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BRIDGE OF CONSCIOUSNESS
Theosophical teachers speak of a
connecting bridge or pathway between the
divine and human egos of each person
which they called by the ancient Sanskrit
name: Antahkarana (sometimes known as
Antaskarana) meaning ‘interior sense organ.’
When we aspire to spiritual thoughts, a
dynamic current of energy is emitted from
our familiar lower consciousness towards the
higher aspects of our being – like engineers building a span of a bridge. Our upward
aspirations stimulate an influx of spiritual energy from our Higher Self downwards,
completing the span of the bridge for whatever time we can hold the inspiration. In
her book, Voice of the Silence, theosophical teacher, HP Blavatsky, speaks of this
bridge of consciousness as a ‘highway of sensations’ between the personal and
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impersonal selves. She refers to it as the arena of the battle for mastery over the
Lower Self.
Paradoxically, we build the bridge only that it may dissolve away. The ‘battlefield’ is
engulfed, and the bridge withdrawn into the Higher Self at the times of spiritual
initiation for the worthy few, such as at the time of the Solstice we celebrate as
Christmas. For most of us the bridge is completely dissolved at our death, parting in
the middle, the efflux retreating into the Personal Mind (the Lower Manas) and the
influx withdrawing into its source in the Higher Mind (Higher Manas) – and the
Manas becomes One, its dregs sloughing off as the ‘Desire Body’ (Kama Rupa).
During our lives, it is clearly our duty to initiate the building and pave the spans of our
bridge with high aspiration so our Higher Self can respond with the help our efforts
warrant. Great teachers have provided ethical injunctions and teachings throughout
the ages to encourage our spiritual aspirations which form our individual
Antahkarana or Path.
Like the Sun compassionately providing the means of life and warmth for its myriad
family of lesser beings in our solar system, the Higher Self patiently watches and
encourages us to walk our own rainbow bridge to the stars - Editor.
“There is a light within a man of light, and it lights up the whole world. If he
does not shine, he is in darkness” – from the Gospel of Thomas 38.4 – 10 in
the Nag Hammadi Library-121.

