from lost civilisations to
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aliens. The 'snow pyramids' have the
internet abuzz with the idea there was
an ancient human civilisation that
once lived in Antarctica. Three
pyramids have been found, with two of
them 10 miles inland and the third
near the coastline. They have four
sides, prompting comparisons to the
Egyptian pyramids of Giza. Some
scientists suggest humans could once
have lived in the frozen area as it may
once have been a lot warmer, perhaps
even up to 20C. There is also speculation that they are merely the tops of
mountains protruding through the icesheet. More information is available at:
http://www.msn.com/en-au/news/techandscience/mysterious-pyramidsfound-in-antarctica/ar-AAkIF5g?li=AAgfLCP&ocid=mailsignout
New Books in the Library: new books available in our Melbourne library
include: The Voice of the Silence - voice recording 2 CD set by HP Blavatsky;
The Art of Happiness – voice recording on 3 CDs, by the Dalai Lama; A Study
of Global Philosophical and Ecological Concepts – text on CD, by Rudi
Jansma; An Inconvenient Truth – DVD, by Al Gore; Apprenticed to a
Himalayan master: a Yogis Autobiography by Sri M (Mumtaz Ali Khan);
Illustrated Handbook of the Bach Flower Remedies, by P.M. Chancellor;
Zhuan Falun (English version) by Li Hongzhi; The Complete Floral Healer, by
A. McIntyre; Flower and Gemstone Essences, by D. Stein, The Western
Esoteric Traditions: An Historical Introduction by N. Goodrick-Clark; The
Mysteries of Mithras by P. Nabarz; Journey Into the Light: The Three
Principles of Man’s Awakening by Isha Schwaller de Lubicz.
Aboriginal peoples have been in Southern Australia at least 49,000 years
ago: An Australian man searching for a toilet stumbled across the oldestknown evidence of Aboriginal settlement in existence. The chance discovery
happened while Adnyamathanha elder Clifford Coulthard was surveying
gorges in the area. He came across the arid site, known as Warratyi, which
showed Aboriginal Australians settled there 49,000 years ago, 10,000 years
earlier than previously thought. The shelter, found 550 kilometres north of
Adelaide, also contains the first reliably-dated evidence of human interaction
with large or giant animals, known as megafauna. More information is
available at: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/aboriginalaustralian-searching-toilet-stumbles-49000-evidence-earliest-humansettlement-a7394731.html
Electric Universe: theosophy teaches that the Sun is neither a solid, liquid,
nor gas, but rather a concentration of electromagnetic forces somewhat
similar to what science calls the fourth state of matter - ‘Plasma’. Theosophy
further states that our sun and all stars are not primarily powered by nuclear
fusion reactions deep within the star, as understood by modern science, but
are a concentration of electromagnetic, life force, circulating throughout the
solar system, galaxies and the universe. Over the last 25 years this idea that
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the most powerful force in the universe is electromagnetism rather than
gravity is gaining momentum as the perspectives of the ancient wisdom and
some scientists grow closer. More information on the ‘Electric Universe’ is
available at: http://www.plasmacosmology.net/electric.html Regarding the
true nature of the Sun, theosophical founder, Helena Blavatsky said to fellow
founder, William Q Judge:
“The life-energies of [the solar] system
come to it through the sun, which is a
focus or reflector for the spot in space
where the real centre is. And not only
comes mere life through that focus, but
also much more that is spiritual in its
essence. The sun should therefore not
only be looked at with the eye but
thought of by the mind. It represents to
the world what the Higher Self is to the
man. It is the soul-centre of the world
with its six companions, as the Higher
Self is the centre for the six principles of man. So it supplies to those six
principles of the man many spiritual essences and powers. He should for that
reason think of it and not confine himself to gazing at it. So far as it acts
materially in light, heat, and gravity, it will go on of itself, but man as a free
agent must think upon it in order to gain what benefit can come only from his
voluntary action in thought.” … “Every student of theosophy can develop a
conscious contemplative view of the Sun as related to the higher principles of
his own consciousness.” “...We sit in the sun for heat and possible chemical
effects. But if at the same time that we do this we also think on it as the sun in
the sky and of its possible essential nature, we thereby draw from it some of
its energy not otherwise touched. This can also be done on a dark day when
clouds obscure the sky, and some of the benefit thus be obtained. Natural
mystics, learned and ignorant, have discovered this for themselves here and
there, and have often adopted the practice. But it depends, as you see, upon
the mind.” - From the text “Conversations on Occultism”, in the “Collected Writings”,
Helena P.Blavatsky, TPH, Volume IX, p. 400-K.

Glossary to Kenneth Morris’s The Secret Mountain: Kenneth Morris was a
Welsh Fantasy writer and poet who lived at our International HQ in Point
Loma in the early part of last century. Editors of the Daily Theosophy website
at http://www.dailytheosophy.net/ have recently produced an extensive
glossary of terms used in Kenneth Morris’s book The Secret Mountain, which
is instructive reading in and of itself at:
http://www.dailytheosophy.net/0001-home-2/03-literature-2/03-2secondary-theosophical-literature/the-secret-mountain-and-other-tales2/glossary-secret-mountain-tales/ A regular newsletter is available from the
Daily Theosophy site along with many interesting articles and news items.

