THEOSOPHY DOWNUNDER

Online Magazine of the Theosophical Society (Pasadena) Australasian Section
No: 125 December 2017

Complete back issues to the year 2000 available at our website:
www.theosophydownunder.org
All contributions on Theosophy or related subjects are welcome.

CONTENTS
Bridge of Consciousness.
News.
Manbés Responsi bi | iitBgrnarddsS. Rats@ens.Ani mal s

Paganism: A Gift of the Lord and Lady i Heathclyff St James Deville.
What is The Ancient Wisdom: Part 2: Features of The Hidden Wisdom: 6 Gno s i s 0
T Andrew Rooke.
A Sense of Humour.
Letters to the Editor:
I The Seven Sacred Planets.
1 The Golden Stairs to the Temple of Wisdom.
1 Hidden Causes of Natural Disasters.
Book Reviews:
1 Timeless Truths of The Secret Doctrine: A Compilation by Fiona C.
Odgren.
1 Revelations: Visions, Prophecy, & Politics in the Book of Revelation by
Elaine Pagels.
The Other Ten Commandments.
Obituary: Rudi Jansma.
Last Word: On Transforming Gnosis into Action from the Gospel of Truth.

BRIDGE OF CONSCIOUSNESS

Theosophical teachers speak of a

connecting bridge or pathway between the
divine and human egos of each person

which they called by the ancient Sanskrit
name: Antahkarana (sometimes known as
Antaskarana) meaning dnterior sense organ.6

When we aspire to spiritual thoughts, a
dynamic current of energy is emitted from
our familiar lower consciousness towards the
higher aspects of our being i like engineers building a span of a bridge. Our upward

aspirations stimulate an influx of spiritual energy from our Higher Self downwards,

completing the span of the bridge for whatever time we can hold the inspiration. In

her book, Voice of the Silence, theosophical teacher, HP Blavatsky, speaks of this

bridge of consciousnessis@®ds batdkrieghwdye @pfersoem
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impersonal selves. She refers to it as the arena of the battle for mastery over the
Lower Self.

Paradoxically, we build the bridge only that
engulfed, and the bridge withdrawn into the Higher Self at the times of spiritual

initiation for the worthy few, such as at the time of the Solstice we celebrate as

Christmas. For most of us the bridge is completely dissolved at our death, parting in

the middle, the efflux retreating into the Personal Mind (the Lower Manas) and the

influx withdrawing into its source in the Higher Mind (Higher Manas) i and the

Manas becomesOn e, its dregs sDesite@ddynd@ @OKdmasRuma) .

During our lives, it is clearly our duty to initiate the building and pave the spans of our
bridge with high aspiration so our Higher Self can respond with the help our efforts
warrant. Great teachers have provided ethical injunctions and teachings throughout
the ages to encourage our spiritual aspirations which form our individual
Antahkarana or Path.

Like the Sun compassionately providing the means of life and warmth for its myriad
family of lesser beings in our solar system, the Higher Self patiently watches and
encourages us to walk our own rainbow bridge to the stars - Editor.

AThere is a light within a man of | ight, and
does not shine, hi €rom the GoepeldaThdrae38.4 010 in
the Nag Hammadi Library-121.

NEWS

News from all Theosophical Societies World-Wide: a comprehensive quarterly
survey of all theosophical organizations around the world is compiled regularly by
Steven Otto in Germany. Theosophy World News (Sohne des Feures) is available
guarterly in English language at: http://www.soehne-des-feuers.de/international-
theosophy-news

International Websites & Contacts for the Theosophical Society Pasadena:

International Headquarters: The Theosophical Society, Pasadena, has a
comprehensive website, www.theosociety.org where a wide selection of online
publications, information regarding the basic concepts, objectives and history of the
society, correspondence courses and contact details of all the sections worldwide,
are available. There are several new articles in languages other than English now
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available. The compil ation: 6Creation
recently added at: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadenalts/creation _stories.htm

American Section: The website of the American Section is
www.americansection.us The latest issue of the Section magazine, 21%' Century
Path, for September 2017 includes several articles on the nature of Dreams
including: A Look at Dreams by Gerald J. Schueler; Dreams excerpted from Secret
Doctrine Commentary by HPBlavatsky; Jagrat, Svapna, Sushupti and Turiya
excerpted from the Occult Glossary by G de Purucker; Dreamt | Today the Dream of
Yesternight by George Santayana. Further literature can be ordered online through
the Wizards Bookshelf. Branches of the American Section are located at San Diego,
Great Lakes, Ml (magazine Kali Yuga Rag), Northwest Branch, WA (website at:
www.theosophy-nw.org, magazine: Theosophy Northwest View i now ceased
publication), and contacts in various parts of California. Contact addresses and email
are all available in issues of 21% Century Path which is always available from our
Melbourne library in print only.

British Section: website: www.theosophical.org.uk Various articles are featured;
correspondence courses as well as free online subscriptions to their newsletter
Compass are offered. Back copies of the Compass from 2003 to Spring 2017 No. 34
edition can be viewed at the above website.