NEWS
News from all Theosophical Societies World-Wide: a comprehensive quarterly
survey of all theosophical organizations around the world is compiled regularly by
Steven Otto in Germany. Theosophy World News (Sohne des Feures) is available
quarterly in English language at: http://www.soehne-des-feuers.de/internationaltheosophy-news
International Websites & Contacts for the Theosophical Society Pasadena:
International Headquarters: The Theosophical Society, Pasadena, has a
comprehensive website, www.theosociety.org where a wide selection of online
publications, information regarding the basic concepts, objectives and history of the
society, correspondence courses and contact details of all the sections worldwide,
are available. There are several new articles in languages other than English now
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available. The compilation: ‘Creation Stories in the Secret Doctrine’ has been
recently added at: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/ts/creation_stories.htm
American Section: The website of the American Section is
www.americansection.us The latest issue of the Section magazine, 21st Century
Path, for September 2017 includes several articles on the nature of Dreams
including: A Look at Dreams by Gerald J. Schueler; Dreams excerpted from Secret
Doctrine Commentary by HPBlavatsky; Jagrat, Svapna, Sushupti and Turiya
excerpted from the Occult Glossary by G de Purucker; Dreamt I Today the Dream of
Yesternight by George Santayana. Further literature can be ordered online through
the Wizards Bookshelf. Branches of the American Section are located at San Diego,
Great Lakes, MI (magazine Kali Yuga Rag), Northwest Branch, WA (website at:
www.theosophy-nw.org, magazine: Theosophy Northwest View – now ceased
publication), and contacts in various parts of California. Contact addresses and email
are all available in issues of 21st Century Path which is always available from our
Melbourne library in print only.
British Section: website: www.theosophical.org.uk Various articles are featured;
correspondence courses as well as free online subscriptions to their newsletter
Compass are offered. Back copies of the Compass from 2003 to Spring 2017 No. 34
edition can be viewed at the above website.
German Section: For our German-speaking readers, the comprehensive German
website provides information, contact details, discussion and study group schedules:
www.theosophie.de
The Netherlands Section: For our Dutch-speaking readers, the Netherlands
Section’s website has a wide selection of translated, online publications; articles are
collated according to topic, in addition to their excellent newsletter, Impuls, which is
available in Dutch and English languages. A selection of audio books and
PowerPoint presentations are now also available. Lectures and study groups are
held in various towns in the Netherlands, as well as study groups via Skype. Courses
are also offered and a guide is given in terms of topics and literature for self-study.
For further information visit: http://www.theosofie.net
The Swedish Section: for their website go to:
http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sverige/index.htm
For online literature in Swedish language visit:
http://theosociety.org/Pasadena/sverige/TeosofiskaBokforlaget/index.htm
South African Section: The latest Contact newsletter from the South African
Section includes articles on Reincarnation including: How can you prove
Reincarnation – G de Purucker; Why I believe in Reincarnation – Ingrid Van Mater;
Heredity and Reincarnation – John P. Van Mater; Why do we not remember our past
lives? – Leoline L. Wright. For general information and monthly meetings in the
Gauteng area, contact Alice Yetman: 64 De Hoeve Rd Tel: 0027 12 654 3193
Eldoraigne Cell: 0027 72 436 2014 Centurion 0157 Email:
alice.yetman@gmail.com Contact person in the greater Durban area: Grant
Halliday, tel: 031 702 3411 (h); email: halliday@absamail.co.za Contact person in
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the Western Cape: Dewald Bester,tel: 021 802 5608 (h); cell: 084 713 7706; email:
besterdewald@gmail.com
Exploring Theosophy: the Synthesis of Science, Religion and Philosophy: This
website, maintained by David Pratt, features a wide selection of topics relating to
theosophy. It is highly recommended for those readers seeking to relate
theosophical teachings to the science, social, and historical developments of today:
http://davidpratt.info
HP Blavatsky (HPB) Collected Writings in E-Book Format: A Dutch theosophist
is working to put all 15 volumes of HPB’s Collected Writings into three e-book
formats. He is working from the actual books so everything that is in the books will
eventually be there in electronic format. Here is a sample of CWI in the three
formats of what will be available in the future:
PDF: https://akollen.stackstorage.com/s/YrpmBLg1IAjuXkg
Epub: https://akollen.stackstorage.com/s/pmp249diIbT6XU9
Mobile: https://akollen.stackstorage.com/s/BlLZha7kRhXtVDP
Australasian Section News:
Meetings December 2017 through March 2018:
2017
Saturday, December 2nd, 2pm: The Lost Gospel of Thomas: the Original
Mystical Teachings of Jesus Christ. – Lecture (Andrew Rooke) and Film (Ted
Nottingham).
2018
Saturday, February 3rd, 2pm: Electric Universe – Wallace Thornhill.
6 Feb. – What is the Ancient Wisdom? – Andrew Rooke.
13 Feb. – Seven Jewels of Wisdom – Andrew Rooke.
20 Feb. - Man – Visible and Invisible. – Andrew Rooke.
27 Feb. – Life Between Lives: the After-Death Research of Dr Michael Newton –
Paul Rooke.
Saturday, March 3rd, 2pm: Ghost Animals – Heathclyff St. James Deville.
6 March – Near Death Experience – Jenny Ryan.
13 March – Reincarnation: Where’s the Evidence? – Andrew Rooke.
20 March – Q & A on Karma – Andrew Rooke.
27 March – Psychic Powers: Real or Imaginary? – Paul Rooke.
New on our Website: our website is at: www.theosophydownunder.org Newly
added to the ‘Theosophical Lectures’ menu are the following articles: The Great
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Year; What is the Ancient Wisdom? both by Andrew Rooke; Technical Theosophy
and the Buddhic Cycles by Don Shepherd.
New in the Melbourne Library: the Theosophical Pasadena Library Centre is at
664 Glenhuntly Rd, Caulfield South open on days of meetings or by special
arrangement by phoning 0400942613. Books are available for loan to regular
attendees at our meetings and U3A students attending the Ancient Wisdom course
or by mail to members. The catalog of books, and a list of the journals available in
the library is on our website. Many thanks to those friends who have generously
donated books to our Melbourne library, or the funds to buy new books.
New in the library: Four books on early Christianity by Dr Elaine Pagels: The Gnostic
Gospels; Revelations: Visions, Prophecy, and Politics in The Book of Revelation;
The Origin of Satan: How Christians Demonized Jews, Pagans and Heretics; Adam,
Eve, and the Serpent: Sex and Politics in Early Christianity; Reading Judas: The
Gospel of Judas and the Shaping of Christianity; Peter Smith: Quantum
Consciousness; BJ Eadie: Embraced by the Light: What Happens When You Die; A
DVD of whirling Dervish dancers in Istanbul with accompanying booklet; A DVD: The
Man Who Knew Infinity; Several books by Dr Rudolph Steiner including: Theosophy:
an introduction; Agriculture; Anthroposophy: an introduction; Anthroposophy and
Christianity; Death and Cosmic Life; Egyptian Myths and Mysteries; The Evolution of
Earth and Man and the Influence of the Stars; The Inner Nature of Man; Man and the
World of the Stars; Occult Sciences: an Outline; Spiritual Hierarchies and many
others; Three books on Wicca by Scott Cunningham: Earth, Fire and Water; Earth
Power; The Magical Household; Jim Tucker: Return to Life; C Moss: The Myth of
Persecution: How Early Christians Invented a Story of Martyrdom; T.Nagel: Mind and
Cosmos: Why the Materialist Neo-Darwinian Conception of Nature Is Almost
Certainly False; Fiona Odgren: Timeless Truths of The Secret Doctrine: A
Compilation.
Online Books: most books published by our Society are available online at TUP
Online: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/ts/tup-onl.htm Resources include a
wide range of electronic books on theosophy, including books by Blavatsky, Judge,
Tingley, Purucker, and others; introductory manuals on theosophy; theosophical
magazines and glossaries; material on the world's sacred traditions; and more.
Copyrighted material in this site may be downloaded free of charge for personal use.
Science and Society News:
Secret Room Discovered in the Great
Pyramid: In August 2017 an international
team of archaeologists said it is on the cusp
of pinpointing the location of a secret room
hidden within the Great Pyramid of Giza as it
uses cutting-edge laser technology to map
the 4,500-year-old ancient Egyptian
monument. In October 2016 the same group
of archaeologists announced their discovery
of a previously undiscovered cavity 105
meters high in a north eastern section of the
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pyramid. It was hoped the discovery could be a corridor.
Theosophy says the purpose of the Great Pyramid was not a tomb, but an
environment where suitable candidates could undergo spiritual initiation into higher
states of consciousness – hence its ancient name ‘Horizon of Heaven’ – a place
where one could literally enter other dimensions of reality which we call ‘Heavens
and Hells’. HP Blavatsky hints in her Secret Doctrine (2:432) that it was built
originally three precessional cycles, or 78,000 years ago, by refugees from the
doomed Atlantis based on the design of their own temples. To achieve spiritual
awakening candidates had to undergo a variety of tests of character, encounter firsthand some of the other dimensions, and to face various aspects of themselves
before achieving ‘enlightenment’ for a few in the very centre of the Pyramid – the
‘Kings Chamber’. These initiation tests offered a vastly accelerated Path to
enlightenment for strong souls called by the ancient Egyptians in their Book of the
Two Ways, ‘The Path of Horus’. This quick Path contrasts with the slow journey for
the majority of humanity to the same state of enlightenment but through the everyday
initiations of daily life experience called by them – ‘The Path of Osiris’. Osiris was the
King of the Underworld, patron of the Mysteries, father of Horus, and the Great
Pyramid was also known in ancient Egypt as
the ‘Temple of Osiris’.
New discovery suggests humans are
vastly older than previously imagined:
The discovery of a 9.7 million-year-old set of
fossilised teeth in a German river bed could
rewrite human history. The prehistoric
remains were found by scientists sifting
through gravel and sand in a dried of part of
the Rhine near the town of Eppelsheim,
Germany. Experts say they closely resemble
those belonging to “Lucy”, a 3.2 million-yearold skeleton of a human ancestor famously
found in Ethiopia. More importantly they do
NOT resemble dental remains of any other
species ever found in Europe or Asia, raising serious doubts that human origins
began in Africa. Archaeologists were said to be so baffled by the amazing discovery
- at a well-known fossil spot - they held off from publishing their research for a year.
The prehistoric remains were found by scientists sifting the Rhine. Their
characteristics resemble African finds that are four to five million years younger than
the fossils excavated in Eppelsheim. Current scientific consensus proposes that
modern humans evolved somewhere out of east Africa around 300,000 years ago.
They are then believed to have spread around the world about 70,000 years ago.
Theosophy teaches that humans are in fact vastly older than current science
teaches. Our history and civilizations, according to Theosophy, extend back millions
of years. During past civilizations humans developed races of semi-human beings to
do basic work, act as soldiers and security guards then later they hunted them down
and exterminated all but those which were the most primitive examples of their type
in remote and isolated areas. Perhaps these remains are from those semi-human
ape-like creatures of those past civilizations. More information available at:
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http://www.dw.com/en/archaeology-fossil-teeth-discovery-in-germany-couldre-write-human-history/a-41028029
Nearing Death Awareness: people approaching death often have an increased
awareness of the ghosts of close relatives. Those who work with the terminally ill,
such as social workers and hospice caregivers, call these episodes or visions a
manifestation of what is called Nearing Death Awareness.
“They are very common among dying patients in hospice situations,” Rebecca Valla,
a psychiatrist in Winston-Salem, N.C., who specializes in treating terminally ill
patients, wrote in an email. “Those who are dying and seem to be in and out of this
world and the ‘next’ one often find their deceased loved ones present, and they
communicate with them. In many cases, the predeceased loved ones seem [to the
dying person] to be aiding them in their ‘transition’ to the next world.” While family
members are often clueless about this phenomenon, at least at the outset, a 2014
study of hospice patients published in the Journal of Palliative Medicine concluded
that “most participants” reported such visions and that as these people “approached
death, comforting dreams/visions of the deceased became more prevalent.” More
information is available at: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24410369
According to Theosophy life is a continuum and we merely change our form of life at
death and continue on in an appropriate body of ‘light’ into the realms of light
following death. Just as it takes a long preparation to come into life here on Earth, so
there is a long transition for most people when seeking birth in the realms of light. It
is not surprising therefore that we have a long transition period and experiences of
interaction with beings from ‘the other side’ to help us with the transition at death.
More information on theosophical teachings on the after-death journey are available
at: http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/gdpmanu/death/death-1.htm
Appreciative Inquiry (AI); Images and Voices of Hope (IVOH); Love & Truth
Party: Appreciative Inquiry, AI (note, not Artificial Intelligence) is a new tool for
managers which concentrates on positive achievements rather than negative
problem-solving, which is the usual approach in management decisions. AI has had
a big impact on the field of organization development and was a precursor to the rise
of positive organization studies and the strengths based movement in American
management. It was developed at Case Western Reserve University's department of
organizational behaviour in 1987 and grown in strength ever since. AI advocates that
the overuse of "problem solving" hampered any kind of social improvement, and,
rather what is needed are new methods of inquiry that would help generate new
ideas and models for how to organize.
A related organization in purpose is IVOH (Images and Voices of Hope) which
advocates positive change in the world through constructive journalism. For IVOH
positive change is about focusing on the world we want to live in – not only problem
solving the world we have. It’s not about glossing difficult truths. It’s about amplifying
the best in human nature and whenever possible shining a light on the steps we can
take towards the future we want.
Here in Australia, the influence of such positive voices for change is reflected in the
formation of a new political party in Melbourne seeking to spread ideas of Love and
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Truth as the basis of a better future for the world. The Love& Truth Party
recognizes that more and more people are directly experiencing what many others
intuit and what great scientists and the scientific evidence has long pointed to – that
we are immaterial beings, living in a material world. Humanity is awakening from the
dream of separation, recognizing the unity of all beings and all things, as
consciousness. They say further: “Realizing all is consciousness, all problems are
recognized as problems of consciousness. The old paradigms – mistaken ideas of
who we are and what this world is – is at root of all crises. As a community of
awakening beings we reconnect millions with love, wisdom, personal power and
shared purpose. With your help we will recruit, empower and enable an army of New
Earth Ninjas to find their inner Ghandi, being and doing the change, contributing to
the dissolution of the matrix and creating a world that works for all.”
Isn’t it fascinating to see theosophical ideals now active in new organizations around
the world advocating change by breaking the ‘moulds of mind’ that theosophical
teachers established as one of the aims of the Theosophical Society 150 years ago.
Cooperative Evolution in Nature: there are some
remarkable examples all around us which suggest
that the ‘dog eat dog’ struggle for existence of
Darwin’s theory might not be the whole picture.
The proposed existence of bioelectric and
morphogenetic fields by Dr Rupert Sheldrake and