8

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
HOW CAN I FIND A SPIRITUAL TEACHER? This question often arises
during, or especially after, our meetings. Some comments from the Taoist
book, Hua Hu Ching, indicate that, strangely enough, it is generally up to the
teacher to find the disciple, and not the other way around!
The book says:
“An individual cannot search for the kind of teacher who is able to instruct him
in immortal cultivation, for such teachers reside in the subtle, divine realm or
in seclusion where they have an ordinary appearance and lead an ordinary
life. It is the teacher who seeks out the student. The experiences an individual
manifests are determined by the person’s inherent qualities.
Therefore, if an individual is interested in receiving instruction from the divine
realm regarding his spiritual evolution, he should express his virtuous qualities
by extending service to the world. The immortals will then come to the one
who is ready.” – quote from The Complete Works of Lao Tzu, translation and
elucidations by Hua-Ching Ni, 1993: p. 167, chapter 59.
WHAT ARE ‘SOULS’? A reader writes: “…in our theosophical discussions
we often refer to concepts like ‘spirit’, ‘consciousness’, and ‘souls’ without
giving a clear understanding of what we mean by these terms. What exactly
do you mean when you talk about ‘Souls’?...” The Editor replies:
Theosophy defines the ‘Soul’ as the ‘vehicle’ of spirit. It usually refers to all the
intermediate parts of the inner constitution of man excluding spirit and the
body. First comes spirit (monad), from it emanates its vehicle to enable it to
work in the lower worlds – the ego, which in turn clothes itself in its own vital
garment – the Soul. The soul is evolved by experiences on different planes of
being. In itself it is merely the ‘vehicle’ of the monad, but, informed by the
monad (spirit), it is a living, conscious entity. Saying that everything – animal,
vegetable or mineral – has a soul, refers to the intermediate nature of that
thing – therefore – animal soul, etc. of which the physical body is the vehicle.
Souls, like bodies, are aggregates of innumerable lives or ‘life atoms’ of
various orders.
The Human Soul is like a ‘pane of glass’ for the
light of the spirit - Man has holy loves, aspirations,
hope, and vision. These belong to the spirit, which is
immortal and deathless, and are transmitted through
the intermediate nature or human soul, which we
normally call “I”. This is much as the sunlight streams
through a pane of glass in a window. The pane of
glass is the vehicle or transmitter of this wondrous
quality or force streaming from the sun above. The
human soul is like this pane of glass, letting through
as much of the sunlight of the spirit as its spiritual evolutionary development
enables it to do. – Editor.
9

There is a crack, a crack in everything. That’s how the light gets in. – Leonard
Cohen.

SOUL MATES: DO THEY ACTUALLY EXIST? – Andrew Rooke
The idea that Soul Mates actually exist is a very popular today.
Several New Age groups and modern research into what happens
after death based on hypnotic regression accept that soul groups
and soul mates exist. Many books and films are based on the idea
that soul mates exist, eg, The Lake House (2006), and Cloud Atlas
(2012). But do they actually exist? What does Theosophy say on
this question?
Modern After-Death Research: most research on the After-Death
states, Life-Before-Life, or the Inter-Life since the 1960s is based on the
hypnotic regression of thousands of people around the world. Such studies by
contemporary researchers like Dr Michael Newton (USA) and Ian Lawton
(UK), as well as visionaries, such as Edgar Cayce (USA), tells us that we all
belong to groups of karmically-linked souls and that we do indeed have soul
mates who play an enormously important role in our lives and future life
planning.
Relationships extend over many lifetimes and we always take up in a new life
where we left off in our last lifetime. Lessons come to us in the form of people
and we must learn to heal relationships with problems being repeated until the
‘lesson’ is learnt.
We should therefore understand that we have strong reactions to people
based on past lives but concentrate on the present in dealing with our
problems, and remember that we always retain free-will.
It is important to note that Theosophy warns against being hypnotised:
for any reason as hypnotism means surrendering your will to
that of another and this is potentially damaging to your spiritual
progress as you need a strong spiritual will to cope with the
trials and temptations along the path of spiritual development.
Secondly, knowledge of past lives through hypnotism may not
relate to your past life, but rather be derived from the ‘sea’ of
memories in the astral light. It takes a morally pure and skilled
therapist to find their way through the morass of images in the
astral light.
Thirdly, even if memories of past lives gained through hypnotism are correctly
yours, then knowledge of them at an early stage on the spiritual path may be
subtly damaging as they are from the past and therefore from a time when we
were less spiritually developed than we are now. Therefore it may be painful
for us to know what we have experienced and less than edifying for us in
looking to future possibilities. There will come a time far in the future for most
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people, when our past lives will be like an open book to us, but then we will
have the spiritual maturity to place such information in proper context.
Soul Groups: What Does Modern After-Death Research Say? All of us
have a group of soul mates that we work with in varied relationships over
many lives. Our time with this group is characterized by discussion about what
we have shared, our reactions to each other, what we
handled well, what we could have done better – we often
replay and role play in this process of soul learning.
We sporadically move to a different soul group to work on
new lessons. ‘Learning’ in the spiritual context means, in
the first place, seeing both sides of ‘emotional lessons’,
feeling joyous and, especially, painful experiences
ourselves, but also to feel what it is like having them
directed against us by others. This learning can become repetitive as we
literally ‘bash our heads against a brick wall’ learning emotional lessons over
and over until we start to move into more progressive patterns of behaviour
characterized by ‘altruistic’ attitudes.
Eventually, we start to learn ‘altruistic skills’ such as healing, teaching, guiding
and so on – which can be used in the world and the interlife as part of a soul
group which shares the same skill set. Such altruistic souls as they progress
increasingly choose to take lives which are more for the benefit and learning
of others rather than themselves.
The most obvious example of this is when souls volunteer for short lives
ending in infancy and childhood. These short lives may be traumatic for the
infant/child souls but are far more aimed at challenging the parents and other
close relatives to learn to cope with the myriad of emotions that surround such
a tragic loss. [Summarized from Ian Lawton’s: Big Book of the Soul]
Soul Mates and Twin Souls – some perspectives from the internet: A
search of the internet on Soul Mates soon reveals a widespread and romantic
commitment to the idea of Soul Mates and Twin Souls. Amongst the many
such ideas:




Twin Souls are the other half of your soul and a
path to finding God though the union of the male
and female halves of the Twin Soul.
We evolve and reincarnate with these souls
through many lifetimes learning lessons good
and bad along the way.
Our greatest joys and pains can be found with a
soul mate – sometimes they come at what seems
like the ‘wrong’ time – one might be significantly
older than the other, one might be married to
someone else, one might not be on the earth at
the same time as the other and acts as a
‘guardian angel’.
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We don’t meet them until we have learnt many lessons of love and loss
with others.
There is a frightening intensity when dealing with your soul mate – time
to deal with unresolved issues of many lifetimes, psychic and spiritual
connections are profound and instantly recognized.
Synchronicity plays an important part in soul mate meetings – we may
share pains, similar life experiences, perhaps we have lived as
neighbours at some time in the past.
Meeting your other half is such a life-changing experience – there is no
game-playing and transparent honesty is needed from the beginning. If
there is karma from past lives to be worked out, it will be apparent and
the opportunity will be there to work it out.
Meeting your twin soul challenges you to grow spiritually, physically,
and to see beyond time, ego, and physical limitations. You will be
driven with the desire to be the best manifestation of your soul on
earth.
This is not a relationship of ‘hearts and flowers’, but one that will be
tested in fire and will endure beyond time and space.

Soul Mates – What does Theosophy say? All human beings are the sons of
Father-Sun, but, just as the human race is divided into families, so certain
portions of mankind belong to respective spiritual energies or forces – Rays –
which, in their aggregate make the Spiritual-Sun. There are 10 principal such
Rays and we can therefore divide mankind into 10 principle families.
Between two individual human beings who belong to the same Ray of the
Sun, the same particular Solar Force, there is a quick and instant sympathy, a
feeling as if they have always known each other. Genuine, real love between
two people is based on this fact of Nature.[from G de Purucker]
Spiritual Voyagers – What lies in the future? If we are all spiritual voyagers
on a Cosmic Pilgrimage to greater understanding and
Individuation – how can we all end up working together
and become as One?
The kingdoms of life higher than the human are more
faithful to the sweeping essential nature or ‘swabhava’
of their respective Spiritual Hierarchs (Silent Watchers)
than we are in the human kingdom.
These higher kingdoms are becoming more fully selfconscious divine or spiritual egos – Co-Creators with
Nature – and thus their subservience to their Spiritual Hierarch is a glad and
willing one – compare with beings below the human which are blindly and
unconsciously submissive to their respective kingdom Hierarchs/Gods
because they have not sufficient egoity to become intellectual rebels against
Nature as men so often are.
Thus the Monad evolves – starting with unselfconsciousness – then assertive
self-consciousness as a Man – then transformation of rebellious self12

consciousness so evident amongst humans now, into divine and Buddha-like
self-forgetful subservience to, and co-operative endeavour with, the divine will
of the ‘Silent Watcher’ of our human Hierarchy.
How can we measure up to this challenge in our daily lives here and now?
There is an old Christian saying: “Not My Will But Thine be Done” – not the
will of the ordinary, selfish mentality that we mostly live within, but rather, the
will of the Inner Divinity, which guides and leads, urges and impels us to live
better constantly – that is the way forward! – Andrew Rooke, Melbourne, Australia,
based on the writings of G de Purucker.

BOOK REVIEWS
Horton Hears a Who! by Dr Seuss. Published by Harper
Collins Childrens Books, 1952. Available from our
Melbourne library.
Many people visiting our library centre in Melbourne don’t realize
that we have a collection of metaphysical children’s’ books.
These are a selection from a list produced by our HQ staff some
years ago and available online for anyone interested in reading
such books for children: Childrens Booklist available at:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/chilbklst/bklst-hp.htm
A book newly added to our collection is actually a real classic of children’s
literature by a famous children’s writer, Dr Suess. Horton Hears a Who! has
so much to teach children and adults with its message of brotherhood and
concern for others. The central character is Horton an elephant with very
acute hearing who hears a distress call from a race of tiny people living on a
dust-speck, the Whos. Nobody believes Horton that a whole world can
possibly exist on a speck of dust because they can’t hear the cries for help
emanating from the dust speck. But Horton is determined to save the tiny
people of this dust-speck world as he says throughout the book: ‘A person is a
person, no matter how small’.
The other inhabitants of the forest think that Horton is crazy devoting his time
and energy to saving a speck of dust and they seek various means of
destroying the tiny world. Horton manages to save the dust-speck again and
again, but then most of the other animals of the forest turn on him and it is up
to the inhabitants of the dust-speck to save themselves by combining their
efforts to cry out so the unbelieving inhabitants of the forest can hear that
Horton was right and tiny people can live on a dust speck. The whole story
revolves around this drama and how the tiniest of all the people on this tiny
world ends up saving everyone on his world. The inhabitants of the macroworld have learned compassion and concern for others through the sacrifices
that Horton the elephant makes. They come to know that indeed ‘A person is
a person no matter how small’.
So many themes of concern to theosophists and parents no matter what your
background – brotherhood, compassion, concern for others, the macrocosm
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and the microcosm, the possibility of invisible worlds, the limitation of our
senses, and the sacrifice of teachers – even unlikely spiritual teachers like
Horton, the elephant, who open the eyes and, in this case, ears, of the
majority of people to possibilities and responsibilities they were previously
unaware of in their ignorance.
Important lessons here for all of us and a great way of teaching children some
important metaphysical concepts which they can apply throughout their lives.
– Reviewed by the Editor.