German Section: For our German-speaking readers, the comprehensive German
website provides information, contact details, discussion and study group schedules:
www.theosophie.de

The Netherlands Section: For our Dutch-speaking readers, the Netherlands
Sectionds website has a wide selection
collated according to topic, in addition to their excellent newsletter, Impuls, which is
available in Dutch and English languages. A selection of audio books and
PowerPoint presentations are now also available. Lectures and study groups are
held in various towns in the Netherlands, as well as study groups via Skype. Courses
are also offered and a guide is given in terms of topics and literature for self-study.
For further information visit: http://www.theosofie.net

The Swedish Section: for their website go to:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/index.htm

For online literature in Swedish language visit:
http://theosociety.org/Pasadenal/sverige/TeosofiskaBokforlaget/index.htm

South African Section: The latest Contact newsletter from the South African
Section includes articles on Reincarnation including: How can you prove
Reincarnation i G de Purucker; Why | believe in Reincarnation i Ingrid Van Mater;
Heredity and Reincarnation i John P. Van Mater; Why do we not remember our past
lives? T Leoline L. Wright. For general information and monthly meetings in the
Gauteng area, contact Alice Yetman: 64 De Hoeve Rd Tel: 0027 12 654 3193
Eldoraigne Cell: 0027 72 436 2014 Centurion 0157 Email:
alice.yetman@gmail.com Contact person in the greater Durban area: Grant
Halliday, tel: 031 702 3411 (h); email: halliday@absamail.co.za Contact person in
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the Western Cape: Dewald Bester,tel: 021 802 5608 (h); cell: 084 713 7706; email:
besterdewald@gmail.com

Exploring Theosophy: the Synthesis of Science, Religion and Philosophy: This
website, maintained by David Pratt, features a wide selection of topics relating to
theosophy. It is highly recommended for those readers seeking to relate
theosophical teachings to the science, social, and historical developments of today:
http://davidpratt.info

HP Blavatsky (HPB) Collected Writings in E-Book Format: A Dutch theosophist
is working to put all 15 volumes of H P B €dlected Writings into three e-book
formats. He is working from the actual books so everything that is in the books will
eventually be there in electronic format. Here is a sample of CWI in the three
formats of what will be available in the future:
PDF: https://akollen.stackstorage.com/s/YrpmBLg1llAjuXkg
Epub: https://akollen.stackstorage.com/s/pmp249dilb T6XU9
Mobile: https://akollen.stackstorage.com/s/BlLZha7kRhXtVDP
Australasian Section News:
Meetings December 2017 through March 2018:

2017
Saturday, December 2nd, 2pm: The Lost Gospel of Thomas: the Original
Mystical Teachings of Jesus Christ. T Lecture (Andrew Rooke) and Film (Ted
Nottingham).

2018
Saturday, February 3rd, 2pm: Electric Universe i Wallace Thornhill.
6 Feb. 1 What is the Ancient Wisdom? i Andrew Rooke.
13 Feb. i Seven Jewels of Wisdom i Andrew Rooke.
20 Feb. - Man 1 Visible and Invisible. T Andrew Rooke.

27 Feb. 1 Life Between Lives: the After-Death Research of Dr Michael Newton 1
Paul Rooke.

Saturday, March 3rd, 2pm: Ghost Animals i Heathclyff St. James Deuville.

6 March 1 Near Death Experience i Jenny Ryan.

13Marchi Rei ncarnati on: WhédAmd®&sRooke.e Evi dence?
20 Marchi Q & A on Karma i Andrew Rooke.

27 March i Psychic Powers: Real or Imaginary? i Paul Rooke.

New on our Website: our website is at: www.theosophydownunder.org Newly
added {heosophialléct uresd menu are The@reat ol | o wi
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Year; What is the Ancient Wisdom? both by Andrew Rooke; Technical Theosophy
and the Buddhic Cycles by Don Shepherd.

New in the Melbourne Library: the Theosophical Pasadena Library Centre is at
664 Glenhuntly Rd, Caulfield South open on days of meetings or by special
arrangement by phoning 0400942613. Books are available for loan to regular
attendees at our meetings and U3A students attending the Ancient Wisdom course
or by mail to members. The catalog of books, and a list of the journals available in
the library is on our website. Many thanks to those friends who have generously
donated books to our Melbourne library, or the funds to buy new books.

New in the library: Four books on early Christianity by Dr Elaine Pagels: The Gnostic
Gospels; Revelations: Visions, Prophecy, and Politics in The Book of Revelation;
The Origin of Satan: How Christians Demonized Jews, Pagans and Heretics; Adam,
Eve, and the Serpent: Sex and Politics in Early Christianity; Reading Judas: The
Gospel of Judas and the Shaping of Christianity; Peter Smith: Quantum
Consciousness; BJ Eadie: Embraced by the Light: What Happens When You Die; A
DVD of whirling Dervish dancers in Istanbul with accompanying booklet; A DVD: The
Man Who Knew Infinity; Several books by Dr Rudolph Steiner including: Theosophy:
an introduction; Agriculture; Anthroposophy: an introduction; Anthroposophy and
Christianity; Death and Cosmic Life; Egyptian Myths and Mysteries; The Evolution of
Earth and Man and the Influence of the Stars; The Inner Nature of Man; Man and the
World of the Stars; Occult Sciences: an Outline; Spiritual Hierarchies and many
others; Three books on Wicca by Scott Cunningham: Earth, Fire and Water; Earth
Power; The Magical Household; Jim Tucker: Return to Life; C Moss: The Myth of
Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a Story of Martyrdom; T.Nagel: Mind and
Cosmos: Why the Materialist Neo-Darwinian Conception of Nature Is Almost
Certainly False; Fiona Odgren: Timeless Truths of The Secret Doctrine: A
Compilation.