other cutting edge scientific thinkers, with cells
communicating along pathways of light, suggests a
different view of evolution than the Darwinian.
Instead of constant struggle and the survival of the
fittest, many scientists today think that harmony, and
cooperative endeavour may be the dominant factors in evolutionary development.
This is illustrated by a variety of experiments and examples from recent observations
in nature of social association, symbiosis, and cooperation between animals and
animals, animals and plants, plants and plants, and plants and fungi found
throughout the world.
An impressive example from the micro-world is seen with the amoeba-like entities
forming the common pond-slime mould you see in ponds, lakes, and rivers all over
the world. These little creatures normally pass their lives creeping about and feeding
on bacteria. But when food runs short, a most amazing phenomenon has been
observed.
As soon as one of the amoeba starts to
starve, it sends out a chemical message.
Other amoeba that pick up the message
pass it on by producing the messengersubstance too. As soon as it has reached a
certain concentration, all the amoeba in the
vicinity flock together -- sometimes up to
100,000 heads -- forming a slug-like
creature. All acting in a coordinated and
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synchronized manner, they now move like a tiny little slug, guided by their light- and
heat-sensors, toward a warm and sunny spot. Having found one, they form a
hemisphere out of which a stalk starts growing, by the way of some amoeba
straightening themselves up, then becoming hard and dying. Others climb up on
them, harden and die, too, and so on.
After about 20% of the amoeba sacrifice themselves like this in favour of the group,
the remaining ones climb up the stalk, and form a capsule, and transform into
spores. Sometime later the capsule opens and the spores are carried away, by wind
and rain, to more abundant pastures. Each spore turns into an amoeba again -- and
the game starts anew. Famine and distress do not result here in a Darwinian
"struggle for life," but are overcome by a peaceful solution, by cooperation and
mutual aid, including self-sacrifice in favour of the group. If amoebas can do it, then
what’s stopping us humans!
Ancient Trees Were Unlike Anything We Have
Today: A new study that was carried out by an
international team of researchers, published in the
journal Proceedings in October 2017, gives details
of 374-million-year-old fossil samples of trees (see
picture opposite). Two such examples were
excavated in the northwest part of China, in 2012
and 2015. What the study suggests is that the first
trees on our planet were far more complicated than
we might have assumed. The researchers found
that one specimen was found to incorporate
hundreds of other tree-looking structures within
itself. Instead of a solid trunk , these ancient trees
were hollow with a complex network of tubes
bringing water and nutrients up through the outer 6
cms of the trunk. More detailed on this recent
discoveryinformation is available from:
https://www.thevintagenews.com/2017/11/01/ne
w-study-shows-earths-first-trees-had-a-morecomplex-structure-than-trees-today/
Theosophical writers say that at one time in the distant past, the plant kingdom was
the dominant species on the planet and trees were quite different from today. At that
time they had the capacity to move about to some extent and they were aggressive
in their behaviour compared to the quiescent plant kingdom of today.
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MAN’S RESPONSIBILITY TO THE ANIMALS - Bernard S. Parsons
When the Theosophical Society was founded the key teaching was and still is,
Universal Brotherhood. This teaching is basic to the Society’s philosophy and is no
sentimental emotion but a fact in Nature itself. Madam Blavatsky, co-founder of the
Theosophical Society, developed the universality of this cornerstone with great
brilliance and consistency until she died in 1891. In the subject of this article, ‘Man’s
relationship with the animals’, it is possible to trace very clearly the humanising affect
her work has had on the world in many countries - if not all.
A century ago in our country cockfights and dog fights were common, horses were
spurred and whipped cruelly and wanton ill-treatment to animals went unpunished or
was tolerated. We can see in the following period a growing swing of community
opinion toward a more enlightened view of man’s responsibilities to his younger
brothers, the animals. First let us address this question - “If we call animals our
younger brothers, what do we have in common in our respective constitutions?”
Enshrined within our physical body is an Animal Soul. These we share with the
animals of this world, a body and a conscious soul. This Animal Soul of ours is the
seat of our animal desires, our hunger and thirsts and our instinctive behaviour. Just
as the animals show joy, determination and affection as well as dignity, so also do
we. Enshrined within our Animal Soul is a Human Soul. This is the seat of our
awareness of our self and our human desires. Enshrined within our Human Soul is
our Spiritual Soul. This soul is the seat of our intellect. Enshrined within our Spiritual
Soul is our Buddhic Soul. The Buddhic Soul is the seat of what is, or may develop,
into our wisdom, our compassion, our intuition, our artistry. Enshrined within this
Buddhic Soul is the Celestial Buddha or Monad – the ‘Christos’ within us all.
Now how much of this range does the animal world
share? All of men and animals have a physical body
and a Monad – the same father monad as we do.
Because of this monadic ancestry, the animals are
truly our brothers. They are, however, not as fully
developed as we are. They are following us up the
ladder of life under the impulse and guidance of their
own Inner God. There are strong links between
mankind and his younger brothers. Millions of years
ago, according to ancient tradition, when mankind’s
body was less physical and the human form more or
less spherical, the body sweated off seeds or spores
of various kinds according to whereabouts on the body these sweat-born offspring
exuded. Exudations seeding from what corresponds to our genitalia were true to type
human in form. Those exuding from elsewhere on the body showed different
characters and from these developed our animal life.
This account ascribes to us not only the role of parenting our animal world, it also
charges us with a responsibility toward them that is eternal and inescapable. You
may object that science says that Mankind is at the top of the tree of evolution – the
“Johnny come lately”. Well, counter to this assumption is the fact that a human being
is enormously more complex than his animal younger brother as his animal nature is
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now unfolded. It is therefore reasonable to suggest that Man is an older member of
the evolutionary procession than even the most developed animal.
The relationship is not only one of kinship. Animals share the life forces that ebb and
flow through space, appearing now as pure energies and again as units of substance
– life atoms. We share these life atoms. They can flow freely and swiftly to wherever
they are attracted and to where it is appropriate.
The ancients held that animals should be treated with respect. The Jains of India
made concern for animal life an important feature of their religious life. In Spartan
Greece, a community that went overboard in imposing a fierce code of discipline on
its citizens, they would punish a child who was found guilty of cruelty to an animal –
characteristically if not wisely – with death. The Hindus teach that even as the
humans received the divine fire of knowledge of the difference between right and
wrong so many millions of years ago, so in a similarly far distant time some animals
will when ready take the next step into human-like self-consciousness. In the meantime animals are our responsibility. We do this best, not by fussing too much over
them but most certainly by not taking advantage of them.
I think it is monstrous that today in a country pledged to the ideal of freedom, animals
are vivisected cruelly, not for the impersonal advancement of science but more often
than not so that some researcher might receive academic degrees or praise from his
peers for the results of his experiments. On a less horror-filled note, and there is
plenty of horror in the subject of vivisection, many instances exist of a special rapport
between certain animals and humans and certain sorts of animals and other
species.
Perhaps you have heard the saying that
people grow to look like the pets they keep?
Perhaps the link was there before those
persons were born. The Aborigines of
Australia at a time of initiation into manhood
appoint to each candidate a totemic bird or
beast. He may not kill or eat this totem
animal, and it is said between the man and
his totemic animal a bond of trust grows.
There are plenty of examples of animals
seeking contact with humans. On the NorthWest coast of Australia at a little hamlet
called Monkey Mia, dolphins have for years
come into the shallows to be patted, fed, and
to introduce their young to the locals swimming there. A zoologist from England
studying the dolphins was packing up his gear while his son was having a last swim
in the autumn evening before they left off work for the year. The dolphin the man had
been particularly studying came up to the eleven-year old lad, put his head between
the boy’s legs and gave him a ride round the boat harbour!
Another marvellous story is that of a farmer who had the care of an eagle that was
injured in a storm. The farmer later retired, and came to live in metropolitan South
Melbourne. The eagle had come back for short visits at the farm, but one day the
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farmer found the eagle sitting on the back fence of his South Melbourne home. It had
sought him out and found him, from among so many similar dwellings, at such a
great distance from their original home.
I was given a strong lesson in good manners by a pointer bitch mothering five pups.
As they became ready for weaning she continued to play with them a little but mostly
she would jump up to a place out of reach and let the pups tumble over each other
‘til meal time came. At last there was only one pup left and mum set to work to play
games with it. She chased the pup and rolled it over and ran away in pretended
fright, followed by the enthusiastic pup. I saw this stately old hound doing this and I
laughed. She never played with that pup again whilst I was watching and it took me a
week to get her to wag when I patted her.
There is the case of swans that mate for life and such is their constancy that should
one die the mate joins a group for company but never mates again. There is the
case of the sun bird which will build a large oval decorated nest commonly near a
house, in northern Australia. People hang ropes down in hope the birds will build on
them. The birds show little fear of mankind and will fly into the house and out again
without showing fear.
Many animals show flashes of an almost human
quality in their life. Another example is the
albatross that breeds near Dunedin in New
Zealand, which has a unique courting ritual. Two
birds meeting and not having room to dance on the
rocky windswept cliffs where the nests are made,
the two birds take to the sky. There they spread
their marvellous flexible wings, flying in ever
changing harmony, a soundless dance, dipping
and weaving until a rapport is established. One
wonders if in the misty southern oceans hunting for
fish often out of earshot or out of sight, they find
each other. Is this the skill they practice in the
courting dance? Find each other they do. They,
too, mate for life.
Just as we share our life atoms with the animals,
let us hope to their advantage, so it is conceivable that we share the life atoms of the
gods. It is a brave thought. Remember the saying of Jesus – “In as much as you do it
to the least among you so shall it be done to you.” This is the great Law of Karma. It
applies to every being in the universe, gods, men, animals and so on. The Law of
Karma is one aspect – the negative, of what theosophical author, G. de Purucker
calls, The Law of Laws of the Universe – Self-Forgetfulness, living unto all things, not
the doctrine that each species-individual must live for itself in order to develop
itself. This Law of Laws is now reflected in modern theories of Cooperative Evolution
rather than the ‘dog eat dog’ approach of the ‘survival of the fittest’ advocated by
traditional Darwinian evolutionary theory (see pages 7-8 of this newsletter for more
information on cooperative evolution).
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Man is no doubt more complex in his intellect and consciousness than our animal
brothers – the differences are of degree – but correspondingly humans should be
more responsible. This responsibility is not just a matter of sentiment. Far better we
do not try to play God. Better still if we become aware of the support they give us,
the examples they show us of all sorts of noble behaviour and of how all beings
make a complex tapestry where every thread contributes its own special part to the
whole loom of life. – the late Bernard Parsons, Melbourne, Australia.
“Faith is our Earth, in which we take root;
Hope is the Water through which we are nourished;
Love is the Air through which we grow,
Gnosis is the Light through which we become fully grown.” – from the Gospel
of Philip 79.25-31 in the Nag Hammadi Library-139.
PAGANISM – A Gift of the Lord and Lady – Heathclyff St James Deville
You may have wondered: Why were people killed in the past for practicing Witchcraft
or Wicca? I believe that this was because the Church and secular governments of
the time (a period often referred to as The Burning Times, 15th-17th centuries)
feared the real possibility that these individuals could undermine the faith of others.
The authors of the Malleus Maleficarum, (1486) a working manual first on how to
deal with ‘Witches,’ held that women were more likely to succumb to the temptation
of the Devil, (think Eve of Genesis 3) and thus more frequently would became
witches, hence why more women than men were killed. Even animals were accused
of being in league with the Devil.
These poor unfortunates were most likely simple folk who held a deep connection
with the land. For some, at least, had not forgotten to revere the Lord and Lady; the
God and Goddess of the pre-Christian religions, for the gifts that these two deities
gave to the world through the gifts of the earth.
It has been estimated by the late Dr. Marija Gimbutas, professor of archaeology at
the University of California, (d.1994) that as many as 9 million people,
overwhelmingly women, were burned or hanged during the witch-craze (Henningsen,
G. The Witches Advocate. University of Nevada Press, Reno, 1980). How sad
given the purity of their spiritual Path.
As I see it, the Pagan Path, no matter the Tradition that one follows,
can help not only our immediate world as we learn to value the life
both seen and unseen, but also the numerous planes of existence
that we may not even consciously know to exist.— O Hidden Life!
Vibrant in every atom!
The late distinguished Wiccan author, Scott Cunningham (d. 1993),
had a sentiment that I wholeheartedly have taken on board for its
truth is self-evident:
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“… [Wicca] can be a lonely path, because so few of us follow the Old Ways. It’s
disheartening to spend your time reverencing nature and watching the Earth
suffocating under tons of concrete while nobody seems to care…” — Wicca: Guide
for the Solitary Practitioner p.75 – available from our library in Melbourne.
This is my worldview and one that I hope that you, the reader, may also reflect upon
as you learn more about Paganism as a faith.
I shall end here by quoting from the Theosophical classic, To Light A Thousand
Lamps (2001), by Grace F. Knoche, who so brilliantly wrote:
“… Already the theme of our oneness with nature has revolutionized present-day
thinking and lifestyles. Once again we are beginning to see ourselves as
participants in an ecosystem of cosmic dimension. We are discovering that we, the
observers, measurably affect not only the object we are observing but the entire
complement of evolving entities. Best of all, we are realizing, though not sufficiently
as yet, that we are one humanity, and that what you or I do to help another benefits
all, striking a resonant chord in the on-going symphony that together we are
composing. Though the burden of our inhumanities are indeed heavy, the universe
must rejoice over the slightest movement of compassion in the soul of even a single
human being…”
Is this not the goal; the underlying reason as to why we must not fear the Pagan, the
Heathen or the Wiccan; the Witch? For are we not All Brothers and Sisters, though
we tread differing Paths; differing spiritual Laneways?
May you take the hand of the Lord of the Forest and the Lady of the Silver Moon and
Come Dance the Sacred Circle Dance of Life. - Heathclyff St James-Deville, Melbourne,
Australia.