Insights from the Masters: A Compilation by Fiona C.
Odgren. Published by Axis Mundi Books, 2016. Available
from our Melbourne library. Review by Roza and Margarita
Riaikkenen
The Mahatma Letters were written more than 130 years ago,
but the universal Truth in them is never obsolete. It is a
treasure trove for the reader interested in acquiring esoteric
knowledge. However, we can find ourselves “drowning” in the
particularities and details of the correspondence between the
Masters, the Teachers of humanity, and their students, and
being unable to find the information which we need.
This new book by Fiona Odgren helps us to overcome this problem. The
author selected excerpts from the Masters’ letters by themes, and many
insights from the letters became easier to access for meditation and analysis.
The choice of excerpts has been done very thoroughly and comprehensively,
and most of the themes relate to the questions and interests of our spiritually
inclined contemporaries.
We can find in the book information on the Teachers themselves and their
Chelas (accepted spiritual students) who were the founders of the
Theosophical Society. A student of Theosophy will read there about Karma,
Manvantaras and Pralayas, special abilities latent in humanity, such as
psychic abilities or ‘Siddhis’, and the conditions in which they manifest. Such
aspects of daily life as diet, health and healing, death and dying, are shown
from the esoteric perspective.
These are only some of the many discoveries hidden in The Mahatma Letters
and revealing themselves in the pages of Fiona Odgren’s
compilation. Moreover, reading the book allows us to see and appreciate the
continuity of the Brotherhood’s tireless work with and on the behalf of
humanity throughout the centuries.
We would certainly recommend this book to any aspiring student of
spirituality. – Reviewed by Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen, Melbourne, Australia.
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Kalagia by Alexander Naumkin. (Russian language only). Kaunas,
Gyvata, 1998. Reviewed by Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen.
The book Kalagia in Russian can be bought on a Russian site Ozon.ru
,however, the book will only be sent to addresses within Russia. Some
English language translations of excerpts from Kalagia are available in
the book The Laws of Life by Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen (2004)
available from our library.
The book Kalagia burst into the Russian spiritual life in 1993 with its exact
definitions and mechanisms of the concepts that before haven’t been so
clearly explained either in the scientific or esoteric literature. What is the
Source of Life and what is Life itself, what are Time, Energy and what is the
Creative Fire within any living entity? Why should we search for this Fire?
After reading Kalagia, we begin to better understand these concepts and also
receive a fresh outlook on the classics of the esoteric literature of the past.
In The Secret Doctrine by H.P.Blavatsky (principal founder of the
Theosophical Society in 1875), we can find the word “Kalagni”, where “Kal”
originates from the Sanskrit “Tomorrow” and “Agni” is the God of Fire in
Vedas, the exemplification of the finest vibrations of the inner creating and
consuming Fire.
Why “Fire”, and why “Tomorrow”? We can find some clues to
this enigma, when we remember that the Helena Blavatsky’s
writings reflected messages which she received from the
Masters of the Hierarchy of Light, from the World of high fiery
vibrations. Her duty was to pass them on to mankind, as was the
duty of the later messengers, who came in the 20th century, such
as Nicholas and Helena Roerich, through the teachings of “Agni
Yoga”. Before receiving and recording these teachings, in the
snowy Himalayas, Nicholas Roerich heard the call of the
Hierarchy of Light: “Kalagia!” which he understood as “Come to
Me!”
Should all of us come to the Hierarchy of Light? And when
should we come? Tomorrow? How can we do this?
Half a century later, in the 1980s, a young Russian artist Alexander Naumkin,
who lived then in South Siberia, in the Altai region, says he also received a
call from a Master of the Hierarchy. He had to climb high to the holy mountain
of Belucha, build there a hut, and in this remote place write down the
teachings of Kalagia.
It is not surprising that the new teachings have been received in Russia.
Russia can be likened to a high pressure furnace or crucible. It is difficult to
live there, and a seeker for spiritual Truth may be exposed to very harsh
conditions; but perhaps the crystals of true knowledge can be passed to the
world only through the devoted hearts which are ready to endure tough
experiences. So, Alexander Naumkin had to go through the experiences of
15