Online Books: most books published by our Society are available online at TUP
Online: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadenal/ts/tup-onl.htm Resources include a
wide range of electronic books on theosophy, including books by Blavatsky, Judge,
Tingley, Purucker, and others; introductory manuals on theosophy; theosophical
magazines and glossaries; material on the world's sacred traditions; and more.
Copyrighted material in this site may be downloaded free of charge for personal use.

Science and Society News:

Secret Room Discovered in the Great
Pyramid: In August 2017 an international
team of archaeologists said it is on the cusp
of pinpointing the location of a secret room
hidden within the Great Pyramid of Giza as it
uses cutting-edge laser technology to map
the 4,500-year-old ancient Egyptian
monument. In October 2016 the same group
of archaeologists announced their discovery
of a previously undiscovered cavity 105
meters high in a north eastern section of the
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pyramid. It was hoped the discovery could be a corridor.

Theosophy says the purpose of the Great Pyramid was not a tomb, but an

environment where suitable candidates could undergo spiritual initiation into higher

states of consciousnessi hence its ancient nain@lacdéHor i zon
where one could Iliterally enter other di mens
andHe | | s 6. HP Bl a v&Setret Rogtrink (2:432)ghatiit was budtr

originally three precessional cycles, or 78,000 years ago, by refugees from the

doomed Atlantis based on the design of their own temples. To achieve spiritual

awakening candidates had to undergo a variety of tests of character, encounter first-

hand some of the other dimensions, and to face various aspects of themselves

bef ore achieving 6enlightenmentd fidhe a few I
0 Ki ngs Chhaseinigatiod tests offered a vastly accelerated Path to

enlightenment for strong souls called by the ancient Egyptians in their Book of the

TwoWays, O The P at Thisquick Pdtb contrasés with the slow journey for

the majority of humanity to the same state of enlightenment but through the everyday

initiations of daily life experience called bythemi 6 The Pat h Osiricwa®the r i s 0 .
King of the Underworld, patron of the Mysteries, father of Horus, and the Great

Pyramid was also known in ancient Egypt as

the 6Temple of Osiriséo6.

New discovery suggests humans are
vastly older than previously imagined:

The discovery of a 9.7 million-year-old set of
fossilised teeth in a German river bed could
rewrite human history. The prehistoric
remains were found by scientists sifting
through gravel and sand in a dried of part of
the Rhine near the town of Eppelsheim,
Germany. Experts say they closely resemble
t hose bel on ga32gnillibneyeait L u ¢

old skeleton of a human ancestor famously 7\

found in Ethiopia. More importantly they do

NOT resemble dental remains of any other

species ever found in Europe or Asia, raising serious doubts that human origins
began in Africa. Archaeologists were said to be so baffled by the amazing discovery
- at a well-known fossil spot - they held off from publishing their research for a year.
The prehistoric remains were found by scientists sifting the Rhine. Their
characteristics resemble African finds that are four to five million years younger than
the fossils excavated in Eppelsheim. Current scientific consensus proposes that
modern humans evolved somewhere out of east Africa around 300,000 years ago.
They are then believed to have spread around the world about 70,000 years ago.
Theosophy teaches that humans are in fact vastly older than current science
teaches. Our history and civilizations, according to Theosophy, extend back millions
of years. During past civilizations humans developed races of semi-human beings to
do basic work, act as soldiers and security guards then later they hunted them down
and exterminated all but those which were the most primitive examples of their type
in remote and isolated areas. Perhaps these remains are from those semi-human
ape-like creatures of those past civilizations. More information available at:
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http://www.dw.com/en/archaeology-fossil-teeth-discovery-in-germany-could-
re-write-human-history/a-41028029

Nearing Death Awareness: people approaching death often have an increased
awareness of the ghosts of close relatives. Those who work with the terminally ill,
such as social workers and hospice caregivers, call these episodes or visions a
manifestation of what is called Nearing Death Awareness.

ATheyeayecommon among dying patients in hosp
a psychiatrist in Winston-Salem, N.C., who specializes in treating terminally ill

patients, wrote in an email. fAThose who are
worl d and tomee drfextn find their deceased | oV«

communicate with them. In many cases, the predeceased loved ones seem [to the

dying person] to be aiding thenWhilefamiyhei r o6t r
members are often clueless about this phenomenon, at least at the outset, a 2014

study of hospice patients published in the Journal of Palliative Medicine concluded

t hat fAmost participantso reported such visio
death, comforting dreams/visionsoft he deceased becamMdoremor e pr e
information is available at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.qgov/pubmed/24410369

According to Theosophy life is a continuum and we merely change our form of life at

death and continue on i nin@theragmgofbgptr i at e body
following death. Just as it takes a long preparation to come into life here on Earth, so

there is a long transition for most people when seeking birth in the realms of light. It

is not surprising therefore that we have a long transition period and experiences of
interaction with bei ngsusiththertrarsition a death.her si de
More information on theosophical teachings on the after-death journey are available

at: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/gdpmanu/death/death-1.htm

Appreciative Inquiry (Al); Images and Voices of Hope (IVOH); Love & Truth
Party: Appreciative Inquiry, Al (note, not Artificial Intelligence) is a new tool for
managers which concentrates on positive achievements rather than negative
problem-solving, which is the usual approach in management decisions. Al has had
a big impact on the field of organization development and was a precursor to the rise
of positive organization studies and the strengths based movement in American
management. It was developed at Case Western Reserve University's department of
organizational behaviour in 1987 and grown in strength ever since. Al advocates that
the overuse of "problem solving" hampered any kind of social improvement, and,
rather what is needed are new methods of inquiry that would help generate new
ideas and models for how to organize.