WHAT IS ‘THE ANCIENT WISDOM’? Part 2: Features of The Hidden Wisdom ‘Gnosis’ – Andrew Rooke.
In theosophical discussions we often refer to ‘The Ancient Wisdom’ and say that
Theosophy is a modern version of such an esoteric form of knowledge. But what
exactly do we mean when we say ‘The Ancient Wisdom’. This article completes the
series looking at these questions…
A basic feature of The Ancient Wisdom is the tradition of
‘Gnosis’, meaning ‘knowledge’ or ‘knowers’. All esoteric
traditions are united in having such a body of knowledge of
higher truths surpassing faith and even reason which can
have a transformative effect on those who study and
‘become’ it. This is not ordinary scientific knowledge but an
inner initiation enabling one’s spiritual advancement
requiring discipline and ethical development of a very high
order, with the aim of transcendence.
Lesser and Greater Mysteries: this knowledge is usually
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divided into two phases:
Lesser Mysteries: myths and allegories to awaken intuition, a preview of greater
mysteries presented by a teacher, eg. In Greek system: an academic education, the
Olympic Games, the Greek plays, the cycle of Greek Myths.
Greater Mysteries: actual experience of what has been taught previously by others.
Awakening of inner potential, descent into invisible worlds and reascent into the One.
Features of the Gnosis tradition: in some form or other, all esoteric gnostic
traditions teach the following using their own terminology to speak of the same
things:
Theology: divine principles and processes. The
relation of the Universe and Man.
Cosmology: the birth and death of the metaphysical
and physical universe from the One Life.
Anthropology: the nature of Man. His descent into
material life and the nature of his inner being, both
visible and invisible.
Eschatology: ‘knowledge of the end of things’ – the
destiny of mankind in the Universe. Death and After-Death journey.
Pilgrimage: teachings about the qualities of thought and attitude of conduct
necessary to achieve the Hidden Spiritual Knowledge. Such qualities as Wisdom,
Compassion, Patience, Concentration, Ethical Disciple, Meditation, etc..
The Seven Jewels of Wisdom: are the specific subjects studied in the Ancient
Wisdom which are said to be the summit of knowledge available to us at this stage of
humanity’s spiritual development. They are:
1. Reincarnation: and Reimbodiment
(‘Punarjanman’).
2. Karma: the law of cause and effect.
3. Hierarchies (‘Lokas and Talas’): reality has
many levels through which we progress.
4. Self-Becoming (‘Swabhava’): the essential
nature of each person and entity and their inbuilt
capacity to grow in self-awareness.
5. Evolution (‘Pavritti’) and Involution
(‘Nivritti’): evolution into materiality and
Involution back into spirit of Humanity and the
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Earth.
6. The Two Paths of Spiritual Development (‘Amrita-Yana’ and ‘PratyekaYana’): choices along the spiritual Path. Good and Evil, Selflessness and
Selfishness.
7. Knowledge of the Self (‘Atma Vidya’): what do we actually mean by the ‘Self’.
How did the One become the Many?
More detailed information for those interested in The Seven Jewels of Wisdom is
available in an article on the subject by Stefan Carey at:
http://www.theosophydownunder.org/library/theosophical-lectures/the-sevenjewels-of-wisdom-by-stefan-carey/