solitude and constant pain caused by direct contacts with the World of high
fiery vibrations.
The book Kalagia complements the books by H.P.Blavatsky and N. and
H.Roerich with the exact esoteric scientific descriptions which were
impossible to pass on through the earlier sources because at that time
science hadn’t yet opened the concepts which could allow people to
understand these descriptions. Kalagia depicts the picture of the creation of
the universe by the creating Spirit, with Fire and Light. It opens us the
mechanism of the Monad, a “Cell” of Life, as a “Reactor of Evolution”.
This is a real Reactor, filled with the primordial Fire. We all carry this spiritual
Fire within, if even we don’t know or care about this. We have covered this
Fire, our spiritual Essence, with the veil of Maya, Illusion, and are going
through our experiences in the solid material world as if it is the only reality.
Clouded in this Illusion, we only see ourselves as mortal, “one-lifetime”
people, and all our efforts are directed to further augment our possessions in
the material world, to consume and entertain ourselves in this world.
Kalagia shows us that in reality we are immortal, that “Life is the endless
transmutation of death into the growth of Spirit, into the concentration of Its
possibilities. This is an aspect of Matter’s spirituality – aspiration to the future,
and, in this way, the formation of the ingredients of Order from Chaos”.
Kalagia predicts that “Tomorrow”, when we come to the awareness of our
immortal inner fiery essence, we will return into the Fire of our “Reactor”,
accomplishing our evolution. We will re-orient our consciousness from
consumption to giving. We will voluntarily, with Love and Joy, sacrifice our
illusory possessions for the possibility of our evolution.
Kalagia has never been translated into any language other than Russian. To
do this, its knowledge should be perceived in its fiery essence, let through and
passed on. We have made a humble effort of translating some of the main
principles and mechanisms of Kalagia in our books The Laws of Life and The
Return of the Prodigal Son, both published as a single book in 2004, and also
in a forthcoming book, Creator and Creators. We tried to connect the wisdom
of Kalagia with that which we received from the earlier sources, including The
Bhagavad Gita, The Holy Bible, the writings by H.P.Blavatsky, N. and
H.Roerich, and other messengers, and the insights that we received from
within when going through our own experiences of life. – Reviewed by Roza and
Margarita Riaikkenen, Melbourne, Australia.

“Do you see the Light and the Fire inside? Act so that Spirit would focus Its
Consciousness upon you. By this action you will fix Its Consciousness on you.
You will be saturated with Fire and Light like an empty jar fills with the nectar
of wisdom; you will feel energy and power, joy and sorrow, and many other
things simultaneously. When you ‘tie’ Its Consciousness on you, then you
have to act in a way that It would wish to understand you in your
completeness. Let It think. By this action Its Consciousness will purify you to
such a degree that you would not differ from Its Consciousness and you would
be united with it.” – Alexander Naumkin: Kalagia, 2.4.3.
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MYSTERIES OF MUSIC: Part 3: Hidden Aspects of Modern Popular
Music – Andrew Rooke.
Popular music, especially rock music, has a dominating influence on the lives
and aspirations of millions of young people all over the world today. Whatever
its shade – rock, rap, hip-hop, dance, techno, etc. – pop music represents the
modern folk music indicating, as music of
the people has always done throughout
the ages, the emotions, frustrations, and
aspirations of ordinary people.
Rock is based on Afro-American blues
music and therefore is the music of dance,
good times, love and physical desire – and
is therefore a limited medium for
expressing mystical or spiritual ideas. This
is because the rhythms of rock’s ancestors
expressed physical vitality and were designed to excite the desire nature. As
the majority of mankind’s consciousness is currently at the
level of Desire Mind (Kama/Manas) this accounts for the
enormous popularity of rock and rhythm-based music with
today’s mass audience.
Some rock performers have expressed mystical ideas in
their music, pre-eminently, British rock band: The Moody
Blues, Greek band Aphrodite's Child, Led Zeppelin
(Stairway to Heaven), Yes (Close to the Edge), Alan
Parsons Project (Tales of Mystery and Imagination). Many
rock bands have been influenced specifically by Eastern
mystical ideas including The Beatles (especially the late
George Harrison), Mahavishnu John McLaughlin, Carlos
Santana, Pete Townshend of The Who. Others reflect their own journeys of
self-discovery, eg. Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen (especially his songs – ‘Who
by Fire’, ‘If It Be Your Will’, ‘Hallelujah’, and many others), David Bowie
(especially the Ziggy Stardust period).
Many rock bands are concerned with brotherhood,
equity, and anti-war themes, eg. The Hollies,
Genesis, Pink Floyd, even Black Sabbath and
AC/DC have powerful anti-war themes in their
repertoire!
New Age and Meditation Music: After the effects
of music on plants became better known, people
became more concerned about the effects of
popular music on the bodies and mental state of
young people. This engendered a new form of
ancient esoteric music known as ‘New Age’ or
‘Meditative Music’.
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This music is notable for its lack of rhythm, use of natural sounds, quiet
melodic strains, and its attempt to create an atmosphere conducive to
reflection, relaxation, and spiritual aspiration. Some new esoteric music, like
Prima Sounds, attempts to find sympathetic vibrations with the various
‘chakras’ or energy centres in the body to promote the flow of balanced
energies in the body and create an environment for deep meditation. Much of
this music is based on acquaintance with esoteric aspects of music, on the
study of Eastern religions, yoga, meditation, and especially mantras from
many different traditions.
Esoteric Music for the 21st Century: Our
lectures and discussions over the past few
months have shown that ancient peoples the
world over had a deep knowledge of the potent
influence of music and vibration on the inner
planes of being.
This esoteric science is only beginning to be
understood with all our technical wizardry of
the 21st century and is part of a gradual reawakening to the pervasive
influence of the spiritual worlds on everyday life.
Once again, scientific orthodoxy lags behind and much of this research is not
applied, for example, to enormously boost crop yields for the world’s starving
peoples. In some instances the same research on vibrations may have been
applied for destructive and military purposes.
The outstanding pioneers of the New Age are attempting to combine ancient
wisdom with new technology in ways which will make for a better world into
the future. – Andrew Rooke, Melbourne, Australia.
Out beyond ideas of wrong-doing and right-doing there is a field. I’ll meet you
there. – Rumi.