A related organization in purpose is IVOH (Images and Voices of Hope) which

advocates positive change in the world through constructive journalism. For IVOH

positive change is about focusing on the world we want to live in i not only problem
solvingtheworldwe have. | t 6s not about gl ossi nglifyihg f f i cul
the best in human nature and whenever possible shining a light on the steps we can

take towards the future we want.

Here in Australia, the influence of such positive voices for change is reflected in the
formation of a new political party in Melbourne seeking to spread ideas of Love and
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Truth as the basis of a better future for the world. The Love& Truth Party
recognizes that more and more people are directly experiencing what many others
intuit and what great scientists and the scientific evidence has long pointed to 7 that
we are immaterial beings, living in a material world. Humanity is awakening from the
dream of separation, recognizing the unity of all beings and all things, as
consciousness. T h ey s ay Réalizing ali is consciatisness, all problems are
recognized as problems of consciousness. The old paradigms T mistaken ideas of
who we are and what this world is T is at root of all crises. As a community of
awakening beings we reconnect millions with love, wisdom, personal power and
shared purpose. With your help we will recruit, empower and enable an army of New
Earth Ninjas to find their inner Ghandi, being and doing the change, contributing to
the dissolution of the matrix and creating a world that works for all.0

| sndt ingtokee theosophadl ideals now active in new organizations around
the world advocating change by breaking the dnoulds of mind6that theosophical
teachers established as one of the aims of the Theosophical Society 150 years ago.

Cooperative Evolution in Nature: there are some
remarkable examples all around us which suggest
that the 6dog eat dogo
Darwinds theory might not

The proposed existence of bioelectric and
morphogenetic fields by Dr Rupert Sheldrake and
other cutting edge scientific thinkers, with cells
communicating along pathways of light, suggests a
different view of evolution than the Darwinian.
Instead of constant struggle and the survival of the
fittest, many scientists today think that harmony, and

cooperative endeavour may be the dominant factors in evolutionary development.
This is illustrated by a variety of experiments and examples from recent observations
in nature of social association, symbiosis, and cooperation between animals and
animals, animals and plants, plants and plants, and plants and fungi found
throughout the world.

An impressive example from the micro-world is seen with the amoeba-like entities

forming the common pond-slime mould you see in ponds, lakes, and rivers all over

the world. These little creatures normally pass their lives creeping about and feeding

on bacteria. But when food runs short, a most amazing phenomenon has been
observed.

As soon as one of the amoeba starts to
starve, it sends out a chemical message.
Other amoeba that pick up the message
pass it on by producing the messenger-
substance too. As soon as it has reached a
certain concentration, all the amoeba in the
vicinity flock together -- sometimes up to
100,000 heads -- forming a slug-like
creature. All acting in a coordinated and
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synchronized manner, they now move like a tiny little slug, guided by their light- and
heat-sensors, toward a warm and sunny spot. Having found one, they form a
hemisphere out of which a stalk starts growing, by the way of some amoeba
straightening themselves up, then becoming hard and dying. Others climb up on
them, harden and die, too, and so on.

After about 20% of the amoeba sacrifice themselves like this in favour of the group,

the remaining ones climb up the stalk, and form a capsule, and transform into

spores. Sometime later the capsule opens and the spores are carried away, by wind

and rain, to more abundant pastures. Each spore turns into an amoeba again -- and

the game starts anew. Famine and distress do not result here in a Darwinian

"struggle for life,” but are overcome by a peaceful solution, by cooperation and

mutual aid, including self-sacrifice in favour of the group. If amoebas can do it, then
what 6s stoppihg us humans

Ancient Trees Were Unlike Anything We Have
Today: A new study that was carried out by an
international team of researchers, published in the
journal Proceedings in October 2017, gives details
of 374-million-year-old fossil samples of trees (see
picture opposite). Two such examples were
excavated in the northwest part of China, in 2012
and 2015. What the study suggests is that the first
trees on our planet were far more complicated than
we might have assumed. The researchers found
that one specimen was found to incorporate
hundreds of other tree-looking structures within
itself. Instead of a solid trunk , these ancient trees
were hollow with a complex network of tubes
bringing water and nutrients up through the outer 6
cms of the trunk. More detailed on this recent

i discoveryinformation is available from:
https://www.thevintagenews.com/2017/11/01/ne
w-study-shows-earths-first-trees-had-a-more-
complex-structure-than-trees-today/

Theosophical writers say that at one time in the distant past, the plant kingdom was
the dominant species on the planet and trees were quite different from today. At that
time they had the capacity to move about to some extent and they were aggressive
in their behaviour compared to the quiescent plant kingdom of today.
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MA N 6RESPONSIBILITY TO THE ANIMALS - Bernard S. Parsons

When the Theosophical Society was founded the key teaching was and still is,

UniversalBr ot her hood. This teaching is basic to
sentimental emotion but a fact in Nature itself. Madam Blavatsky, co-founder of the

Theosophical Society, developed the universality of this cornerstone with great

brilliance and consistency until she died in 1891. In the subject of this article, Ma n 6 s
relationship with the animalsq it is possible to trace very clearly the humanising affect

her work has had on the world in many countries - if not all.