Three Keys to Understanding the Ancient Wisdom:
“…Firstly, the philosophic axiom, As Above, so Below. This is a master-key, by the
aid of which we may unlock numberless mysteries. It teaches the interdependence of
all things, for all things are in essence one. What is true of the nature of man is true
of the sun. Universe and atom alike are composite in nature.
The second key is the religious aphorism, Man, Know Thyself — another masterkey closely related to the first. Could we but know the mysteries of consciousness
and the sevenfold nature of man in their completeness, we should have full
knowledge of the universe.
A third key, the scientific, is that All Things are Relative. In the last analysis nothing
is great, nothing small; all things are relatively great or small, in relative degrees of
development, with relative manifestations of consciousness…” [ from: La Fayette
Plummer: ‘An Unfinished Universe’ Theosophical Forum, April 1937]. – Andrew Rooke,
Melbourne, Australia

The complete text of this series ‘What is the Ancient Wisdom’ is available at:
http://www.theosophydownunder.org/library/theosophical-articles/what-is-theancient-wisdom-by-andrew-rooke/
In March 2018 we will commence a new series on ‘The Four Sacred Seasons’.

Plato wrote about the quest for self-knowledge:
“The light and spirit of the Divinity are the wings of the soul. They raise it to
communion with the gods, above this earth — to become like the gods, is to
become holy, just and wise. That is the end for which man was created, and
that ought to be his aim in the acquisition of knowledge.”
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A SENSE OF HUMOUR: the principle founder of the Theosophical Society, HP
Blavatsky, once said that the three most important qualities in esoteric study are,
“Common sense, A Sense of Humour - and then more Common Sense!” Let’s pause
in our studies for a laugh every now and then!
It’s a Dog’s Life: “A man wrote a letter to a small hotel in a town he planned to visit
on his next holiday. He wrote: “I would very much like to bring my dog with me. He is
well-groomed and very well behaved. Would you be willing to permit me to keep him
in my room with me at night?”
An immediate reply came from the hotel owner: “Dear Sir, I have been operating this
hotel for many years. In all that time, I’ve never had a dog steal towels, bedclothes,
silverware, or pictures off the walls. I’ve never had to evict a dog in the middle of the
night for being drunk and disorderly. And I’ve never had a dog run out on a hotel bill.
Yes, indeed, your dog is more than welcome at my hotel. And, if your dog will vouch
for you, you’re welcome to stay here too!”
A Unique Perspective on Karma and Reincarnation: “The only reason I’m not
thumping you right now is because I don’t want to be your father in the next life” (!)