TECHNICAL THEOSOPHY: Part 3: The Shared Responsibility of
Overlapping Cycles - Don Shepherd.
This is the third part in a four-part series on Technical Theosophy and is being
presented here to offer some different ways of thinking about Cycles and to
promote further investigation into this complicated subject – Editor.
The article on Universal Brotherhood and Ancient Cycles in the December
2016 Theosophy DownUnder newsletter closed with Gautama Buddha taking
over from his 4th Root-Race predecessor the shared responsibility of the 5th
Root-Race in its 4th Sub-Race. The 4th Root-Race Buddha passed the torch of
brotherhood to his successor near the middle point of this 4th Sub-Race. As
successor, Gautama Buddha assumed leadership of the civilizations of his
time. These civilizations included Family, National and Tribal Races that were
smaller subdivisions within the 4th Sub-Race. For example, each Sub-Race is
divided into seven Family Races. Each Family Race is divided into seven
18

National Races and each National Race is divided into seven Tribal Races.
The length of each of these minor cycles varies dramatically based on its
particular relation to the larger cycle and due to the fact that the Universe is
vibrantly alive as opposed to purely mechanistic. Using G. de Purucker’s
extremely generalized seven-fold division, a Tribal Race lasts approximately
3,700 years, a National Race lasts approximately 25,920 years, a Family
Race lasts approximately 181,500 years, and a Sub-Race lasts approximately
1,270,000 years. (ST 38, FU 252) G. de Purucker provided this generalized
outline because he recognized that H.P. Blavatsky’s teachings on the subcycles of the Root-Races as given in The Secret Doctrine had “not been in all
respects properly understood.” (ST 484) The present exploration into
technical theosophy seeks to further understand these smaller overlapping
cycles of the 3rd and 4th Sub-Races within the 5th Root-Race leading up to the
transfer of shared responsibility from the 4th Root-Race Buddha to Gautama
Buddha as the first 5th Root-Race Buddha around 560 B.C.
In examining H.P. Blavatsky’s The Secret Doctrine, theosophical students
have expressed uncertainty about the meaning of her passage, “Now our Fifth
Root-Race has already been in existence—as a race sui generis and quite
free from its parent stem—about 1,000,000 years.” (SD 2-435) The confusion
around this passage has arisen because of the assumption that its timescale
applies to an entire Root-Race. (FU 302) On closer examination, the passage
may well apply to a single Sub-Race within the 5th Root-Race as opposed to
the Root-Race itself. It is in the 3rd Sub-Race that the 5th Root-Race became
sui generis and quite free from its parent stem about 1,000,000 years ago. In
her Collected Writings, H.P. Blavatsky stated that the “Aryan Hindu is the last
offshoot of the first sub-race of the fifth Root-race which is now the dominant
one.” (CW 12-382) Since each Sub-Race consists of seven Family Races, the
last offshoot of the 1st Sub-Race was its 7th Family Race. But this 7th Family
Race actually thrived, based on H.P. Blavatsky’s explanation for the closing of
cycles, at the beginning of the 3rd Sub-Race. (CW 14-81) Therefore, the Aryan
Hindu is a 3rd Sub-Race people but heavily mixed with the 1st and 2nd SubRaces. H.P. Blavatsky felt uncomfortable labelling the entire 5th Root-Race as
Aryan since the first two Sub-Races were predominantly Mongolo-Turanian,
but she did so because it was in this 3rd Sub-Race that the 5th Root-Race
became distinct from the 4th Root-Race. (SD 2-434) When the DhyaniChohans descended to assist the fledgling Aryan Sub-Race, they matured the
3rd Sub-Race to the point where it could settle and harden into the 4th SubRace. (SD 1-159, 2-436)
In this passage from The Secret Doctrine on the Aryan Hindus of the 5th RootRace, H.P. Blavatsky, for simplicity’s sake, enumerated each one of the five
Family Races of the 3rd Sub-Race—during these past 1,000,000 years—as
lasting approximately 210,000 years each. This meant that its 5th Family Race
was about 160,000 years old and its 6th Family Race was just beginning. As
such, it was in this early 6th Family Race of the 3rd Sub-Race—living alongside
the up and coming 4th Sub-Race—when Gautama Buddha dropped the seeds
of the 6th Root-Race. In her communication with A.P. Sinnett, she remarked
that the Hindus were “almost ready for the evolution of their sixth race units”
while the Europeans had “yet to whistle for them” and “must thank her stars
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for evoluting even occasionally Hindu like spiritual and beautiful characters.”
(BL 238) H.P. Blavatsky’s comments to Mohini Chatterji on his book, Man:
Fragments of Forgotten History, expressed this evolutionary phase as the
“fifth Sub-race of the first Root-race in this our World period.” (BL 258) Clearly
not one anxious to tell the whole story her explanation served as an
appropriate blind for the time: 1) “our World period” corresponded to the last
one million years of the 5th Root-Race 2) “first Root-race” corresponded to the
last Family Race of the 1st Sub-Race from which the 3rd Sub-Race became
quite free of its parent stem 3) “fifth Sub-race” corresponded to the 5th Family
Race of the 3rd Sub-Race.
When the 3rd Sub-Race reached its greatest “physical point of evolution”
some 270,000 to 100,000 years ago (more or less, perhaps) spanning its two
middle points of the 4th Family Race during the many stages of the Daitya
island sinkings, the 4th Sub-Race distinctly arrived on the world stage. (BL
238) H.P. Blavatsky, in her veiled way, outlined its arrival over the “last three
family races of the fourth Sub-race of the Fifth Root-race.” (SD 2-433) While
the 2nd and 3rd Sub-Races were the builders of dolmens and menhirs as they
migrated across Eurasia, the 4th Sub-Race, nearing the “acme of materiality”
of the 5th Root-Race, engaged in massive pyramid building as they migrated,
in part, from the Indian Ocean to Africa, Egypt and Europe. (SD 1-610, 2-750)
G. de Purucker described the successive waves of migration of these early
Family Races of the 4th Sub-Race—often referred to as Eastern
Aethiopians—that culminated in the construction of the Egyptian pyramids
between 150,000 and 75,000 years ago. (ST 540-541, IS 1-525) As for H.P.
Blavatsky, she summed up this evolutionary transformation from the 3 rd SubRace to the 4th Sub-Race—in all its sui generis pyramid building glory—in the
various “Glacial Periods and subsequent Deluges” from 850,000 to 100,000
years ago. (SD 2-141) When she drew the distinction between the “Western
Aryans”—some of who had migrated out of the Atlanto-Aryan Daitya islands—
and their “Eastern brethren of the Fifth Race,” she hinted at the growing
independence of the 4th Sub-Race and its ultimate split from the 3rd SubRace. (SD 1-644, CW 5-170) Mahatma K.H. had previously alluded to this
split by distinguishing between the “first sub-race of the fifth root Race” who
were the “Aryan Asiatics” and the “last sub-race of the fifth—yourselves the
white conquerors.” (ML 154) It must be noted, however, that these so-called