A century ago in our country cockfights and dog fights were common, horses were

spurred and whipped cruelly and wanton ill-treatment to animals went unpunished or

was tolerated. We can see in the following period a growing swing of community

opinion toward a more enlightened viewofman 6 s responsi bilities to
brothers, the animals. First let us address this question - fif we call animals our

younger brothers, what do we have in common in our respective constitutions?0

Enshrined within our physical body is an Animal Soul. These we share with the

animals of this world, a body and a conscious soul. This Animal Soul of ours is the

seat of our animal desires, our hunger and thirsts and our instinctive behaviour. Just

as the animals show joy, determination and affection as well as dignity, so also do

we. Enshrined within our Animal Soul is a Human Soul. This is the seat of our

awareness of our self and our human desires. Enshrined within our Human Soul is

our Spiritual Soul. This soul is the seat of our intellect. Enshrined within our Spiritual

Soul is our Buddhic Soul. The Buddhic Soul is the seat of what is, or may develop,

into our wisdom, our compassion, our intuition, our artistry. Enshrined within this

Buddhic Soul is the Celestial BuddhaorMonadit he 6 Chri st osd within

Now how much of this range does the animal world
share? All of men and animals have a physical body
and a Monad i the same father monad as we do.
Because of this monadic ancestry, the animals are
truly our brothers. They are, however, not as fully
developed as we are. They are following us up the
ladder of life under the impulse and guidance of their
own Inner God. There are strong links between
mankind and his younger brothers. Millions of years
ago,accordi ng t o ancient tradith
body was less physical and the human form more or

less spherical, the body sweated off seeds or spores

of various kinds according to whereabouts on the body these sweat-born offspring
exuded. Exudations seeding from what corresponds to our genitalia were true to type
human in form. Those exuding from elsewhere on the body showed different
characters and from these developed our animal life.

This account ascribes to us not only the role of parenting our animal world, it also

charges us with a responsibility toward them that is eternal and inescapable. You

may object that science says that Mankind is at the top of the tree of evolution 7 the
AnJohnneg Icaotme!l yo. Wel |l , ¢ oun faetthattloumantbeing as s um
is enormously more complex than his animal younger brother as his animal nature is
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now unfolded. It is therefore reasonable to suggest that Man is an older member of
the evolutionary procession than even the most developed animal.

The relationship is not only one of kinship. Animals share the life forces that ebb and

flow through space, appearing now as pure energies and again as units of substance
T life atoms. We share these life atoms. They can flow freely and swiftly to wherever

they are attracted and to where it is appropriate.

The ancients held that animals should be treated with respect. The Jains of India
made concern for animal life an important feature of their religious life. In Spartan
Greece, a community that went overboard in imposing a fierce code of discipline on
its citizens, they would punish a child who was found guilty of cruelty to an animal i
characteristically if not wisely i with death. The Hindus teach that even as the
humans received the divine fire of knowledge of the difference between right and
wrong so many millions of years ago, so in a similarly far distant time some animals
will when ready take the next step into human-like self-consciousness. In the mean-
time animals are our responsibility. We do this best, not by fussing too much over
them but most certainly by not taking advantage of them.

| think it is monstrous that today in a country pledged to the ideal of freedom, animals
are vivisected cruelly, not for the impersonal advancement of science but more often
than not so that some researcher might receive academic degrees or praise from his
peers for the results of his experiments. On a less horror-filled note, and there is
plenty of horror in the subject of vivisection, many instances exist of a special rapport
between certain animals and humans and certain sorts of animals and other

species.

Perhaps you have heard the saying that
people grow to look like the pets they keep?
Perhaps the link was there before those
persons were born. The Aborigines of
Australia at a time of initiation into manhood
appoint to each candidate a totemic bird or
beast. He may not kill or eat this totem
animal, and it is said between the man and
his totemic animal a bond of trust grows.
There are plenty of examples of animals
seeking contact with humans. On the North-
West coast of Australia at a little hamlet
called Monkey Mia, dolphins have for years
come into the shallows to be patted, fed, and
to introduce their young to the locals swimming there. A zoologist from England

studying the dolphins was packing up his gear while his son was having a last swim

in the autumn evening before they left off work for the year. The dolphin the man had

been particularly studying came up to the eleven-year old lad, put his head between

the boybébs | egs and gave him a ride round the

Another marvellous story is that of a farmer who had the care of an eagle that was
injured in a storm. The farmer later retired, and came to live in metropolitan South
Melbourne. The eagle had come back for short visits at the farm, but one day the
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farmer found the eagle sitting on the back fence of his South Melbourne home. It had
sought him out and found him, from among so many similar dwellings, at such a
great distance from their original home.

| was given a strong lesson in good manners by a pointer bitch mothering five pups.
As they became ready for weaning she continued to play with them a little but mostly
she would jump up to a place out of reach and let the pups tumble over each other
ot il meal time came. At | ast there was
games with it. She chased the pup and rolled it over and ran away in pretended
fright, followed by the enthusiastic pup. | saw this stately old hound doing this and |
laughed. She never played with that pup again whilst | was watching and it took me a
week to get her to wag when | patted her.

There is the case of swans that mate for life and such is their constancy that should
one die the mate joins a group for company but never mates again. There is the
case of the sun bird which will build a large oval decorated nest commonly near a
house, in northern Australia. People hang ropes down in hope the birds will build on
them. The birds show little fear of mankind and will fly into the house and out again
without showing fear.