For those addicted to PUNS:









I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest.
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist.
I changed my iPod’s name to Titanic. It’s syncing now.
A cartoonist was found dead in his home. The details are sketchy.
When chemists die, they barium.
I know a fellow who is addicted to brake fluid, but he says he can stop at any
time.
Velcro – what a rip-off!
This girl said she recognized me at a vegetarian restaurant, but I’d never met
herbivore.
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Cartoon Corner:
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE SEVEN SACRED PLANETS: “…I have heard about the Seven Sacred Planets
and of their importance to the Earth. What exactly are they, and how do they relate
to our planet? According to Theosophy how advanced are the other planets of our
solar system in their spiritual evolution, and are they inhabited at the present time
according to theosophical teachings...” The Editor replies:
“… As far as I understand it, based on the writings of G de Purucker, Theosophical
teachings state that there are seven planets in our solar system that are closely
connected with the ‘administration’ and development of our Earth known in
Theosophy as the Seven Sacred Planets. The ‘Rectors’ or ‘Spiritual Rulers’ of these
planets, mutually assist in the formation and administration of the seven or twelve
globes of our Earth’s planetary chain of visible and invisible globes. They are
counting away from the Sun:
SUN (standing for the invisible planet ‘VULCAN’), MERCURY, VENUS, MOON
(standing for the invisible ‘PLANET OF DEATH’), MARS, JUPITER and SATURN.
The other planets and ‘dwarf’ planets: Uranus, Neptune, Pluto and the ‘new’ dwarf
planets recently discovered in the outer solar system, are either ‘captures’, or part of
the ‘Universal Solar System’, ie. the larger system of visible and invisible suns and
planets belonging to the same ‘family’ of which our solar system is but one aspect or
‘Ray’. The closer a planet of our solar system is to the Sun, the further along it, and
its inhabitants are in their evolution in this planetary lifetime. The further away from
the Sun a planet is, the less advanced it is in this lifetime, but the more inherently
spiritually advanced is the planet and its inhabitants.
To answer the second part of your question about the spiritual status of the planets,
their influence on the earth, and the nature of their inhabitants, I understand G de
Purucker has the following to say of the Sun, and each planet in our solar system.
When we say ‘inhabitants of other planets’ we are not necessarily talking about
beings that would look like us humans, but rather those suited to the environmental
and evolutionary conditions that exist on those other planets just as we have special
such conditions here on the Earth that makes it a suitable environment for us.
As I understand it, Theosophy, following G de Purucker, has the following teachings
concerning the nature of our solar system:

THE SUN: A self-sustaining energy source with energy being
channelled from higher planes – a ‘Laya Centre’. The Sun is the living
heart and brain of the Solar System beating in an 11 year cycle. The
visible Sun is the reflection of a bright celestial entity or ‘God’ which
pours forth its life forces to sustain all the lesser beings (including us!)
in its kingdom. The real Sun is eternally hidden by the Sun we see.
This hidden Sun was well known to many ancient traditions, eg. It was
called ‘The Aten’ in ancient Egypt.
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VULCAN: The Sun is used to stand for this invisible planet as it
orbits in close proximity to the Sun. Vulcan is a highly spiritually
advanced planet. It is currently invisible to the human race since
the time of the Third Root Race (approx. 18 million years ago)
although its shadow was reportedly seen passing in front of the
Sun in 1859. It will become visible to humanity again when we
spiritualize to a greater degree in the far distant future.

MERCURY: About ready to enter its 7th Round of planetary life. It
exercises special influence over Globe ‘E’ of the Earth Chain of
Globes and also over our present 5th Root Race. Currently inhabited.
VENUS: Rector of Globe ‘C’ of the Earth chain and
over the 3rd Root-Race of humanity. In its 7th Round.
Currently inhabited by highly intelligent entities.

EARTH: Strangely enough, the Earth is not a member
of the Seven Sacred planets. Currently in its 4th Round
and humanity is in its 5th Root-race. Currently inhabited
– by us! The Moon: a dead world. The astral remanent
of the former incarnation of the Earth. The Moon is
transferring its energies to the Earth for good, and mostly bad,
profoundly influencing the growth and decay of all life on the Earth.

PLANET OF DEATH (Earth’s Moon is used to stand for this
currently invisible planet): Sometimes known as the ‘Eighth
Sphere’, ‘Realm of Mara’, or even ‘Lilith’, it is located somewhere
near the Earth’s Moon, but is currently invisible due to its gross
materiality. It is in its 7th Round and the Rector of Globe ‘G’ of the
Earth chain. Currently inhabited. The Planet of Death is the highest
Globe of the planetary hierarchy below our Solar System in
materiality. It serves as a receptacle of negative influences from the
Earth – not unlike a sewage system for the Solar System. It is said
to be the ultimate destination of black magicians if they do not change their ways!
MARS: Rector of Globe ‘F’ of the Earth’s chain of Globes. Mars has a
special influence over the 6th Root-Race of humanity. Currently the planet
is in ‘obscuration’ awaiting the beginning of its 4th Round and therefore is
sparsely inhabited by ‘Sistas’ or ‘Remainders’ of the previous Round of
planetary life. It may be that Mars is a substitute for an invisible planet in
its region.
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ASTEROIDS: The building blocks of a future planet at present
out of formation on our plane of reality.

JUPITER: Physically more ethereal than Earth
but in the far distant future will become more
materially consolidated than the Earth. Jupiter
is the Rector of Globe ‘B’ of the earth’s chain and the Globe
preceding Globe ‘A’. Currently inhabited by huge fiery aeroform
entities swarming in the area of the Great Red Spot under the
influence of a ‘Raja Sun’.

SATURN: The outermost and therefore the youngest of the
sacred planets but its essential character is more material
than the Earth’s. Saturn is very closely connected with the
Earth at the present time. Rector of Globe ‘D’ of the Earth
chain – our Earth - and of the 4th Root-Race humanity – the
former Atlanteans. Currently inhabited.

URANUS: not a member of our Sun’s immediate family but rather a
member of our ‘Universal Solar System’. Unknown if it is inhabited at
the present time.

NEPTUNE: a ‘capture’ not belonging to the Sun’s
immediate family of planets but attracted into an orbit on our
plane of reality around our Sun during the time when the Solar System
was forming. One day it will leave the Solar System. In the meantime, it
vitally affects the ‘magnetism’ circulating from the Sun throughout all the
planets, including all life here on Earth billions of kilometers away.