“white conquerors” of the 4th Sub-Race started out as a “colony of darkskinned Aryans” from Southern India who headed northwards through Egypt
into Europe while more “fair Brahmins” migrated southwards to meet them. (IS
2-435, SD 2-768, CW 13-331)
In regard to the 4th Sub-Race, G. de Purucker explained that we are “nearing”
its middle point; we have “almost reached” the middle point of the “great
Fourth or Primary Sub-Race of the Fifth Root-Race. (TF 4-83) Since the initial
middle point is the 4th Family Race, this indicates that we are currently in the
3rd and 4th Family Races. As for the 3rd Family Race, it seems we have
already reached the 4th European National Race in its 5th Germanic Tribal
Race. (ST 38-39) This means we have passed the first middle point of the 4th
European National Race in its 4th Tribal Race and are currently at the second
middle point in its sui generis 5th Tribal Race that produces the 6th Tribal Race
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as well as the grander 5th National Race concentrated in the Americas. (SD 2444) H.P. Blavatsky wrote on this upward arc in the 5th Tribal Race when she
described the Europeans as “just emerging from the very bottom of a new
cycle and progressing upwards.” (CW 2-312) When G. de Purucker spoke of
this 4th European National Race and 5th Tribal Race, he could not have been
addressing the 4th Family Race because we have not passed the middle point
of the 4th Sub-Race. Actually, we have just reached the 4th Family Race of the
4th Sub-Race. As for the 4th Family Race, it is already in its beginning stages
because the seeds of the 5th Sub-Race have been sown. (DIA 2-134) In
addition, the seeds of the 6th Root-Race—which are dropped during the 4th
Sub-Race—have flourished into “millions of scattered individuals, beginning
feebly to differentiate into the Sixth Root-Race qualities.” (ST 639) Joseph
Fussell, the Secretary-General to G. de Purucker, confirmed, “We are not yet
at the mid-point of the Fifth sub-race, but only of our sub-race which, as
clearly shown elsewhere by H.P.B in The Secret Doctrine, is the mid-point of
a family race.” (TF 10-368) In The Secret Doctrine, H.P. Blavatsky had
written, “We are in the midpoint of our sub-race of the Fifth Root Race.” (SD
1-610) To clarify, the “midpoint of our sub-race” meant the 4th Family Race of
the 4th Sub-Race. For her, this 4th Family Race (referred to by her as the
“fourth sub-race”) witnessed “the destruction of the last remnant of the
Atlanteans—the Aryo-Atlanteans in the last island of Atlantis, namely, some
11,000 years ago.” (SD 2-433)
This 4th Family Race flowered from the first and second middle points of the
3rd Family Race in its 4th European National Race. When did this take place?
G. de Purucker affirmed that the 4th National Race became sui generis from
the previous 3rd National Race about 9,000 years ago and therefore the first
middle point was prior to that date—thereby confirming that the 4th Family
Race as well as the 4th National Race of the 3rd Family Race witnessed the
destruction of the Atlanteans several thousand years earlier. (ST 36) This is
why H.P. Blavatsky used the term “fourth sub-race” in The Secret Doctrine in
reference to the sinking of Poseidonis; two different sub-cycles of significantly
different lengths were both in their fourth stage of development. In Isis
Unveiled, H.P. Blavatsky delineated this progression from the 3rd National
Race to the 4th National Race by drawing attention to Baron Bunsen’s 21,000
year cycle from Egypt’s Place in Universal History. (IS 2-366) She had
previously asserted in Isis Unveiled “the beds of the ocean are displaced” at
the “end of every decimillennium and about one neros [Ed. approximately
10,500 years]” when there is a “semi-universal deluge.” (IS 1-31) Therefore,
using Bunsen’s model, the high point of the cycle began 19,760 B.C. and the
low point of the cycle occurred in 9,260 B.C. This low point broadly
corresponded to the small kali-yuga, or the 4th Tribal Race in this case, of the
3rd National Race that gave birth to the 4th National Race. Several thousand
years later the 4th National Race became sui generis, but the Poseidonis
disaster some 11,000 to 13,000 years ago took place slightly before since old
lands must sink and new ones appear before the new race can migrate. (SD
2-445)
Thus, the time was ripe—in the 4th Family Race of the 4th Sub-Race—for
Gautama Buddha to assume the shared responsibility for the 5th Root-Race
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from the 4th Root-Race Buddha. But one final monumental evolutionary shift
had to occur first. The 5th Root-Race had to enter its larger Kali-Yuga. It
entered its Kali-Yuga on the “18th of February, 3,102 years before the
Christian era, at midnight, on the meridian of Ujjaini at the death of Krishna.”
(CW 5-58) With the 4th Sub-Race and the 5th Root-Race beginning the
descent into their respective times of trial, the appearance of Gautama
Buddha as the first 5th Root-Race Buddha was timely in initiating the muchneeded beginning of the 6th Root-Race. (FS 163, SD 1-377, CW 2-312) On
the one hand, those 6th Root-Race seeds were dropped into the 6th Family
Race of the 3rd Sub-Race. On the other hand, those seeds were dropped into
an even smaller cycle of the 6th Tribal Race that had just emerged from the 5th
Tribal Race—being near its end—of the 4th European National Race in the 4th
Sub-Race. (ST 39) Since a Tribal Race is such a small cycle, this is why H.P.
Blavatsky had written to A.P. Sinnett—in an effort to quell his sense of
nineteenth-century English superiority—that the Europeans had to “thank her
stars” for even occasionally evoluting a “sixth race” unit. (BL 238) Joined hand
in hand, all of us, as generational offshoots or karmic participants in the
overlapping cycles of the 3rd and 4th Sub-Races in the 5th Root-Race, share
the responsibility of successfully giving birth to the 6th Root-Race.
Sources:
BL = Barker, A.T., comp. The Letters of H.P. Blavatsky to A.P. Sinnett.
Pasadena: Theosophical University Press, 1973.
CW = Blavatsky, H.P. Collected Writings: Vol. 2, 5, 12, 13, 14
Vol. 2. Wheaton: The Theosophical Publishing House, 1967.
Vol. 5. Los Angeles: The Philosophical Research Society, Inc., 1950.
Vol. 12. Wheaton: The Theosophical Publishing House, 1980.
Vol. 13. Wheaton: The Theosophical Publishing House, 1982.
Vol. 14. Wheaton: The Theosophical Publishing House, 1985.
DIA = Purucker, Gottfried de. The Dialogues of G de Purucker. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1948.
FS = Purucker, Gottfried de. Fountain-Source of Occultism. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1974.
FU = Purucker, Gottfried de. Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy.
Pasadena: Theosophical University Press, 1947.
IS = Blavatsky, H.P. Isis Unveiled. Pasadena: Theosophical University Press,
1998.
ML = Barker, A.T., comp. The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnett. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1975.
SD = Blavatsky, H.P. The Secret Doctrine. Pasadena: Theosophical
University Press, 1999.