Many animals show flashes of an almost human
quality in their life. Another example is the
albatross that breeds near Dunedin in New
Zealand, which has a unique courting ritual. Two
birds meeting and not having room to dance on the
rocky windswept cliffs where the nests are made,
the two birds take to the sky. There they spread
their marvellous flexible wings, flying in ever
changing harmony, a soundless dance, dipping
and weaving until a rapport is established. One
wonders if in the misty southern oceans hunting for
fish often out of earshot or out of sight, they find
each other. Is this the skill they practice in the
courting dance? Find each other they do. They,
too, mate for life.

Just as we share our life atoms with the animals,
let us hope to their advantage, so it is conceivable that we share the life atoms of the
gods. It is a brave thought. Remember the saying of Jesus i fin as much as you do it
to the least among you so shall it be done to you.0This is the great Law of Karma. It
applies to every being in the universe, gods, men, animals and so on. The Law of
Karma is one aspect i the negative, of what theosophical author, G. de Purucker
calls, The Law of Laws of the Universe i Self-Forgetfulness, living unto all things, not
the doctrine that each species-individual must live for itself in order to develop
itself. This Law of Laws is now reflected in modern theories of Cooperative Evolution
rather than the 6édog eat dogbé approach
traditional Darwinian evolutionary theory (see pages 7-8 of this newsletter for more
information on cooperative evolution).

12

onl vy

of

t



Man is no doubt more complex in his intellect and consciousness than our animal
brothers i the differences are of degree 1 but correspondingly humans should be
more responsible. This responsibility is not just a matter of sentiment. Far better we
do not try to play God. Better still if we become aware of the support they give us,
the examples they show us of all sorts of noble behaviour and of how all beings
make a complex tapestry where every thread contributes its own special part to the
whole loom of life. i the late Bernard Parsons, Melbourne, Australia.

AFai th i s our Earth, i n which we take root ;
Hope is the Water through which we are nourished;

Love is the Air through which we grow,

Gnosisi s the Light through whi cihfromeéhe Baespeb me f ul
of Philip 79.25-31 in the Nag Hammadi Library-139.

PAGANISM i A Gift of the Lord and Lady i Heathclyff St James Deville

You may have wondered: Why were people killed in the past for practicing Witchcraft
or Wicca? | believe that this was because the Church and secular governments of

the time (a period often referred to as The Burning Times, 15th-17th centuries)

feared the real possibility that these individuals could undermine the faith of others.

The authors of the Malleus Maleficarum, (1486) a working manual first on how to

deal Wiichestb dhhel d that women were more |ikely t
of the Deuvil, (think Eve of Genesis 3) and thus more frequently would became

witches, hence why more women than men were killed. Even animals were accused

of being in league with the Deuvil.

These poor unfortunates were most likely simple folk who held a deep connection
with the land. For some, at least, had not forgotten to revere the Lord and Lady; the
God and Goddess of the pre-Christian religions, for the gifts that these two deities
gave to the world through the gifts of the earth.

It has been estimated by the late Dr. Marija Gimbutas, professor of archaeology at
the University of California, (d.1994) that as many as 9 million people,
overwhelmingly women, were burned or hanged during the witch-craze (Henningsen,
G. The Witches Advocate. University of Nevada Press, Reno, 1980). How sad
given the purity of their spiritual Path.
SRMACHG As | see it, the Pagan Path, no matter the Tradition that one follows,
can help not only our immediate world as we learn to value the life
both seen and unseen, but also the numerous planes of existence
that we may not even consciously know to exist.d O Hidden Life!
Vibrant in every atom!

SOLITARY

RACTITIONER

The late distinguished Wiccan author, Scott Cunningham (d. 1993),
had a sentiment that | wholeheartedly have taken on board for its
truth is self-evident:

INCLUDES AUTHOR'S BOOK OF SHADOWS
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i é[Wicca] can be a |l onely path, because so few
disheartening to spend your time reverencing nature and watching the Earth

suffocating under tons of concrete while nobody seems to careé 68 Wicca: Guide

for the Solitary Practitioner p.75 7 available from our library in Melbourne.

This is my worldview and one that | hope that you, the reader, may also reflect upon
as you learn more about Paganism as a faith.

| shall end here by quoting from the Theosophical classic, To Light A Thousand
Lamps (2001), by Grace F. Knoche, who so brilliantly wrote:

i éAlready the theme of our oneness with nature has revolutionized present-day
thinking and lifestyles. Once again we are beginning to see ourselves as
participants in an ecosystem of cosmic dimension. We are discovering that we, the
observers, measurably affect not only the object we are observing but the entire
complement of evolving entities. Best of all, we are realizing, though not sufficiently
as yet, that we are one humanity, and that what you or | do to help another benefits
all, striking a resonant chord in the on-going symphony that together we are
composing. Though the burden of our inhumanities are indeed heavy, the universe
must rejoice over the slightest movement of compassion in the soul of even a single
human beingé o

Is this not the goal; the underlying reason as to why we must not fear the Pagan, the
Heathen or the Wiccan; the Witch? For are we not All Brothers and Sisters, though
we tread differing Paths; differing spiritual Laneways?

May you take the hand of the Lord of the Forest and the Lady of the Silver Moon and

Come Dance the Sacred Circle Dance of Life. - Heathclyff St James-Deville, Melbourne,
Australia.