PLUTO, CENTAURS, PLUTINOS, TRANSNEPTUNIAN OBJECTS (TNOs) and
DWARF PLANETS OF THE KUIPER BELT
AND OUTER SOLAR SYSTEM: Unknown
status. They are most probably ‘captures’ or
left-over materials from the formation of the
major planets.
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COMETS: A stage in the formation of worlds from primordial
world-stuff, following the state known as ‘cosmic curds’ and
preceding the formation of suns and planets. According to
Theosophy, Comets are the cosmic ‘seeds of life’.
The above listing of the Sacred Planets follows the writings of G de Purucker, former
Leader of our Theosophical Society. However, it should be acknowledged that other
famous writers who have been influenced by theosophical teachings have quite
differing views of the seven sacred planets. For example, Alice Bailey, founder of the
Arcane School and Lucis Trust, who stated in her book, Esoteric Astrology, page
506, that the Sacred Planets are: Vulcan, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune,
and Uranus. The Non-Sacred Planets in her view are Mars, Earth, Pluto, Moon:
veiling a hidden planet, and Sun: veiling a planet.
So, you can see you are likely to encounter much disagreement on this subject
amongst writers on esoteric philosophy. This is probably because the exact nature of
the Sacred Planets, and certainly the circulation of life-waves including humanity
through them, is a subject which belongs to the Higher Mysteries. Those Mysteries
are for those who have shown themselves worthy of understanding by passing
successfully through the appropriate trials of spiritual initiation. I have followed the
advice of G de Purucker on this matter and I can only recommend, as he did when
asked by students about controversies like this, if you want a definitive answer: ‘Get
initiated’! – Editor.
THE GOLDEN STAIRS TO THE TEMPLE OF WISDOM: “…in the lectures at the
Melbourne Library Centre I have frequently heard mention of ‘Golden Stairs’ and
how important they are for spiritual students. What are the Golden Stairs? Why are
they so important for us students of the Ancient Wisdom teachings…” The Editor
replies:
“… We often say in our theosophical discussions in Melbourne, that our aim as
theosophical students is to eventually join those highly developed examples of the
human race known in the Buddhist tradition as the ‘Bodhisattvas’. These wonderful
people vow to help suffering humanity though, through their own efforts they have
attained the right of entry into the blissful state of consciousness known as Nirvana.
The attainment of this high state of consciousness and sacrifice may seem far off,
but the Masters of Wisdom say that this road stretches at our feet every moment of
our lives now as we make the seemingly small choices that compose our daily lives.
How can we be sure that we are directing our lives in such a way that we can
eventually join the Compassionate Masters in their ageless work to help Humanity
progress?
We are fortunate to have advice from our spiritual elders in all the world’s great
religions. The “Noble Eightfold Path” and “Paramitas” of Buddhism through to the
“Sermon on the Mount” and the Beatitudes” of Christianity, the message is basically
the same. Deceptively simple rules of behaviour based on the principles of
brotherhood and concern for others. Easy to read and repeat this advice prayerfully
– but try applying these rules every moment of your life in their completeness as is
required of the accepted students of the Masters!
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The chief founder of the Theosophical Society, H.P. Blavatsky, gave some of these
rules of enlightened living in her circular letter entitled the ES Instructions in 1890.
HPB said these rules are actually derived from the Book of Discipline used in the
Schools of Dzyan for millennia by students of the Secret Science or “Gupta Vidya”,
as it is known in the Sanskrit language of India. Amongst the many rules and
guidelines given by HPB for the lifestyle of “chelas” or accepted students of the
mystery tradition, is one paragraph where the Masters attempt to sum up various
measures we can take here and now to follow in their footsteps to the Temple of
Wisdom.
These qualities have become known amongst Theosophists as the “Golden Stairs”
and here they are:
“Behold the truth before you: A clean life, an open mind, a pure heart, an eager
intellect, an unveiled spiritual perception, a brotherliness for one’s co-disciple, a
readiness to give and receive instruction, a loyal sense of duty to the teacher, a
willing obedience to the behests of TRUTH, once we have placed our confidence in,
and believe that Teacher to be in possession of it, a courageous endurance of
personal injustice, a brave declaration of principles, a valiant defence of those
unjustly attacked, and a constant eye to the ideal of human progression and
perfection which the Secret Science (Gupta Vidya) depicts – these are the Golden
Stairs up the steps of which the learner may climb to the Temple of Wisdom”.
If you want more detailed information on ‘The Golden Stairs’, please click on the
following link: http://www.theosophy-nw.org/theosnw/path/oc-rook2.htm
:
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HIDDEN CAUSES OF NATURAL DISASTERS: “…there have been a lot of natural
disasters lately - Bushfires in California, Hurricanes in the Caribbean and the USA,
Earthquakes in Mexico, and rumours of war in Korea and the Middle East stirred up
by the ‘Madmen’ in power over many parts of the world. What’s going on? What
does Theosophy say about the causes of Natural Disasters?...” The Editor replies:
Look at all the natural and human disasters unfolding at the moment, and the threat
of war in Korea and the Middle East along with all the negative energy that goes with
it. There is certainly plenty of evidence of the visible ‘Madmen’ manipulating their
populations into a war consciousness, and also of the clandestine activities of
invisible ‘Manipulators’ seeking vast profits from the arms industry (the so-called
‘Military/Industrial Complex’) all amounting to a slowing down the upward progress
humanity on its long road to Ascension.
I have struggled in the past to see the connection between ’Natural Disasters’ and
human standards of thought and behaviour as you have alluded to in your email. The
following is my limited understanding of what Theosophy says on the matter:
The Universe, the Sun and our Earth are all living beings. Along with humans and
the other kingdoms of life, we are all part of one immense living organism. Just like
the human body is made up of organs, cells, atoms, etc. All the kingdoms and forms
of life are related and interweaved in a web-work of life.
The Universe is guided from within outwards.
Everywhere there are intelligences of different
levels guiding, building, destroying and
renewing the Universe and its operations.
Disharmonies in human life build up on the
inner planes causing tensions in the Earth
because we are part of the Earth’s
constitution. These disharmonies can be
anything from individual moral and ethical
behaviour, through to wars and strife on a
local or global scale.
People are like living ‘dynamos’ (electrical generators). So when enough people get
together, individual people can affect the energy balance of a whole region of the
Earth.
The emotional atmosphere of cities, for example, is stored in the astral light
surrounding it, and from time to time fed back into the material world in the form of
natural disasters.
These energies accumulate in the astral light causing extreme tension reflected in
the Earth’s crust. These tensions require periodic release manifesting to us as
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, hurricanes, etc.
These events, though terrible for the people suffering or dying because of them, help
to avoid greater disasters because, if such energies/tensions were allowed to build
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up any further in the Earth’s crust, we would eventually experience catastrophic
disasters. It is a bit the same for a person experiencing a series of minor illnesses
and thereby relieving the tensions that could cause a more serious illness. As the
ancient Chinese saying goes: “Many diseases a long life, No Disease a short life.”
On the positive side of the equation, I understand that Theosophy, like the traditions
of many ancient peoples, says that Earthquakes and other Natural Disasters can
accompany the birth and death of great souls who have the capacity to provide a
massive balance to the activities of the ‘Madmen’ who adorn our headlines each
morning. – Editor.
“Now bend thy head and listen well, O Bodhisattva -- Compassion speaks and
saith: "Can there be bliss when all that lives must suffer? Shalt thou be saved
and hear the whole world cry?" -- H. P. Blavatsky.
BOOK REVIEWS
Timeless Truths of The Secret Doctrine: A Compilation - by
Fiona C. Odgren Published by Trafford, 2017. ISBN-13: 9781490782263. Review by Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen.
Available now from our Melbourne library.
The famous and influential book by H.P.Blavatsky, The Secret
Doctrine, first published in 1888 and continuously in print since
then, bears a sub-heading: The Synthesis of Science, Religion and
Philosophy. It is not an easy read and it can take many years of
absorbing and meditating on the text. A new reader can be lost
between the multiple ideas, concepts, and information scattered
throughout its two substantial volumes (as published by the
Theosophical University Press).
The appearance of the Index prepared by John P. Van Mater in
1997, made the contents of The Secret Doctrine much more accessible. However, a
reader who is enthusiastic to understand and learn may still be in need of some
"leading arrows" to start their journey through the ideas and information of this great
book. A comprehensive topic-targeted compilation like the Fiona Odgren's new book
provides such "leading arrows" for the reader.
In the introduction to the author catches the reader's interest with references to the
people who personally knew H.P.Blavatsky and could explain her mysterious
esoteric ways of receiving information for her books. The further text opens up a
wide spectrum of major topics collated from the volumes of The Secret Doctrine. The
very topics and the excerpts chosen show Fiona Odgren’s extensive and painstaking
work of compilation, and her original approach to the interpretation of the secrets of
The Secret Doctrine.
In our view, the author completed her work expertly and meaningfully, so that her
book is engaging and revealing of the timeless truths of The Secret Doctrine. We
congratulate Ms Odgren for a great achievement and recommend her book to all
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readers interested in esoteric philosophy, especially to the new generation of readers
setting out on their spiritual path. – Roza and Margarita Riaikkenen, Melbourne, Australia.
Revelations: Visions, Prophecy & Politics in The Book of
Revelation - by Elaine Pagels Published by Penguin Books,
2013. ISBN-13: 978-0143121633 Available now from our
Melbourne library.
The Book of Revelation is the final book of the Christian Bible and
certainly the most controversial. At the time that the New Testament
was compiled in the 4th century AD, many church authorities thought
it should never be included in the ‘Canon’. Today, many churches
seem rather embarrassed by what would probably be considered
today as paranoid-schizophrenic imagery, and they simply avoid it
in the Sunday sermons. At the opposite extreme, ‘fire and
brimstone’ fundamentalist preachers make it their centre-piece
inspiring guilt and fear in their cowering congregations. Numerous
Hollywood movies have been inspired by its frightening images of the Anti-Christ and
his mysterious number 666, the Seven-Headed Beast, Avenging Angels, the Great
Whore of Babylon, and its talk of looming ‘End Days’.
What can it all mean? What inspired this religious rant? How on earth did it ever
become part of the New Testament? Distinguished scholar and specialist in early
Christian studies, Elaine Pagels addresses herself to all these questions and the
human needs to which religion speaks in the context of the times when The
Revelation was written (estimated 90AD). Dr Pagels gives a penetrating and easily
read summary of the terrible conditions in Palestine following the unsuccessful
Jewish rebellion against Roman occupation in 66-70AD. Drawing on her extensive
knowledge of early Christian writings reflecting the diversity of opinion about the
nature of Christ and his message, she shows how Revelation was part of the
process by which ‘orthodox Christianity’ established and imposed its dogma
throughout Christendom under the baleful influence of Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandra in the 4th century AD. From its beginnings in the waning days of the
Roman Empire, Dr Pagels traces how people have interpreted the Book of
Revelation over 2,000 years, with each new generation seeing its own conflicts,
suffering, and hope in powerful images of cosmic war and divine victory. This book
along, with a selection of Professor Pagel’s other books, Beyond Belief: the Secret
Gospel of Thomas (2004), the Origin of Satan: How Christians Demonized Jews,
Pagans, and Heretics (1996), and The Gnostic Gospels (1989), are all highly
recommended to theosophists seeking to understand the history of early Christianity
and how it morphed into the monumental religion of today. – Editor.
Correction: the correct spelling of the name of the compiler of William Quan Judges
Echoes of the Orient reviewed in our last issue is: Dara Eklund.
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THE OTHER TEN COMMANDMENTS
1] Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out
when in trouble, but it is a "steering wheel" that
directs the right path throughout the journey.
2] So why is a Car's WINDSHIELD so large and
the Rear View Mirror so small?
Because our PAST is not as important as our
FUTURE. So, Look ahead and move on.
3] Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes a few
minutes to burn, but it takes years to write.
4] All things in life are temporary. If going well, enjoy it, they will not last forever. If
going wrong, don't worry, they can't last long either.
5] Old friends are Gold! New friends are Diamond! If you get a Diamond, don't
forget the Gold, because to hold a Diamond, you always need a base of Gold!
6] Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, GOD smiles from above and
says, "Relax, it's just a bend, not the end!"
7] When God solves your problems, you have faith in His abilities; when God doesn't
solve your problems He has faith in your abilities.
8] A blind person asked St. Anthony: "Can there be anything worse than losing eye
sight?" He replied: "Yes, losing your vision!"
9] When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them, and sometimes,
when you are safe and happy, remember that someone has prayed for you.
10] WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's TROUBLES, it takes away today's
PEACE. – kindly sent to us by John Dore, Melbourne, Australia.
"At first people refuse to believe that a strange new thing can be done, then
they begin to hope it can be done, then they see it can be done — then it is
done and the entire world wonders why it was not done centuries ago." —
from The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
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OBITUARY: Rudi Jansma, 1949-2017: it is with sadness we
report the passing of distinguished Dutch theosophist, Rudi
Jansma, who passed away in September in his beloved Nepal.
We have known Rudi as a very devoted theosophist who spent
almost every hour of his life writing and translating books,
studying timeless wisdom, and other activities that find, spread
and integrate the essence of theosophical wisdom. He lived many
years in South America (Surinam) and latterly in India where he
was considered to be a leading expert in Indian philosophy and
spiritual ecology. His books are all available from our Melbourne
library. These books, and his quiet example of the theosophical
life, are his lasting legacies to theosophical students around the
world. ‘Gaudeat in Astris’ – ‘He Rejoices Amongst the Stars’ – Editor.