22

ST = Purucker, Gottfried de. Studies in Occult Philosophy. Pasadena:
Theosophical University Press, 1973.
TF4 = Purucker, Gottfried de. “Question 120.” The Theosophical Forum. Vol.
4, No. 3. Point Loma: The Theosophical Society, November 15,1932.
TF10 = Fussell, J.H. “Our Present Sub-Race.” The Theosophical Forum. Vol.
10, No. 5. Point Loma: Theosophical University Press, May 1937.
Next issue: we complete this series with Technical Theosophy: Part 4:
Recent Cycles and the New Age in the June 2017 issue.
‘Whatever plane our consciousness may be acting in, both we and the things
belonging to that plane are, for the time being, our only realities. As we rise in
the scale of development we perceive that during the stages through which we
have passed we mistook shadows for realities, and the upward progress of the
Ego is a series of awakenings, each advance bringing with it the idea that now,
at last, we have reached “reality”; but only when we shall have reached the
absolute Consciousness, and blended our own with it, shall we be free from
the delusions produced by Mãyã (illusion).’ – H. P. Blavatsky

LAST WORD: ON CONSCIOUSNESS - Alan E. Donant.
"... Every creation, it has been said, contains in it all that its creator knows,
consciously or unconsciously. If this is so, the infinite source is reflected in all
events and beings. If not for this universal and infinite divine essence at our
core, we would randomly spiral from one event to another on an endless loop
of experiences. But each event carries the essential nature of divinity within it.
Through daily life we begin to intuit the vast reality of existence, slowly,
consciously awakening to the fact that something exists beyond the material
world. This realization of something greater, which is both beyond and part of
ourselves, has occurred to many people today. Yet self-directed illusion exists
just as does self-directed evolution. Overwhelmed by the play of cascading
events called forth by ourselves, we create the illusion of separateness,
forgetting the divine Oneness that is our true nature. These illusions, however,
are not unreal or without meaning, they are simply not what we think they are.
The universe does have laws that work toward the illumining of soul nature –
the knowing of one’s Self. At any given moment any event may lead us to an
evolutionary experience, an awakening. For the real power of consciousness
is that fundamentally all is One." - Alan E. Donant, Altadena, California, USA.
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