WHAT | S 6THE ANCI ENT WI SDOMO6 ? Par t 2 - Featur
6 Gn o § Arsdiew Rooke.

I n theosophical discussions we often refer t
Theosophy is a modern version of such an esoteric form of knowledge. But what

exactly do we mean when we say O0The Ancient V
series |l ooking at these questionsé

A basic feature of The Ancient Wisdom is the tradition of
06Gnosnesadbni ng 6knowl edgeséterior Oknow
traditions are united in having such a body of knowledge of

higher truths surpassing faith and even reason which can

have a transformative effect on those who study and

Obecomed it. This is not ordinary
inner initiation enabl nnng onebds s
requiring discipline and ethical development of a very high

order, with the aim of transcendence.

Lesser and Greater Mysteries: this knowledge is usually
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divided into two phases:

Lesser Mysteries: myths and allegories to awaken intuition, a preview of greater
mysteries presented by a teacher, eg. In Greek system: an academic education, the
Olympic Games, the Greek plays, the cycle of Greek Myths.

Greater Mysteries: actual experience of what has been taught previously by others.
Awakening of inner potential, descent into invisible worlds and reascent into the One.

Features of the Gnosis tradition: in some form or other, all esoteric gnostic
traditions teach the following using their own terminology to speak of the same
things:

Theology: divine principles and processes. The
relation of the Universe and Man.

Cosmology: the birth and death of the metaphysical
and physical universe from the One Life.

Anthropology: the nature of Man. His descent into
material life and the nature of his inner being, both
visible and invisible.

Eschatology: 6 k nowl edge of tilhe
destiny of mankind in the Universe. Death and After-Death journey.

Pilgrimage: teachings about the qualities of thought and attitude of conduct
necessary to achieve the Hidden Spiritual Knowledge. Such qualities as Wisdom,
Compassion, Patience, Concentration, Ethical Disciple, Meditation, etc..

The Seven Jewels of Wisdom: are the specific subjects studied in the Ancient
Wisdom which are said to be the summit of knowledge available to us at this stage of
humani tyds spiriThewasel devel opment .

1. Reincarnation: and Reimbodiment
(6Punarjanmand) .

2. Karma: the law of cause and effect.

3. Hierarchi es ( édrealitykhass a
many levels through which we progress.

4.Self-Becomi ng ( 6 Steaebskerdial a 0 )
nature of each person and entity and their inbuilt
capacity to grow in self-awareness.

5. EvolRiaviroint t(iéd6) and 1| n

( 6 Ni v evolationiingo )materiality and
Involution back into spirit of Humanity and the
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Earth.

6. The Two Paths of SpiriYamdob Dend FoORprmetnyt e k( &
Y a n aohoices along the spiritual Path. Good and Evil, Selflessness and
Selfishness.

7. Knowledge of thew8alktf dodwnemacVYiuay &) mean
How did the One become the Many?

More detailed information for those interested in The Seven Jewels of Wisdom is
available in an article on the subject by Stefan Carey at:
http://www.theosophydownunder.org/library/theosophical-lectures/the-seven-
jewels-of-wisdom-by-stefan-carey/

Three Keys to Understanding the Ancient Wisdom:

A &irstly, the philosophic axiom, As Above, so Below. This is a master-key, by the
aid of which we may unlock numberless mysteries. It teaches the interdependence of
all things, for all things are in essence one. What is true of the nature of man is true
of the sun. Universe and atom alike are composite in nature.

The second key is the religious aphorism, Man, Know Thyself 8 another master-
key closely related to the first. Could we but know the mysteries of consciousness
and the sevenfold nature of man in their completeness, we should have full
knowledge of the universe.

A third key, the scientific, is that All Things are Relative. In the last analysis nothing

is great, nothing small; all things are relatively great or small, in relative degrees of

development, with relative manifestations of consciousnessé 6 [ f r o m: La Faye
Pl ummer : OAn Unf Theosophical BorubhnApriv 1937} ieafdrew Rooke,

Melbourne, Australia

The compl ete t avhtatofi st tihse SAersineadaltiedatvi s d o mo
http://www.theosophydownunder.org/library/theosophical-articles/what-is-the-
ancient-wisdom-by-andrew-rooke/

In March 2018 we wilcomme nce a newThber FesroBadred Seaso

Plato wrote about the quest for self-knowledge:

AThe | ight and spirit of the Divinity are th
communion with the gods, above this earth 8 to become like the gods, is to
become holy, just and wise. That is the end for which man was created, and
that ought to be his aim in the acquisition
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A SENSE OF HUMOUR: the principle founder of the Theosophical Society, HP

Blavatsky, once said that the three most important qualities in esoteric study are,

fCommon sense, A Sense of Humour-and t hen more Common Sense
in our studies for a laugh every now and then!

| ¢ @Do gsd.ife: M man wrote a letter to a small hotel in a town he planned to visit

on his next holiday. He wr ot e: Al would very much | i ke t
well-groomed and very well behaved. Would you be willing to permit me to keep him

in my room with me at night? o

An i mmedi ate reply came f r chave hebneperatngthid owner
hotel for many years. I n all that ti me, | 6ve
silverware, or pictures off the wall s. |l 6ve
ni ght for being drunk ahada dbgranoutdnearhotefhill. And | 6
Yes, indeed, your dog is more than welcome at my hotel. And, if your dog will vouch

for you, youdre welcome to stay here too! o

A Unique Perspective on Karma and Reincarnation: A The only reason |
thumpingyourightnow i s because | dondt want to be Yy

For those addicted to PUNS:

1 lused to be a banker, but then I lost interest.