LAST WORD ON TRANSFORMING GNOSIS INTO ACTION – From the Gospel of
Truth.
The Gospel of Truth is one of the sacred books written by Gnostic Christians and
others, which were discovered in the Egyptian desert in 1945. These books were
buried there 1,600 years before by monks seeking to preserve the diversity of the
writings of early Christianity, then under threat of destruction by Christian
fundamentalists who were at that time in charge of the church in Egypt. This gospel
is one of many books which were never included in the New Testament. They were
completely unknown to most Christians for centuries as the Church successfully
supressed all sacred writings of which it did not approve. Unfortunately, they remain
so for most church-going Christians to this very day.
The Gospel of Truth takes its name from the opening line: “The Gospel of Truth is
joy, to those who receive from the Father the grace of knowing Him”, for it transforms
our understanding of God and ourselves. The gospel writer stresses the need to put
faith into action, as he urges those who “discover God in themselves, and
themselves in God” to transform Gnosis into action:
“Speak the truth to those who seek it,
And speak of understanding to those who have committed sin through error,
Strengthen the feet of those who have stumbled;
Extend your hands to those who are sick;
Feed those who are hungry;
Give rest to those who are weary;
And raise up those who wish to rise.” –
-

From the Gospel of Truth, 32.35-33.30, in the Nag Hammadi Library-44.
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Theosophy Downunder is issued four times per year in March, June,
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The editorial team at Theosophy Downunder wish the Blessings of the Sacred
Season for all our readers. May your aspirations for the Greater Good find
fulfilment in 2018.
A Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All!
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