9 I tried to catch some fog, but | mist.

T I changed my i Podds name to Titanic. I t 6s

1 A cartoonist was found dead in his home. The details are sketchy.

1 When chemists die, they barium.

1 I know a fellow who is addicted to brake fluid, but he says he can stop at any
time.

1 Velcro i what a rip-off!

1 This girl said she recognized me at a vegetarian restaurant, b ut | 6d never
herbivore.
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Cartoon Corner:

ﬁ fad "What day is it,2" asked Pooh.
~ "It's today,” squeaked Piglet.
; o - "My favorite day,” said Pooh.
i = S _— =

[ fish beenTested ) &
for mercury? /

eat that.
Imavegan./
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THE SEVEN SACRED PLANETS:ié1 have heard about the Sev
and of their importance to the Earth. What exactly are they, and how do they relate

to our planet? According to Theosophy how advanced are the other planets of our

solar system in their spiritual evolution, and are they inhabited at the present time
according to theos o EHiorceplies:t eachings. .. 0 The

Aié As f ar as Hhasedandthe wriingsasohGlde Purucker, Theosophical

teachings state that there are seven planets in our solar system that are closely

connectedwitht he OG6admi ni str at i oocudEarthkndwndne vel op ment
Theosophy as the Seven Sacred Planets. T h e 6 dre mirual Rideésbéof these

planets, mutually assist in the formation and administration of the seven or twelve

gl obes of our Earthés planetary chain of vis
counting away from the Sun:

SUN(standing for tWwllL GCAMERCURY| MENUS| MOOEt 6
(standing for the invisible @ L ANET OF DMARS, BUWP)TER and SATURN.

The other planets and O6dwarf é planet s: Ur anu
pl anets recently discovered in therpatwot er sol
t he oWmilveSol aie. thé&lgrget sestard of visible and invisible suns and

pl anets belonging to the same o6familyd of wh
0 R aWhé closer a planet of our solar system is to the Sun, the further along it, and

its inhabitants are in their evolution in this planetary lifetime. The further away from

the Sun a planet is, the less advanced it is in this lifetime, but the more inherently

spiritually advanced is the planet and its inhabitants.

To answer the second part of your question about the spiritual status of the planets,
their influence on the earth, and the nature of their inhabitants, | understand G de
Purucker has the following to say of the Sun, and each planet in our solar system.
When we say dnhabitants of other planetséwe are not necessarily talking about
beings that would look like us humans, but rather those suited to the environmental
and evolutionary conditions that exist on those other planets just as we have special
such conditions here on the Earth that makes it a suitable environment for us.

As | understand it, Theosophy, following G de Purucker, has the following teachings
concerning the nature of our solar system:

THE SUN: A self-sustaining energy source with energy being

channelled from higherplanesia o6 L ay a Cé&untisrthebving T h e
heart and brain of the Solar System beating in an 11 year cycle. The

vi sible Sun is the reflection of a bri
pours forth its life forces to sustain all the lesser beings (including us!)

in its kingdom. The real Sun is eternally hidden by the Sun we see.

This hidden Sun was well known to many ancient traditions, eg. It was
called 6The Atend in ancient Egypt.
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VULCAN: The Sun is used to stand for this invisible planet as it
orbits in close proximity to the Sun. Vulcan is a highly spiritually
advanced planet. It is currently invisible to the human race since
the time of the Third Root Race (approx. 18 million years ago)
although its shadow was reportedly seen passing in front of the
Sun in 1859. It will become visible to humanity again when we
spiritualize to a greater degree in the far distant future.

MERCURY: About ready to enter its 7" Round of planetary life. It
exercisesspeci al i nfl uence BEath€hainGfl obe O0E®H
Globes and also over our present 5" Root Race. Currently inhabited.

VENUS:Rect or of Gl obehain&@d of the Earth
over the 3" Root-Race of humanity. In its 7" Round.
Currently inhabited by highly intelligent entities.

EARTH: Strangely enough, the Earth is not a member

of the Seven Sacred planets. Currently in its 4™ Round

and humanity is in its 5™ Root-race. Currently inhabited

i by us! The Moon: a dead world. The astral remanent

of the former incarnation of the Earth. The Moon is

transferring its energies to the Earth for good, and mostly bad,
profoundly influencing the growth and decay of all life on the Earth.

PLANET OFDEATH( Eart hés Moon is used to stand for
currently invisible planet): Sometimes knownasthe 6 Ei ght h

Sphereal mo®&f Marad, or even OLilith6é, it is
near t he odhautisbudrentlyivisible due to its gross

materiality. It is in its 7" Round andthe Re ct or of Gl obe 6G6 of t he
Earth chain. Currently inhabited. The Planet of Death is the highest

Globe of the planetary hierarchy below our Solar System in

materiality. It serves as a receptacle of negative influences from the

Earth T not unlike a sewage system for the Solar System. It is said

to be the ultimate destination of black magicians if they do not change their ways!

MARS:Rect or of Gl obe OF6 of Marklmms&ar t hods
special influence over the 6™ Root-Race of humanity. Currently the planet

is in 6obscurationo aWRdundiamgherefdreds b e gi nn
sparsely inhabitedby 0Si stasd6 or ORemaindersodé of
planetary life. It may be that Mars is a substitute for an invisible planet in

its region.
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